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A couple of months ago, I bemoaned the state of the cabins 
of British Airways aircraft saying that the carrier needed to 

h up with some of its worldwide counterparts who of 
far superior aircraft interiors. However, aside from this, there 
is a distinct advantage to flying with BA and that's the transit 
through London/Heathrow and in particular Terminal 5 which 
is one of the best facilities anywhere. In contrast to that, I 
took a flight across Europe in early December and transferred 
via the London Underground to Terminal 1. What a differen: 
Iam not going to complain about the terminal itself as it is in 
the middle of a major reconstruction, but transiting through 
the area between the station and the terminal is not the bes! 
of experiences. It seems quite dingy and unfinished, with 
much of the roof panelling missing. Where you would expect 
to see a large sign saying ‘Welcome to London/Heathrow - the 
vorld's largest international hub! there are just low ceilings and 
dark comers. I am not exactly sure who has responsibility for 
this linkway - BAA or London Underground - but something 
needs to be done before the Summer Olympics to give travellers 
a better impression of the airport (and the country). 
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In December the national press reported that it was 
possible for travellers onboard the Eurostar train to get 
into the UK without having to sh port - if 

they stayed on the train 
a Belgium-France transit. Again this highlights the 
difference in standards applied to train operators and 
airlines. Passengers on domestic flights - in the UK 
abroad - are required for security reasons to show some 
form of identification at Customs, so how come the same 
doesn't apply on trains if they are crossing albeit ‘open’ 
boundaries in Europe? 
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One of Enter Airs Boeing 


Successful Trial for E-Taxi . 


IN EARLY December, German MRO 
Lufthansa Technik (LHT), in partner- 
ship with L3 Communications, success- 
fully completed the first taxi trials of 
anaircraft powered by electric motors 
attached to the main undercarriage. 
Developed as a proof-of-concept dem- 
onstrator, the e-taxi system uses water- 
cooled, permanent magnet motors 
attached to the inboard wheels of 
each main landing gear to propel the 
aircraft both forwards and backwards 
— with power being supplied from the 
Auxiliary Power Unit (APU), the aircraft 
is able to manoeuvre on the ground 
without using its main engines. 
Lufthansa's Airbus A320-214, D-AIZF 
(c/n 4289), underwent two days of 
modification at LHT's Frankfurt facili 
ties ahead of the trial, with the two 
electric motors being fitted in place 
of two braking units. The temporary 
nature of the installation was immedi- 
ately apparent with power cables and 
coolant hoses running from an open 
passenger window to the motors via 
the wing trailing edge. 

With the ultimate aim of integrating 
the system into conventional airport 
operations, the five-day trial covered 
40 criteria over a variety of ground 
manoeuvres including sustained taxi 
at a speed of over 15mph (25km/h), 
runs up inclined surfaces and a range 
of reverse movements. 

Christian Mutz, LHT's Programme 
Manager - Innovation, spoke enthusi- 
astically about the project, remarking 
that although the performance of the 
e-taxi system was as good as he had 


expected, he was “surprised” by the 
remarkable agility shown by the A320 
during manoeuvres such as pivoting оп 
the spot around the main landing gear 
in both forward and reverse directions 
L3's Vice President and Executive 
Programme Manager, Joe Hoffman, 
remarked: "This revolutionary system 
utilises green technology to provide 
more environmentally friendly opera- 
tions. We are convinced that this system 
will provide significant benefits.” 

Mutz commented that the electronic 
motors are over-engineered in their 


current form (the aircraft was able to 
taxi using just one of its two motors) 
but had allowed LHT to demonstrate 
the technology. Any refinements would 
take into account lessons learned during 
the trials, while obvious problems such 
as compromised braking performance 
due to the removal of two brake units 
would also be considered. 

“The system offers significant fuel sav- 
ings, improved turnaround times and 
reduced engine maintenance,” Hoffman 
added, noting that e-taxi would appear 
well suited to high-cycle operations. 


News Review • 
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Tough Year for 
European Carriers 


THE ASSOCIATION of European Airlines 
(AEA) has predicted that 2012 will be 
a difficult year for most carriers. The 
statement follows a recent, similar fore- 
cast from the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) which cited rising 
fuel costs, financial turmoil across the 
continent and the EU's Emission Trading 
Scheme (ETS) as key factors. 

"Most of our members have posted 
good results over ће first nine months 
of 2011. Passenger numbers are ир 
896 and the outlook for the full year 
is positive," AEA Secretary General 
Ulrich Schulte-Strathaus commented. 
“However, freight figures have been fal- 
tering since mid-year and third-quarter 
yields are beginning to weaken. The 
fourth quarter will mark the start of a 
tough ride ahead. 

“There is one certainty for 2012: it will 
not bean easy ride for European airlines. 
The prospect of high external costs and 
depressed demandis nota good combi- 
nation. Reflecting the uncertain political 
climate, our membership is expected to 
post a €1-2 billion loss for 2012. 

“This forecast is heavily dependent on 
a swift and effective political solution 
to the sovereign debt crisis. There is 
little our regulators can do to cut the 
cost of fuel, but national governments 
can cut airline fuel burn by delivering 
on their Single European Sky promises. 
They can recognise the fact that aviation 
taxation damages the economy. Finally, 
they can cut uncertainty by resolving 
conflict around the emissions trading 
debate. A globally acceptable solution 
to ETSis a must for 2012." 
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ULS Freighter at Brize 


A recent visitor to RAF Brize Norton was one of ULS Airlines Cargo's three Airbus A300 freighters, TCKZV 
(п 041). The Istanbul, Turkey-based carrier was formerly known as Kazu Airlines Cargo. (Torn Gautier) 


i—— OLT Jetair 


Following the recent merger between OLT and Polish carrier Jet Air, the respective. 
fleets have begun to appear in OLT Jetair's new livery, including this Fokker 100, 
D-AOLH (c/n 11265). (Evtospor) 


BRITISH REGIONAL carrier Flybe 
has taken delivery of the first of 35 
Embraer 175s after agreeing a $500 
million financing deal with the Brazilian 
Export Development Bank, (BNDES). 
The airline placed an order with the 
South American manufacturer for up 
to 140 E-Jets at the 2010 Farnborough 
Airshow, comprising 35 firm orders and 
105 options and purchase rights (see 
Airliner World, January issue, pg 41). 
The loan deal agreed with BNDES pro- 
vides finance forthe first 20 aircraft, with 
delivery expected to be completed by 
July 2014 - the remaining 15 examples 
are planned to have joined the carrier 
by October 2016. 

The new narrow-body E-Jets will mostly 
be used to replace the older, Bombardier 
Dash 8-Q400 turboprops - 29 E1755 will 


British low-cost carrier bmibaby has 


unveiled the latest addition to its baby 
range in the form of Boeing 737-308, 
Named Surf's up, 


substitute existing aircraft as they exit 
Flybe's fleet, while the remaining six are 
earmarked for fleet expansion 

"The BNDES deal secures all our planned 
aircraft financing requirements through 
to July 2014 and is an important mile- 
stone for us, sending out a very clear 
message that our business is in robust 
financial health,” commented Flybe 
Chairman and CEO Jim French CBE 
In the current challenging economic 
environment, I believe this very sig. 
nificant financing is a great testament 
to our recognised strength within 
the aviation finance community. This 
news follows on the back of ourinterim 
results for 2011/12, which showed a 
74% increase in profits before tax to 
£14.3 million against a backdrop of dif 
ficult trading conditions in the UK. "The 


E175 delivers the right economic and 
environmental performance for the 
sector lengths we are most interested 
in exploiting across Europe." 

Meanwhile, the carrier also announced 
plansto launch services from Norwich 
The new routes, to Exeter, Manchester 
and Newquay, will be operated from 
March 2012 by franchise partner 
Loganair using a Dornier 328 turboprop 
Andrew Strong, Managing Director of 
Flybe UK, commented: "Ме are launch: 
ing ournew twice-weekly summer route 
to Newquay as a result of passenger 
demand, it will complement the recently 
re-introduced Norwich-Exeter route and 
together, these new services will open 
up convenient and affordable travel 
between the West Country and East 
Anglia again." (Photo Martin Needham) 


Airlines Respond Angrily to 
APD Increase 


BRITISH AIRWAYS (BA) has suggested 
that its planned expansion, which was 
expected to create 800 new jobs in 
2012, will be significantly reduced 
following the UK Government's 
decision to increase the contro- 
versial Air Passenger Duty (APD). 
In his Autumn Statement, the UK's 
Chancellor, George Osborne, con- 
firmed that the tax, which applies 
to all passengers leaving one of the 
country's airports, would be increased 
by 1096 from April 2012 - this would 
also apply retrospectively for pas- 
sengers who have already booked 
to travel beyond thís date. 

Responding to the Chancellor's state- 
ment, BA commented that “further 
rises in APD is completely at odds 
with the government's declared aim 
of creating the foundations for growth, 
Against an already difficult economic 
background, these fresh tax hikes make 
itimpossible forus to proceed with this 
level of recruitment, so we expect to 


reduce this number by about half. We 
will also postpone our plan to bring an 
extra Boeing 747 into service next sum- 
mer, and review the use of two others,” 
Many of the country’s leading car- 
riers, including easyJet, Flybe and 
Virgin Atlantic, have reacted angrily 
to the increase, with international 
airlines threatening to reduce services 
tothe UK. 

BA CEO Keith Williams added: “The 
government talks about creating the 
conditions for jobs and growth - but 
the reality is the opposite. Its tax poli- 
cy, which is uniquely hostile to aviation, 
iscosting us jobs and growth. The rises 
in APD have left us with no alternative. 
but to cut back on our planned recruit- 
ment. Many of these opportunities 
would have been for young people. 
Ata time of high unemployment for 
new graduates and school-leavers, it 
is deeply regrettable that these addi- 
tional tax increases have propelled us 
into this decision.” 


.... News Review: Europe 


Construction work has started at 
Manchester Airport on its new 196.9ft 
(60m)-high Air Traffic Control Tower. The 
£16 million facility is due for completion in 
spring 2013. 


British carrier Monarch Airlines has 
selected STG Aerospace to refit its 
30-strong fleet of Airbus aircraft with the 
SaffGlo over-carpet floorpath marking 
system. The lighting is designed to provide 
highly visible emergency exit guidance. 


The former Cargolux CEO Ulrich 
Ogiermann and Senior Vice President Sales 
and Marketing, Robert Van de Weg each 
entered into a plea agreement with the 
Us Department Of Justice and will serve a 
13-month jail term after pleading guilty to 
fixing prices on air cargo. The Luxemburg- 
based freight operator, which also pleaded 
guilty during related proceedings in 2009, 
was fined $119 million 


UK Air Traffic Control provider NATS has 
been awarded the President's medal from 
the Operational Research Society for its 
work on a new metric designed to enable 
the provider to measure the environmental 
performance of aircraft under its control 
(Photo NATS) 


Turkish low-cost carrier Pegasus Airlines has 
partnered with Green Island Holidays and 
London-based radio station Capital FM to 
donate a luxury holiday to the Help a Capital 
Child appeal 2011: The scheme was fist 
established in 1975 to assist disadvantaged 
young people in the London area. 


Scandinavian carrier SAS has secured a five- 
уем, $74 million refinancing deal on four 
Airbus A321s with Deutsche VerkehrsBank AG, 


Austrian Airlines has reported that 
It carried 843,100 passengers during 
November 2011, а 43% increase against 
the same period in 2010. However, load 
factors were down by 3% to 69.8%. 


Norwegian Air Shuttle has been selected 
as the preferred bidder by the Norwegian 
Armed Forces to provide domestic and 
International flights for its personnel. The 
three-year contract starts from January 31. 


SAS Scandinavian Airlines has introduced 
SASWIFI, allowing passengers to browse 
the internet and use GSM mobile phones 
onboard its aircraft. The carriers Boeing 
737-800 fleet will be the first to feature the 
Panasonic system. 
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Pictured at Manchéster on December 17 was Danube WIRQEATIC7ZTUZ, OM-VRB (c/n 367). The aircraft was used to transport the French rugby 
team, SU Agen for its fixture against Sale Sharks. т 


Seabird lakes Off 


New Turkish air-taxi operator Seabird Airlines has recently received its preliminary Air 
Operators Certificate with flights due to launch in spring 2012. The carriers first aircraft, 
de Havilland Canada Twin Otter, TC-SBA (c/n 382), at pictured in Istanbul/Sabiha Gökçen 


immanes Condor Retro Jet 


D 
This well-travelled Astraeus Airlines Boeing 757-28A, G-STRW (c/n 24543) was — 
Until the carrier's recent demise - used to operate Ministry of Defence 
charter flights. The aircraft is pictured parked at 
RAF. т р 
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.... News Review =! 


THE LATVIAN Government has become 
the majority shareholder of troubled 
national carrier AirBaltic after increas- 
ing its ownership to 99.8%. The deal 
resulted from the acquisition of a 47.2% 
stake from Baltijas Aviacijas Sistemas 
(BAS), the holding company owned by 
the airline's former CEO Bertolt Flick. 


The government followed the acquisition 
withan agreement to increase the carrier's 
capital by £69.4 million to allow for future 
development and fleet modernisation. 

Martin Gauss, AirBaltic CEO commented: 
"We presented three development sce- 
narios to the government. The decision 
taken today enables us to stabilise and 


All Change at Air Baltic 


restructure the business, in order to 
grow in the future. We are currently 
finalising a detailed business plan that 
includes fleet modernisation and net- 
work adjustment.” 

Under the plan presented to the gov- 
ernment, the carrier will modernise its 
fleet and operate just two types - the 
Bombardier Dash 8-Q400 and either the 
Airbus A320 or Boeing 737. 

AirBaltic, which reported a 396 increase 
in passenger figures for November 2011 
against the same period in 2010, also 
tookthe unusual step of selling cars on- 
board its flights. The airline offered pas- 
sengers travelling between December 
16 and January 15 the opportunity to 
purchase custom designed, 1.6 litre 
Mini Coopers – those wishing to buy 
the AirBaltic-inspired green and white 
vehicle could pay €50 on-board before 
completing the transaction after land- 
ing. "We are the world's first airline to 
start selling cars on board. Naturally, we 
still believe that flying is smarter than 
driving whenever possible, and that is 
why we will offer the airBaltic Mini in 
a stylish aircraft livery, chosen by the 
most active of our 60,000 Facebook 
followers." (Photo AirBaltic) 


ZURICH AIRPORT has officially opened 
its new Dock-B area following major 
refurbishment. The new facility includes 
а 7,000sq ft (650m?) premium class 
lounge for Swiss International Air Lines" 
passengers which features designer 
armchairs, a working zone with wire- 
less internet, anda spacious bistro area 
(with buffet). 


Zurich Goes High-Tech 


The airport has used the redevelop- 
ment of Dock B to promote the locally- 
based national carrier, with the Swiss 
International logo now prominent 
throughout the terminal building. 

Developed in parallel to Dock B, the 
airport has also opened a new, cen- 
tralised security building which uses 
state-of-the-art equipment to speed 


up the checking process. 
Another feature just unveiled by the 
airport was the high-tech automated 
check-in facility. Similar to web check- 
in, passengers can select the option 
when booking flights, with the system 
automatically allocating a seat and gen- 
erating a boarding card via email or SMS 
text messaging. 


Cambridge Airport-based Pilot Training 
College has completed the installation of 
its Boeing 737NG, high-definition flight 
simulator. The new facility will be used to 
ain students in multi-crew co-operation and 
Jetorientation, (Photo Pilot Training College) 


Troubled CSA Czech Airlines, which posted 
а 533.5 million loss for 2010, has reported 
that It will reduce its 300-strong flight crew 
by up to one third in a bid to cut costs. The 
carrier is also set to transfer up to 11 of 
its narrow-body aircraft to its leisure arm, 
Holidays Czech Airlines, 


Copenhagen Airport reported that it handled 
1.76 million passengers during November 
2011, an increase of 4.396 over 2010, 


The European Regions Airline 
Association (ERA) has approved the 
membership of Estonian Air. Established 
in 1991, the carrier is 90% owned by 
the state and has recently added a third 
Bombardier CRJ900 NextGen to its fleet. 


Brussels Airlines has announced that it 
will significantly increase the frequency of 
its services to Africa from April 2012. The 
carrier will use its recently acquired Airbus 
330-3005 to operate additional flights to 
Burundi, Cameroon, Ivory Coast and Kenya. 


Irish no-frills carrier Ryanair has confirmed 
that it will establish its 48th base in the 
Danish city of Billund. The airline will 
use two aircraft to operate 19 routes, and 
expects to carry around 800,000 passengers 
‘each year. 


Lyon Expansion 


AFTER JUST ten months of con- 
struction work, Lyon-Saint Exupéry 
Airport has opened its new satel- 
lite, part of the larger, Terminal 3 
expansion project. The 53,81954 
ft (5,000m”) facility will handle an 
additional 1.5 million passengers 
each year, with this expected to 
increase to an eventual 3 million. 

With budget airlines forming an 
increasing part of the traffic at Lyon 
(currently 21.3% of the market), 
Terminal 3 will be devoted to the 
low-cost carriers Air Arabia, easyJet, 
Transavia and Vueling. Due for com- 
pletion in April 2012, it will include 
12 check-in desks, an arrivals hall and 
gates forten, medium-sized aircraft. 
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ASIT prepares to receive its first Boeing 
747-8 Intercontinental, German car- 
rier Lufthansa and its maintenance 
arm, Lufthansa Technik (LHT) recently 
hosted a visit from one of the manu- 
facturer's test aircraft at its Frankfurt 
base. For the duration of its stay, from 
December 6 to 9, the airliner was used 
to validate ground handling processes 
and entry-into-service trials ahead of 
the first delivery in early 2012 

Speaking with Airliner World, LHT's 
Director of New Aircraft Readiness — 
Aircraft Maintenance, Dean Ranieri 
highlighted some of the challenges 
the arrival posed to the MRO: "This 
new type is more than just another 
variant of the 747 family. Even before 
we receive the aircraft there are many 
areas which require co-ordination 
We must ensure our personnel are 
properly licensed to work on the jet 
that we have an adequate supply of 
spares and that the necessary ground 
support and tooling is in place 

Featuring larger, redesigned wings and 
an 18.3ft (5.6m) fuselage extension, 
the most obvious area of concer 
whether the latest incarnation of the 


was 


thansa Prepares 
for the 747-8| 


747 would fit into LHT's facilities at 
Frankfurt airport. 

"Our hangars here were designed to 
handle the original -100 variant and, 
while no modification to the struc- 
ture has been necessary, the larger 
geometry of the -8 means we are only 
able to fit four aircraft into the hangar 
instead of the current six. We are, 
however, optimistic that this reduced 
capacity will be offset by an expected 
increase in reliability of the new type." 
Frank Hoelterhoff, Project Manager 
- Service Readiness for the 747-81 
confirmed that LHT would, for the 
short term at least, adopt the same 
maintenance cycle which is employed 
on the existing 747 fleet. This could 
be evaluated again once the type had 
been bedded in. Ranieri added that 
the MRO was expecting a reliability 
level of at least 98.596 from the type 
with current performance "comparable 
to a mature -400 airframe.” 

The aircraft used for the visit, N6067U 
(c/n 37826), is one of three examples 
used by Boeing to perform the flight 
testing for the type's certification 
process. Wearing a basic Lufthansa 


RN m 


The Boeing 747-8 Intercontinental spent most of its time in Frankfurt, Germany undergoing fit 


checks to ensure that it was compatible with ground equipment, ai 


maintenance hangars. 
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ridges, parking stands and 


colourscheme of white fuselage, grey 
undersides and dark blue tail, the jet 
will undergo post-testing refurbish- 
ment before joining the carrier in late 
2013 as D-ABYE - the fifth of an even- 
tual 20 for the German airline. 

Much ofthe aircraft's time in Frankfurt 
was spent undergoing ‘fit checks’ to 
ensure compatibility with LHT's facili 
ties, along with air bridges and ground 
equipment on three parking stands 
around the airport. 

LHT has already gained approval to 
perform line maintenance on the 
freighter variant of the 747-8. It has 
invested heavily with docking and 
rig equipment, modified by the Dutch 
specialist firm NUL, to allow cross 
use on both the -8 and -400 models 
Twenty five of LHT's maintenance 
engineers have been sent to Seattle 
to undergo conversion training with 
the manufacturer. 

One area where LHT has benefited is 
in the development of the 747-81. As 
launch customer, the operator had 
a significant influence over Boeing 
and requested several modifications, 
including replacing the rubberised 


Delivery of the first Boeing 

747-8 Intercontinental to launch 

customer Lufthansa is expected 
during early 2012. 


lea 


with metal equivalents, while engine 
strut access panels - previously prone 
to vibration - have been replaced with 
improved 777-style units. 

Part of the MRO preparation proc- 
ess - still to be finalised – is its spares 
provision and, in particular, how it will 
balance the cost of spare parts (which, 
due to the incorporation of new tech- 
nology and weight saving materials 
are markedly more expensive than 
those for the -400 model) against its 
ability to meet operational readiness 
requirements. LHT expects to have 
received a spare GEnx engine by the 
end of January 2012 which, Ranieri 
reports, "will be sufficient to support 
a fleet of five aircraft." He added that 
the carrier retains the option of a short. 
term lease from GE, with at least one 
further example currently available 
in Europe 

Also to be agreed is how the German 
carrier will exploit the increased 
number of diagnostic reports gener- 
ated by the new type: discussions are 
reportedly underway with Boeing 
though nothing has yet been finalised 


The larger wingspan and length of the Boeing 747-8! means that Lufthansa Technik's 
Hangar 5 will only be able to hold four examples rather than six of the previous -400 series. 
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Dagestan Airline 
rounded 


TWELVE MONTHS afterthe fatal crash 
of one ofits Tupolev Tu-154s airliners, 
Russian carrier Dagestan Airlines 
has had its Air Operators Certificate 
(AOC) revoked by the Federal Air 
Transport Agency, Rosaviatsia. 

The accident, which occurred at 
Moscow/Domodedovo Airport in 
December 2010, was attributed b 
the Interstate Avíation Committee 
(MAK) to the inadvertent deactiva: 
tion of a pump during fuel transfer. 
The resultant loss of thrust forced 
the crew into an erratic emergency 
landing during which the jet broke 
up killing two passengers. 

In its report, Rosaviatsia highlight 
ed several concerns with Dagestan 
Airlines, including “significant viola 


tions in the organisation of flight 
operations, aircraft maintenance, 


pilot training, issues of work and 
rest hours of crews, and other short: 
comings in the airline,” adding that 
“some of the parts installed in the 
crashed aircraft were found to be 
counterfeit.” These con 
compounded 
were identified during ramp inspec 
tions of its aircraft by foreign avia- 
tion authorities during recent Hajj 
pilgrimage flights. 

In the aftermath of the accident 
the agency completed a quality and 
certification audit on Dagestan 
Airlines, noting that the carrier "had 
failed to correct system ak- 
nesses in its operations.” 
Rosaviatsia added that passengers 
currently booked to fly with the 
grounded airline would be trans: 
ferred to other local opera 
including Kuban Airlines, RusLine 
and VIM Avia. 


rns were 


hen similar issues 
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TRANSAERO, THE second largest airline 
in Russia, has confirmed an order for 
eight Airbus A320neos following the 
Memorandum of Understanding signed 
with the European manufacturer at the 
International Aviation and Space Salon 
MAKS-2011 last year (see Airliner World, 
October 2011, pg14). The airline added 
that the neo (New Engine Option) was 
purchased as part of its expansion strat 
egy and fleet renewal programme and 
will be used on its medium-haul network 
of domestic and international routes. 


Transaero is yet to decide between the 
CFM International LEAP-X and Pratt & 
Whitney PW1100G to power the aircraft 
"This order for the A320neo confirms 
our ambition to become the first opera 
tor of this aircraft type in Russia, the CIS 
and Eastern Europe. These newest air- 
craft will enable us to offer maximum 
comfort to our passengers, while their 
high fuel efficiency will help us make 
air transportation affordable for a wider 
audience; Transaero CEO Olga Pleshakova 
commented. 


John Leahy, Chief Operating Officer at 
Airbus added: “Transaero is an excep- 
tionally forward looking and pioneering 
airline in Russia and we are delighted to 
play such a significant role in the compa- 
ny'sfuture strategy. Ina fiercely competi- 
tive market this is a great endorsement 
for our eco-efficient aircraft’ 

The manufacturer claims that the 
A320neo, which will also incorporate 
‘Sharklet’ wing tip devices, will be 15% 
more efficient than its predecessor. 
(Photo Airbus) 


UTair Axes Ageing Airliners 


RUSSIAN CARRIER UTair has confirmed 
that the introduction of the recently 
revised federal aviation regulations 
will lead to a significant reduction of 
its Antonov An-24 and Tupolev Tu-134 
fleets. The new rules call forall Russian 
aircraft to be equipped with a traf- 
fic collision avoidance and enhanced 
ground proximity warning systems (see 


САБ for Yamal 


GP LAA 


This former Lufthansa Cityline/Eurowings Bombardier CRJ200, D-ACRD (c/n 7583), is one of four examples destined to join Salekhard-based Yamal 


Airlines. The regional jet was repainted at Norwich 


Airliner World, September 2011, pg13). 
With the cost of installing such 
equipment estimated to be between 
$192,000 and $320,000 peraircraft and, 
in particular, the ageing An-24 and 
Tu-134 approaching the end of their 
useful lives, the airline does not con- 
sider upgrading its entire fleet as com- 
mercially viable. As such, UTair plans 
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and is expected to become VQ-BPA. 


to reduce its fleet of Tupolev twin-jets 
from 28 down to eight, while a further 
ten An-24s will also be disposed of. It is. 
not immediately clear how the carrier 
will address the shortfall in capacity, 
though it is expected that it will be 
covered, in part at least, by ongoing 
deliveries of ATR 47/725, Boeing 737s 
and Bombardier CRJ2005. 


Ax 


More Legislation for Russian Carriers 


THE RUSSIAN Ministry of Transport has 
drafted legislation that would require all 
domestic airlines operating scheduled 
flights to have liability insurance. If 
enacted, the bill, which could enterforce 
in July 2012, would mandate reimburse- 
ment for stranded passengers who are 


left to find alternative transport in the 
event of an airline ceasing operations 
The insurance would guarantee refunds 
for passengers if the carriers cancel 
flights owing to bankruptcy or the loss 
of an Air Operator's Certificate (AOC) – 
under current rules, this compensation 


comes from federal funds. 

The move, which has attracted criti- 
cism from some of the country's larger 
airlines, comes after several carriers, 
including Region-Avia, Continent and 
Avianova, unexpectedly ceased trading 
during 2011 


Antonov in the UK 


cM 


An unusual visitor to Doncaster Sheffield Airport was Motor Sich's Antonov An-74TK-200, UR-74026 (c/n 36547096919), The aircraft retains the all- 
white scheme applied during its time operating for the United Nations. 


Ukraine and Russia 
Agree Open Skies Deal 


AUTHORITIES IN Russia and Ukraine 
have agreed to remove restrictions 
on the number of carriers allowed to 
operate between Moscow and Odessa. 
Only Transaero and AeroSvit are cur- 
rently permitted to serve the route, but 
high demand has resulted in artificially 
inflated ticket prices. 

Many key international routes have 
been bound under bilateral agree- 
ments limiting the number of carriers 
that can operate on them. The new 
accord, which will enter force during 
summer2012, has been welcomed by 
airlines from both countries. 


74/F for Silkway 


Russia to Offer Fleet Renewal Grants 


RUSSIA'S DEPUTY Minister of Transport, 
Valery Okulov, has reportedly pledged 
to award domestic and regional carriers 
up to $60.8 million in grants as part of 
anongoing fleet renewal exercise. The 
announcement followed a meeting in 
Khabarovsk to discuss the development 
of air transport in the far east of the 
country; the region is expected to be 
one of the hardest hit by the govern- 
ment's recent decision to ban Antonov 
An-24s and Tupolev Tu-134s from oper- 
ating scheduled services. 

Furthermore, it is estimated that 50% 
of the region's ageing Yakovlev Yak-40 
fleet will be retired by 2015, creating a 


during a recent visit to Dubai. 


Ukrainian Football Charter 


Dniproavias Boeing 737-5Ү0, UR-DNH (c/n 24696), was used to fly Dynamo Kiev 
каа Баара Clem a аана саана 


‘Azerbaijan-based cargo operator Silk Way Airlines has 
recently taken delivery of two former Cargolux Boeing 747- 
Unc in ees шшш 


major shortfall in the 55-seat air trans- 
port sector. 

"The subsidies for fleet renewal of the 
regional airlines are stipulated in the 
budget for 2012, 2013 and 2014. The 
amount of subsidy available in 2012 is 
$60.78 million, and this is expected to 
increase annually to $76.8 million by 
2014," Okulov commented. 

He added that the subsidy would be 
used to pay the initial deposits on new 
regional aircraft such as the Sukhoi 
Superjet 100 (around 12-15% of the 
total cost), while the remaining balance 
would be co-financed between the local 
authorities and the carriers 


News Review • CIS 


The number of domestic flights across 
Russia has reduced by more than 10% 
over the last year, according to the country’s 
Association of Air Transport Operators 
(AEVT). The group attributed the decline on 
low returns, adding that carriers were better 
able to turn a profit on international routes. 


Rostechnology has completed the transfer 
of five, state-owned regional airlines to 
Aeroflot. The previously announced deal, 
worth $81 million, was first communicated 
by the Russian Government in 2010. Aeroflot 
пом wholly owns both SAT Airlines and 
Orenhit, along with a 75% stake in Rossiya 
Airlines and majority shares in Vladivostok 
Avia and Saravia. 


Transaero has launched the first direct 
service between Moscow/Domodedovo and 
the Lithuanian capital, Vilnius. The carrier will 
operate the four-times weekly flight using a 
Boeing 737-500 in a four-dass layout. 


Following its successful entry into service, 
‘Aeroflot has started using its fleet of Sukhol 
Superjet 1005 on international routes. The type, 
which operated the Moscow to Oslo service 
оп December 5, recently reached the 1,000 
commercial fights landmark with the airline. 


Russian national carrier Aeroflot has 
announced plans to launch nine new routes 
for summer 2012. The airline will operate. 
to destinations including Alicante, Bologna, 
Krakow and Stuttgart using its expanding 
fleet of Airbus А3205 and Sukhoi Superjet 
1005. (Photo Key — Tony Dixon) 


Sukhoi officially opened its Superjet 100 
training centre on December 15. Located 
at Zhukovsky, the high-tech facility, which 
includes a Thales-build Full Flight Simulator, 
will be used to train pilots and technicians. 


The Russian Federal Air Transport Agency, 
Rosaviatsia, has said that it expects the total 
number of passengers to be cried by domestic 
Caries to reach 6 milion for 2011, an increase 
of 12% over the previous year. 


Armavia has revealed that it completed 528 
revenue flights and over 1,300 fight hours 
during its first six months of Sukhoi Superjet 100 
operations. The carriers sole example carried 
wer 33,000 passengers and covered almost 
620,000 miles (1,000 000km) during the period. 


The Russian Ministry of Transport has 
requested that the European Union postpone 
the introduction ofits Emissions Trading Scheme 
forat least 18 months after Aeroflot stated that 
it expected payments linked to the scheme to 
reach €40 milion in 2012. 
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Arik Air's 
"Savannah 
Express" 


WEST AFRICA'S largest carrier, Arik Airis 
continuing to expand regional services 
by adding three new destinations on its 
Lagos-Dakar route with intermeidate 
stops in Cotonou (Benin), Ouagadougou 
(Burkina Faso) and Bamako (Mali). The 
new service, called the ‘Savannah 
Express, started in December 2011 and 
will operate twice -weekly. It is flown 
with a Bombardier CRJ900, configured 
to seat ten passengers in Business Class 
and 64 in Economy. 

Arik Air's Group CEO/President, Dr 
Michael Arumemi-Ikhide said that 
the route was important because 
it marks the end to years of limited 
air links between Nigeria and the 
respective countries. "The inaugu- 
ration is coming at a time when the 
Economic Community of West African 
States [ECOWAS] is seeking closer rela: 
tions among countries in the region 
Our new services will help Nigeria, 
Burkina Faso and Mali to foster even 
stronger economic ties and cement 
economic relations.” 
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FOLLOWING THE announcement by 
Etihad Airways that it is going to buy 
another ten Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners – 
adding to the 31 already on order - the 
Abu Dhabi-based carrier will become 
the world's largest customer for this 
variant. Etihad has also purchased two 


more 777 Freighters (a total backlog of 
12 including ten 777-300ERs), bringing 
the total order to $2.8 billion at current 
list prices. Its fleet currently includes 
eight 777-300ERs and one 777 Freighter. 
"Our decision to expand our Dreamliner 
buy is testimony to our commitment to 


‘Oman Air has appointed ten new staff members to Из marshalling team at Muscat 
International Airport. The appointments - each taken up by an Omani national - strengthen 


‘opportunities for Sultanate’ citizens, (Photo Om» 


Oman Air's policy of Omanisation; which provides employment and career development 


n A) 


An interesting visitor to Cardiff International Airport, Wales in December was this privately- 
owned Saudi Arabian-registered Embraer Phenom 300, HZ-IBN (c/n 0040). 


operating one of the youngest and most 
fuel-efficient fleets in the skies,” said the 
carrier's CEO James Hogan. "It also reflects 
ourconfidence in the 787's ability to have 
a significant impact on our operating 
efficiencies and the passenger experience 
we can offer onboard.” (Photo Boeing) 


Long-Haul Closures 


AIR SEYCHELLES is to close long-haul 
routes to Europe, citing a weakening 
demand and an increase in competi- 
tion. According to CEO Bram Steller, 
the European economic crisis - coupled 
withtough competition from the Middle 
East - has led the carrier to the decision. 
The three remaining Boeing 767- 
300ERs will be returned to les- 
sor, International Lease Finance 
Corporation (ILFC), adding to the two 
itreturned in October and November 
2011. The airline said that it would now 
focus on regional services and plans to 
sign a cooperation deal with Etihad 
Airways on services to Abu Dhabi using 
а 737-800, with the aircraft also flying 
the remaining routes within the region. 


SAA Expands Routes 


SOUTH AFRICAN Airways (SAA) is 
expanding its African routes into the 
Congo as well as introducing a new 
international service to China. The 
airline will start flights to Pointe Noire 
in the Congo from January 26 and 
Beijing from January 31. Pointe Noire 
is the fourth new African destination 
added this financial year and joins 
Ndola, in Zambia; Kigali, in Rwanda; 
and Bujumbura, in Burundi 


Air Libya 8/2 


News Review • 


Following the resolution of the major problems in the country, Air 
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Libya (Benghazi) is using the ex-Air Algerie Boeing 727-206, 5A-DKV үч 
(cin 22374) on fights across Europe and North Africa. (Gokhan Seo) asl Nn 
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New Omani Emergency Response Centre 


OMAN AIR'S new state-of-the-art 
‘Emergency Response Centre’ (ERC) 
was opened in December 2011. It is 
located at the carrier's headquarters, 
and has been set up to meet the needs 
of airline emergency management. The 
senior staff meeting room is equipped 
with an IT and visual aids suite, includ- 


ing interactive smart-board, projectors 
and televisions. Up to 17 senior team 
members can be seated for briefings 
atthe ERC room. Two adjoining rooms 
are designated as Emergency Response 
Center Support’ (ERCS), complete with 
an office for up to 15 management and 
staff members.to coordinate and sup- 


A380 Connectivity on Emirates 


EMIRATES AIRLINE has launched Wi-Fi 
internet connectivity with industry serv- 
ice provider OnAir on its fleet of Airbus 
А3805. Customers can use Wi-Fi ena- 
bled devices, including smartphones, 
tablets and laptops, onboard. All they 
have to do is open up their device's 
wireless connections, log on to the 


OnAir network and follow the simple 
steps to access the internet, 

As part of a proving phase, some cus- 
tomers have been using the service 
since it was activated on the first few 
A380s last year. 

Connection prices start at just $7.50 
for mobile devices and $15 for laptops. 


Seawings flies charter operations from Dubai Creek in the UAE. Passengers can take: 


port the function of the ЕВС, 
“although an emergency center was 
availableforuse in ourcompany previ- 
ously, we would all agree that a mod- 
ern top-quality centre of this nature is 
of paramount importance fora rapidly 
growing airline like ours,” said Peter 
Hill, CEO Oman Air. 


Ethiopian Joins 
Star Alliance 


ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES has become the 
28th member of the Star Alliance, and 
the third African airline. Ata ceremony 
held at Addis Ababa's Bole International 
Airport, Jaan Albrecht CEO of Star, said: 
“we have taken a large step forward in 
completing our Africa strategy." 


sightseeing tours of the Dubai area or simply be transported 
to their exclusive off-shore residences. Cessna 208 Caravans are used, including A6-SEA (c/n 0118). (Честа Fiegweger) 


Emirates will add a fourth daily flight 
to London using an Airbus A380. It will 
‘commence on March 25, and follows on 
from the introduction of a third daily super 
jumbo flight on January 24, The move will 
make Emirates the largest operator of the 
type to service the UK airport, the company 
said. The current fifth daly flight is operated 
by a Boeing 777-300ER 


UK-based aircraft asset management 
company, Falko, has secured an exclusive 
remarketing mandate from Royal Air Maroc 
to arrange the sale or long-term lease of four 
Airbus A321-200s. The aircraft are available 
Immediately and are all recent-build models, 
equipped with CFM-56-5B3/P engines. 


Senegal Airlines has opted for NetLine/ 
Market from Lufthansa Systems to enhance 
its market analysis capabilities. Using this 
system, the airline can identify market 
developments at an earlier time and 
respond to them with flexible sales and 
Capacity measures. The system covers all 
aspects of sales, marketing and network 
planning, and processes market data from 
different reservation systems and enables 
a carrier to examine its position in a 
market or market segment instantly and 
analyze the competitors’ network and sales 
performance. 


New start-up operator fastjet.com could 
launch operations in Айка in 2012. It 
was revealed in December that easyGroup 
Holdings had entered into a conditional 
agreement with investment firm Rubicon 
Diversified to explore the possibility of 
launching an airline on the Continent. The 
carrier is being planned by easyJet founder's 
Sir Stelios Haji-loannou. 


British Airways (operated by Comair 
Limited) has, for the second year running, 
won the best full-service domestic airline at 
this years Annual Airports Company South 
Africa (ACSA) Feather Awards at Durban's 
King Shaka Intemational Airport. The 
awards recognise airline service excellence 
atall ACSA alrports. 


Qatar Airways corporate jet division, Qatar 
Executive, has re-launched its website, 
www.qatarexec.com.qa, with new features 
offering an enhanced link to the company’s 
private jet services. А new navigation 
system and home page layout allows users 
to quickly locate information, with detailed 
specifications and reviews of its wholly- 
‘owned fleet of six Bombardier private jets. 
(Photo Qatar Executive) 
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United 
To Buy A380s? 


ACCORDING TO Airbus' Chief Operating 
Officer - Customers, John Leahy, the 
new United Continental Holdings com- 
pany is contemplating an Airbus A380 
order. The aircraft would probably be 
used on its extensive US-Asia network. 
He made the remarks following a com- 
pany market forecast presentation їп 
Washington, USA. 

He added that although United's 
President and CEO Jeffery Smisek had pre- 
viously been against buying the aircraft, 
he has changed his mind over the use of 
the ‘super jumbo’. "I'm not saying there 
isanordersoon, but United understands 
that ifit wants to have a major presence 
in Asia, then it needs the A380." 
Airbus's 20-year forecast is optimistic 
that North American carriers will order 
up to 206 ultra-wide-body aircraft 
(А3805) between now and 2031 to 
relieve some of the pressure being 
placed on the busiest US hubs. 


‘Sheds’ 


Better 2012 For 
Boeing 


THE HEAD of Boeing's commercial 
division has sketched out plans 


to make 2012 “Boeing's year". His 
comments have been given some 
impetus by the $19 billion firm order 
for 150 revamped Boeing 737 MAXs 
and other Next Generation 737s from 
Southwest Airlines – see Headline 
News this issue. 

“We will have 1,300 to 1,400 firm 
orders by this time next year, cer- 
tainly,” Boeing Commercial Airplanes 
Chief Executive Jim Albaugh told a 
manufacturing and transportation 
summit in December. "I have full 
expectation that we will split the 
market on the MAX and the neo [in 
2012]," he said. 


Omni Air Gains 777 


Previously flown with United Airlines as N790UA, then Air India as VT-AIJ, this 
87774 17722205) NSZTAX (n 25943) a now sevice wth mi АЕ rational. 
[Bran McDonough 


FedEx Orders 76/5 and 777Fs 


US FREIGHT carrier FedEx Express has 
ordered 27 Boeing 767-300 Freighters 
and has exercised existing options 
for two additional 777Fs. The 7675 
will be a new model for the Memphis, 
Tennessee-based freight carrier's fleet 
of more than 690 and will enable the 


= 


replacement of ts less efficient, medi- 
um wide-body cargo aircraft. The 777Fs. 
will support growth in the international 
cargo market. 

“The 767-300 Freighter will be a great 
complement to our cargo fleet,” 
said David J Bronczek, President 


Affectionately known as the Shed; there are very few Short 330s in operation. This example flies as a freighter for McNeely Charter Service and 
arrived at Boeing Field with a cargo of aircraft parts from Wichita. This particular aircraft, N262AG (c/n SH3120), stills retains the basic colours of 
the previous user - the US Air Force. 
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and CEO of FedEx Express. “With 
its solid efficiency among medium 
wide-bodies, it is an ideal solution 
to support our strategy of providing 
fast and reliable delivery to every 
US address and to more than 220 
countries and territories." 


Delta Buys 
Into GOL 


DELTA AIR Lines has signed a binding 
agreement to invest $100 million in 
Brazilian low-cost carrier GOL gain- 
ing preferred shares and a seat on the 
board of directors. The carriers have 
also expanded their code-sharing rela- 
tionship and pledged to coordinate 
flight schedules to ease the transfer of 
passengers and cargo in Brazil. GOL, 
has now moved to an all-Boeing Next 
Generation 737 operating fleet, and 
will also transfer its two remaining 
767s to Delta 


Gulfstream International airlines has been relaunched and rebranded as Silver Airways. The first of six former Mesaba 
in a ceremony at Fort Lauderdale International Airport on December 15, Currently carrying the serial N437XJ, it will be reregistered as N341AG - 
Ag being the chemical symbol for silver. 


Travel is our deal. 


First Sol Saab 340B 


ACTING ON behalf of Swedish com- 
pany Sverigeflyg Leasing, Skyworld 
Aviation has arranged the lease of a 
Saab 3408 to SOL Líneas Aéreas, This is 
the Argentinean carrier's first 'B model 
and it now operates a total of six SF340s. 
The aircraft LV-CSK (c/n 168 ex-SE- 
UR) was previously in operation with 
Nextjet of Sweden. This is the fourth 
aircraft Skyworld has placed on behalf 
of Sverigeflyg Leasing, having previ- 
ously arranged a lease of a Saab 340A 
into Jamaica and the sale of two fur- 
ther examples to Sprint Air (Poland) and 
Direct Aero Services (Romania). 


Silver Airways 


OLOMBIAN 


rolling 


passenger market 


b 340s was handed over 


New 777-300ER Interior For AA 


AMERICAN AIRLINES (AA) has revealed 
details of the new interiors forits fleet of 
Boeing 777-300ERs, These include fully 
lie-flat First and Business Class seats and 
Wi-Fi availability to keep international 
customers connected 

Thecarrieris scheduled to take delivery of 
tenofthetypeinthe next two years = with 
London chosen as the first destination. 
"Wecontinueto remain focussed on pro- 


viding a differentiated customerexperi- 
ence through various efforts, including 
the execution of ourfleet renewal plan,” 
said Virasb Vahidi, AA's Chief Commercial 
Officer. “The addition of the 777-300ER 
will further modernise our fleet.” 

Arranged in a three-class cabin con- 
figuration, itis said the new aircraft will 
provide the carrier with more passenger 
and cargo capacity than any other aircraft 


inits fleet today. A spokesperson added 
"A'walk-up' bar stocked with snacks and 
refreshments in the Premium cabin will 
bea firstforany USairline. Entertainment 
options include up to 120 films, more 
than 150TV programmes and more than 
350 audio selections. Every seat will fea 
tureindividual 110-volt AC poweroutlets 
and USB jacks for charging personal 
electronic devices." 


e News Reviews 


JetBlue Airways has ordered 86 PurePower 
PW1100G-JM engines from manufacturer 
Pratt & Whitney for its recently ordered 
feet of 40 Airbus A320neo aircraft. The 
Memorandum of Understanding also includes 
а long-term PureSolution maintenance 
service agreement. The carrier becomes the 
first US airline customer for the PurePower 
geared turbofan engine on the A320neo. 


GKN Aerospace is planning to establish 
à new aerospace components assembly 
facility in Orangeburg, South Carolina, USA. 
It will perform assembly operations for the 
recently-awarded production contract for the 
HondaJet, which is being partially developed 
at the company’s Alabama facility. This 
involves assembly of the state-of-the-art all 
composite fuselage for Hondas new light 
business jet, and work is scheduled to begin 
at the Orangeburg site in mid-2012. 


freight carrier Kalitta Air has purchased 
а new Boeing 747-400ERF “in order to 
continue and expand’ its operations. The 
company says this is the first time in its 
history thatit has bought а new aircraft. The 
‘Michigan-based cargo carrier was formed in 
2000 and currently operates a fleet of seven 
747-400Fs and 15 747-2005. 


Hamilton International Airport in Canada 
has bolstered its winter schedule with a 
selection of new flights being marketed by 
Transat Tours and operated by CanJet. The 
Canadian tour operator will be offering fights 
1o Varadero and Holguin in Cuba, Cancun in 
Mexico and Punta Cana in the Dominican 
Republic. (Photo Hamilton Airport) 


The Air Transport Association (ATA) has 
changed its name to Airlines for America 
(AAA), to “better represent the industry’ vital 
‘ole of literally connecting the United States to 
the global economy" Its new tagline will be 
‘We Connect the World: “We have supported 
‘America airlines as they changed travel, trade 
and tourism across the US and became today’s 
indispensable facilitators of the global economy,” 
said A4AS CEO and President Nicholas Callo. 


Avianca has opted for the codeshare 
management solution SchedConnect from 
Lufthansa Systems. It is already used by the 
airline TACA which forms part of the same airline 
group. The system aims to calculate the optimum 
codeshare assignments based on the curent 
flight schedules. If a minimum connecting 
time is not made due to a schedule change or 
if a partner flight is cancelled, SchedConnect 
automaticaly assigns the marketing flight 
number to another suitable connecting fight 
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‘All Black’ Boeing 777-300ER Rolled Out 


DURING THE night of December 16, 
Boeing and Air New Zealand revealed 
the world’s largest commercial aircraft 
to be painted completely black. The 
Boeing 777-300ER, ZK-OKA (c/n 40689) 
was led out of the Everett paint hangar 
by All Black rugby players Kieran Read 
and Andy Ellis. The new scheme has 
been applied to highlight Air New 
Zealand's long-term sponsorship com- 
mitmentto the recently crowned World 
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Champion team. 
According to Boeing, the airliner took 
just over a week to complete, two days 
longer than it normally takes to paint 
a 777. The company used 185 gallons 
(700 litres) of chrome-free primer and 
paint for the impressive livery, with 14 
painters working in shifts 24 hours a day. 
Preparing and painting the jet entirely 
blacktook one and half days, followed 
by a further five days for the intricate 


China Airlines’ Fleet Renewal P 


TAIWAN-BASED China Airlines is looking 
into replacing 13 of its Boeing 747-4005 
from 2015/16 and is said to be consider 
ing the Airbus A350-1000, A380, 747-8 
and 777-300ER. It is also simultane- 
ously evaluating a narrowbody fleet 
of more than 20 aircraft such as the 737 
MAX and A320neo for entry into service 
around 2020. 

China Airlines already has 14 A350- 
900s on order, plus 16 options which it 
could change to the -1000 variant. Its 
А3505 are scheduled to be delivered 
between 2015 and 2018. China Airlines 
is currently taking delivery of seven 


details including the silver fern overlaid 
onitand the Koru symbol. The remain- 
ing time was spent on finishing touches. 
Speaking at the roll-out, Jeff Klemann, 
Boeing Vice President Everett Delivery 
Center said, “It was, without doubt, one 
of the most challenging paint jobs we've 
ever done, but the paint team was up 
for the challenge and the results are 
absolutely outstanding. 

The 777 is scheduled to be handed 


ans 


А330-3005 and will also receive up to 
six 737-8005 by the end of 2014. 

The company believes the A350s will 
bring it better operational performance, 
especially on services to Europe which 
are subject to restrictions when overfly 
ing Mainland China. It is working with 
aviation authorities in both countries to 
try to obtain more direct routes to Europe 
through Chinese airspace, which would 
enhance efficiency both in terms of flying 
times, fuel burn and CO, emissions. China 
Airlines has said it will not add any more 
European destinations to its network 
until the first A350 is delivered. 


HONGKONG AIRLINES 


ms 


overto Air New Zealand in late January 
2012 and will enter service on the car- 
rier's long-haul routes to Los Angeles 
London/Heathrow and Melbourne over 
the coming year. This latest aircraft joins 
an All Black Airbus A320 already in serv- 
ice with the carrier. Another A320 and 
three Beech 1900D turboprops flown by 

nal subsidiary, Eagle Air, are also 
due to receive the special black livery 


Chinese Start-up 


AIR CHINA'S new subsidiary, Dalian 
Airlines has received its Air Operators 
Certificate (AOC) from the Civil 
Aviation Administration of China and 
was expected to launch services on 
December 26. Air China holds an 
8096 stake in the carrier, while the 
Dalian Baishui Zhengtong Company, 
representing the Dalian municipal 
government, holds the remaining 
20%. Initially, Dalian will use two 
Boeing 737-8005 to launch flights to 
Beijing and Taiyuan-Sanya. It is also 
seeking approval to start international 
links to Japan and South Korea. 


First Airbus A320 for Hong Kong Airlines 


The first Airbus A320 of an order for 30 placed by Hong Kong Airlines at the 2007 Paris Air Show (firmed up at Asian Aerospace in September 2007), 
is seen here about to depart an overcast Toulouse on a pre-delivery test flight. The aircraft is carrying the test registration F-WWID and construction 
number 4970 and will be delivered early in the New Year when it will become, B-LPB. 


Latest livery for Star Alliance 
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Singapore Airlines’ Boeing 777-312ER, 9V-SWI (c/n 34574) was seen at Manchester International Airport on December 14 wearing this revised Star 


Alliance livery. The aircraft had been rolled out of the paint shop 


new scheme. 


For Christmas 2011, 
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Singapore four days earlier and this was only its second revenue flight in the 


re’s Topiary Icons 


ingapore's Changi International Airport staged a stunning display of iconic landmarks, presented as giant topiaries using trees 
and bushes cut into various shapes. These were located in the public and transit areas of Terminals 2 and 3 and included the Eiffel Tower (seen here), 

Sydney Opera House, the Temple of Heaven in Beijing and Singapore's very own Merlion statue and fountain. The festive spirit spread throughout the 
facility with vibrant decorations adorning all the terminal's interiors. 


Skywest Increases ATR Order 


SKYWEST AIRLINES will introduce five 
more ATR 72-600s into its fleet which 
will be flown on routes on behalf of 
Virgin Australia. This increase means 
that during 2011 the Singapore-based 
leasing company, Aviation PLC, placed 


13 firm orders on behalf of Skywest. 
Currently, Skywest has four ATR 72-5005 
flying on Virgin Australia’s regional net- 
work anda further nine ATR 72-6005 on 
order, the first of these will be delivered 
during 2012, The new contract for five 


extra ATR 72-6005 also includes options 
for eight more examples and is valued 
at over US$295 million at list prices. Like 
the ATR 72-5005 now in service, all the 
-600 series aircraft will fly in Virgin's 
latest white and red colour scheme. 


JAUS First Dreamliner Unveiled 


to enter 
service with Japan Airlines (JAL) was 
rolled out from the US 
er's paint hang 

resplendent in th 
ery. JAL has recently announce 


manufactur 
г on December 13, 


arrier's latest li 


the Dreamliner will be used to launch 
non-stop flights from Narita to Logan 
Airport in Boston, Massachusetts start 
ing on April 22,2 

ill be the first direct conn 

en Boston and Asia. Th 


JAPAN AIRLINES 


КИТҮҮ ҮҮ ҮҮ ttt 


рапу% 7 Il also be employed o 


routes from Narita to New Delhi and 
Moscow, as 
Beijing. (Photc 


Boeing) 


News Review * Asia/Pacific 


The Bodi Group, one of Mongolia’ largest 
business consortiums is, according to local 
media, planning to establish a new domestic 
carrier called Mongolian Airlines. It will 
operate initially with Fokker 50 turboprops 
and willbe affilated to national airline, МАТ 
‘Mongolian Airlines. 


Cobham Aviation Services Australia 
has extended its leases on a BAE Systems’ 
‘Avro 80100 and a British Aerospace 146 
300QT with aircraft asset manager, Falko. 
The А0100, VH-NUY (c/n E3331) is used 
to support a number of natural resource 
industry contracts principally in Western 
Australia, while the Quiet Trader, VH-NJZ 
(c/n E3126) is used on overnight scheduled 
air freight flights on the eastern seaboard 


Aviation services company, Flying Colours 
Corp, has delivered its fourth Chinese 
registered aircraft to Shenyang-based air 
charter operator, Шу Jet. The Bombardier 
Challenger 850, 8-7795 (c/n 8098) arrived at 
Lily Jets base on November 29 and went into 
service immediately. А further three 8505 
destined for China are currently undergoing 
completion and are scheduled for delivery 
during 2012. (Photo Flying Colours) 


"а 


Prospective partners іп the new Thai Tiger 
Airlines — Thal Airways International, Tiger 
Airways and RyanThai — have decided not to 
proceed with the joint low-cost venture. The 
project had been announced in 2010 with a 
completion deadline of October 2011, but 
has suffered a number of setbacks, including 
the failure to gain Thai Government 
approval. In September 2011 Thai Airways 
said that It would not extend the deadline 
as it was launching its own budget carrier, 
Thal Smile 


KAM Air, the privately owned Afghan 
airline, has added another Airbus A320 to 
its fleet in а deal valued at $10 million 
The 150-seat aircraft (138 in Economy and 
12 seats in Business Class), will be used оп 
the carriers routes from the Afghan capital 
Kabul, to Dubai and India. 


Boeing Business Jets delivered a ‘green’ 737- 
7G) (BBJ) to Nanshan Jet of Yantai, China 
оп December 16. The aircraft (n 4165) was 
then flown to Georgetown for outfitting of 
additional fuel tanks. It wil then go to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, for interior completion by Bizjet 
Intemational, a subsidiary of Lufthansa Technik 
before its final delivery to the carrier. 


Thai Airways Intemational became the 
first Asian airline to fly a commercial passenger 
service using biofuels when flight 16104 flew 
between Bangkok and Chiang Mai on December 
22. Thefirst non-commercial trial was completed 
the previous day using a Boeing 777-200. 
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News Review: International ...... 


7,000th Boeing Milestone 


BOEING HAS delivered the 7,000th 
737 to come off the production line to 
Dubai-based flydubai. It is the Low- 
Costcarrier's 14th Next-Generation 737- 
800 with the new Boeing Sky Interior. 
“it is incredible to be delivering our 


7,000th 737. We thank flydubai and all 
ourcustomers who have made the 737 
the world's most popular jet airliner,” 
said Beverly Wyse, the Vice President 
and General Manager of the Boeing 
737 programme. 


It took Boeing four years and eight 
months between the 4,000th and 
5,000th, while the gap between the 
5,000th and 6,000th was three years 
and two months. The 7,000th is just 
two years and eight months later. 


7,000th Airbus Milestone 


AIRBUS HAS delivered its 7,000th 
aircraft, an A321, to US Airways. In 
1993, the 1,000th Airbus delivery was 
ап A340-300 that went to Air France, 
19 years after the first Airbus aircraft 
was delivered — an A30082 also to Air 
France - in 1974, The 2,000th delivery 
was six years later in 1999 and it took 


First US-Assembled Pheno 


. 


FOLLOWING ITS maiden flig 
December, the first Embraer Phenom 


in early 


100 entry level business jet to be built at 
the company's new Melbourne, Florida 
assembly facility has been delivered 
to Kansas City-based Phenom 100 
and Phenom 300 fractional provider 
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half that time, just three years, to get 
to the 3,000th delivery in 2002 and 
three more years to reach 4,000. Only 
two years later, ће 5,000th aircraft, an 
330-200 to Qantas, was handed over 
in December 2007, while the 6,000th 
was an A380 which was delivered to 
Emirates in January 2010. 


Executive AirShare 
This is an extraordinary milestone for 

трапу" said Robert Knebel, Vice 
President, Sales for North America 
Embraer Executive Jets. 
of our most successful aircraft built in 
Melbourne and flying across American 


“To have one 


“It's particularly fitting that our 7,000th 
aircraft is an A321 going to US Airways. 
The airline not only operates the largest 
fleet of Airbus aircraft in the world; with 
over 220 A320 Family aircraft, they also 
operate the largest fleet of our best- 
selling, eco-efficient A320 Family,” said 
Tom Enders, Airbus President and CEO 


m 100 Delivere 


Aio 


ua 


skies embodies Embraer's determination 
to build a strong footprint in the US. 

Embraer opened t bourne pro. 
duction facility in February 2011 andon 
December 5, inaugurated its )sq 
ft (5,388m2), state-of-the-art Global 
Customer Center. (Photo Embraer) 


Ash Technology 
by easyJet 


FOLLOWING THE disruption caused 
by the Icelandic volcano, new ash 
ogy has been launched 

by European low-cost carrier easyJet 
and Nicarnica Aviation to detect 
umes of volcanic ash in the air. 

of Engineering at the Institution of 
Such 
technology will be useful as long 
as it is rolled out widely. We need 
ta. We also need to improve 


Mechanical Engineers said: 


ie have to measure 

anic ash and hence 

how it spreads. It 

s not improve the tolerance of the 
aircraft to ash. It just tells us where 


not to go 


First Chinese 


Sustainable 
Biofuel Flight 


AIR CHINA, Boeing, Chinese and US 
aviation energy partners have together 
conducted China's first sustainable bio- 
fuel flight. The two-hour mainland 
flight from Beijing Capital International 
Airport was intended to demonstrate 
the viability of using sustainable avia- 
tion biofuel sourced in China 

PetroChina, working with Honeywell's 
UOP, sourced and refined the Chinese- 
grown, jatropha-based biofuel used for 
the flight onboard a Boeing 747-400 
powered by Pratt & Whitney engines 
China National Aviation Fuel blended 
the biofuel with traditional jet fuel and 
also provided aircraft fuelling support. 


Simulator 
Contracts 
For CAE 


CANADIAN SIMULATOR manufacturer 
CAE has been awarded four contracts 
valued at more than Can$50 million 
for full-flight simulators (FFS) and 
training devices. They include an ATR 
42/72-600 FFS to European aircraft 
manufacturer ATR;a Bombardier Dash 
8-Q400 to Ethiopian Airlines and two 
(an Airbus A320 and a Boeing 737) 
to Shanghai Eastern Flight Training 
Centre, the training subsidiary of 
China Eastern Airlines. CAE has also. 
received contracts for training devices 
and for simulator update services 
from several airlines. 


Increased Production For 737 


Boeing has rolled out its first factory-complete Next-Generation 737 to be produced at the new higher rat 


towed from the factory to the adj 


of 2013 and to 42 a month in the first half of 2014. (Boeing) 


Airbus delivered the following aircraft in November: 


Lower Profit 
Forecast 


THE INTERNATIONAL Air Transport 
Association (IATA) has revised its indus- 
try profit outlook for 2012 by lowering 
its forecast from $4.9 billion to $3.5 
billion. The association's DG and CEO, 
Tony Tyler warned that the “biggest risk 
facing airline profitability over ће next 
yearis the economic turmoil that would 
result from a failure of governments to 
resolve the Eurozone sovereign debt 
crisis. Such an outcome could lead to 
losses of over $8 billion — the largest 
since the 2008 financial crisis.” 

At worst, continued IATA, Europe could 
post the biggest losses, of $4.4 billion, 
followed by North America, $1.8 billion, 
and Asia-Pacific, $1.1 billion. Both the 
Middle East and Latin America regions 
could expect to see losses of $400 mil- 
lion and finally, Africa could lose $200 
million. 


435 aircraft per month. It was then 


ing airfield prior to flight test. Boeing will increase the 737 rate to 38 aircraft a month in the second quarter 


Boeing 777 
Gains 330-Minute 
ETOPS 


BOEING HAS received type-design 
approval from the US Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) for up to 
330-minute Extended Range Twin- 
Engined Operations (ETOPS) for its 
777 fleet. 

It allows customers who purchase or 
already operate 777-300ER (Extended 
Range), 777-200LR (Longer Range), 
777 Freighter and 777-200ER models 
equipped with General Electric engines 
to fly up to 330 minutes from an alter- 
nate airport. FAA approval forthe 777- 
200ER equipped with Rolls-Royce and 
Pratt & Whitney engines is expected 
to follow over the next few months. 
The first airline to purchase the new 
longer ETOPS option is Air New Zealand 
and it has completed the first 240 ETOPS 
flight in December from Los Angeles to 
Auckland, NZ. 

The manufacturer says an increasing 
numberof operators are already provid- 
ing ETOPS services to their passengers. 


BOEING DELIVERIES 


November. (8067) 
Boeing delivered the following aircraft in November: 
8737700 1 China Eastern Airlines 


‘The latest Boeing 777-319ER for Air New Zealand, ZK-OKP (c/n 39041) was delivered іп early 


‘Air Berlin (2), Air China, American Airlines (2), ACG, BBAM, BOC, China Southern 


8737800 24 


Airlines, CIT, Ethiopian Airlines, GECAS (3), GOL, ILFC, Qantas, Shenzhen Airlines (2), 


Spicelet, TUI Travel, Turkish Airlines, Virgin Australia (2) 


8737900ER 2 Lion Ait, Somon Air 

B747-8F з. Atlas Ain, Cathay Pacific Airways (2) 

8767300 2 Japan Airlines, LAN Airlines 

B777300ER 4 Air New Zealand, Biman Bangladesh, Emirates Airline, Korean Air 
mr з FedEx (2) Guggenheim. 

Total 39 


News Review‘ International MES 


The FAA has presented Boeing an Amended 
Type Certificate (ATC) and the amended 
Production Certificate for the 747-8 
Intercontinental ready for the types 
first delivery in early 2012. The European 
‘Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) followed suit 
а couple of days later. Boeing received its 
FAA and EASA certificates for the 747-8. 
Freighter in August 2011. 


Qatar Airways’ CEO Akbar Al Baker has 
been unanimously nominated to serve 
on the influential Board of Governors of 
the International Air Transport Association 
(IATA) by the General Assembly of the Arab 
Air Carriers Organisation (ААСО). IATA serves 
the interests of more than 230 airlines. 
globally — representing over 9096 of the 
world’s air transport. 


The Chief Executive Board of the Star 
Alliance airline grouping has appointed 
Mark Schwab às its new Chief Executive. 
based in Frankfurt, Germany. He comes 
from Star Alliance member United where he 
was responsible for the company’s alliances 
as Senior Vice President Alliances. In this 
Capacity he also served as a member of Star 
Alliances Management Board. He succeeds 
Jaan Albrecht, who was appointed as CEO 
of Austrian Airlines on November 1, 2011, 
(Photo Star Alliance) 


The European Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) has approved the enhanced Package 
B version of the Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 
engine, which powers the Boeing 787, 
certifying it up 70,000lb take-off thrust. The 
approval was cited as а significant milestone 
at the end of а year of considerable 
achievement for the Trent 1000, including 
the service entry of the engine on the 787 
Dreamliner. The Package B version will join 
ANA shortly, Rolls said. 


Airbus has started bullding the first 69ft 
(21m)-4ong front fuselage section for the 
A350 XWB in Saint-Nazaire, France. This 
phase of construction will continue over 
the coming weeks and once completed, 
the front fuselage will be transported by an 
A300-600ST Beluga to Toulouse. This front 
fuselage section is destined for the A350 
XWB static test airframe and will be closely 
followed by the first уа airframe. 
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National Airlines 
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А STRIKING blue and grey-li 
Boeing 
static рафа! the b 
National Airlines of the-USA and. 5 


was present in t 


onged to 


about to start a 12-month contract to 


fly a daily pass 
to Bagram and Kandaharin Afg 


ger flight from Dubai 
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onbehalfofa U 
Captain John 
of standards and evalua 
World discovered that four 


contractor. Talking to 
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a Ombi-fit with 46 
(22,680kg) freight capacity. 
t the 
John. 


мег 
eatsanda 5 
exp aircraft in mid: 
2012; sai 
747-400F at present and are hoping to 
increase this to five in the future." The 
carrieralso uses three Douglas DC-8s — 
1s and oi L 
Formed by Chris Alf in 1991 as a US 
air freight forwarder, National Air 


We also have a single 


rgo speciali 
elivery. 
over 15 


in express ca 
It currently claims to carry 
of all the cargo on behalf of 
US Central Command and over 40% 
of all-intra-theatre commercial cargo 
supporting the US D: 
Defense. In 2006, Nati 
Murray Airand rebranded itas National 
Airlines, a wholly-owned subsidi 
aty of National Air Cargo Holding 
(Photo Key Collection) 
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nal acquired 


Abu Dhabi Aviation 


THE LARGEST helicopter operator in the 
Middle East, Abu Dhabi Aviation, spe- 
cialises in work related to the offshore 
oilindustry and has aircraft based in the 
UAE plus Brazil, India, Indonesia, Iraq 
and Oman. "We also undertake work 
with US aid agencies as well as VIP sup- 
portand search and rescue operations,” 
said Captain Michael Burke, the com- 
pany's training director in an interview 
with Airliner World. "We have a training 
centre in Abu Dhabi which includes full 


Engine Alliance 


ENGINE ALLIANCE (EA), a joint venture 
between engine manufacturers General 
Electric (GE) and Pratt & Whitney (P&W), 
claims it has been selected for 55% of 
A380 engine sales. Its president, Mary 
Ellen Jones, said there are currently 
27 GP7200-powered A380s in service 
(November 2011) with four more to be 
delivered by the end of 2011 

"The GP7200 is certified at 70,000Ь of 
thrust on the basic A380, although it is 
certified for up to 77000lb of thrust - we 
have actually tested it up to 81,500, 
so if the aircraft grows in the future we 
are ready to accommodate it,” she said. 
Airbus is adding а 72,000lb thrust rat- 
ing to its catalogue — possibly in 2012 
- which will enable additional take-off 
weight on short runways. This could 
allow a 7.5-tonne increase in take-off 
weight on an 8,200ft (2,500m) runway, 
translating into more range or more 
passengers/cargo. "It's really just an easy 
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flight simulators (FFS) forthe AW139, Bell 
212, Bell 412 and Bell 206." 

The company, which has been in 
business for 35 years, also uses six 
Bombardier Dash 85 to take workers 
from the main hubs to smaller airstrips 
that are closer to the offshore facilities 
where they pick up a helicopter. "An 
average day fora fixed-wing pilot may 
involve up to 16 landings and take-offs,” 
continued Michael. “Passenger loads 
vary from four to 13. Offshore we have 


software change to make, but 
it’s one we want to be able to 
offer our customers on an 
as-needed basis." 

EA has managed to reduce 
the engine's overall weight 
by around 200lb (90kg) 
since the aircraft's Entry 
into Service (EIS) - with a 
new Volvo-produced turbine 
exhaust case alone saving 501 
(22kg). "We can also split the 
engine into two parts which makes 
it easier to transport by freighter if 
the need arises,” Mary Ellen added. 
EA hasestablished an initial MRO facility 
forthe GP7200 at the GE overhaul facility 
in Wales (UK), which also works on the 
GE90 engine. Emirates has announced 
that it will break ground early next year 
on its own maintenance facility for 
GP7200and GE90 work, while Air France- 
KLM plans to maintain the engine in 


flown nearly one million hours and 
rotary pilots can carry out up to ten 
landing and take-offs per hour!” 

The Dash 8s can also be used for VIP 
workin the UAE and often carry mem- 
bers of the royal family. They can Бе 
used for trips up to 400nm (740km). 
“We would like to expand our train- 
ing centre here in Abu Dhabi,” added 
Michael. There is also a big oil market in 
places like China, Japan and Russia that 
we would like to move into." 


Paris. There is also a memorandum 
of understanding with Abu Dhabi 
Aircraft Technologies, part of Mubadala 
Aerospace, to support GP7200 enginesin 
Abu Dhabi. "We obviously have a large 


Eastern 
Express to 
Start in 2012 


A NEW regional full-service carrier, 
Eastern Express, is planning to start 
turboprop operations in 2012 in the 
UAE. Based at Fujairah in the north- 
east of the country, it plans initially 
to link to Abu Dhabi twice daily and 
then to other countries in the Gulf 
Co-operation Council (GCC) - Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE. 

“We are completely privately funded, 
and have an Air Operator's Certificate 
(AOC) from Abu Dhabi Aviation,” said 
CEO Captain Alex de Vos. “Fujairah 
needs a passenger service. It has 
2,540 available hotel beds and, 
although there are only 215,000 
inhabitants in the region, it is grow- 
ing as a tourist region — mainly due 
to its unspoilt coastline. 

"Weare evaluating options on an air- 
craft type at present and will lease on 
an ACMI basis," added Alex. The carri- 
er was initially thought to be planning 
to use a ВАЕ Systems Jetstream 41, but 
the deal apparently fell through. "We 
are looking to feed into an ‘existing 
network’ at Abu Dhabi [the deal has 
yet to be fully agreed] and will charge 
645 Dirhams fora one-way fare [about 
£120]. We hope to expand the service 
to include Doha in Qatar soon after 
starting flights.” 


concentration [of 
engines] in this part of the 
world between Emirates and 
Etihad for the time being, 
so it's nice to have regional 
capability located very close 
to the customer," she said. 
“Looking at the future, we are confident 
this engine has plenty of growth to cope 
with future requirements. I would love 
to see a US airline operate the A380. 
There are lots flying into the country, 
so it would be great to get an order.” 
(Photo Engine Alliance) 


Airbus A330 Shuffle 


CREATED IN 2006, 328 Support Services 
(32855G)isan EASA-approved production 
and maintenance organisation based at 
Oberpfaffenhofen near Munich, Germany. 
Itisa type certificate holder of the Dornier 
328-300 (Jet) and the Dornier 328-100 
(turboprop) aircraft and an FAA repair 
station forthe Dornier 328. 

In addition to supporting the worldwide 
operational fleet of more than 200 aircraft, 


328556 provides customisation and main- 
tenance services as well as engineering 
solutions. The Dornier 328) at the show 
had a customised interior for executive 
use. The company sees a strong market 
forthe aircraft, whichis able to perform a 
numberof roles, including VIP transport, 
freighter, air ambulance and air surveil- 
lance as well as transporting fare-paying 
passengers. (Photos 328556) 


.... News Review • 


The static park at the airshow has a habit of changing some of its exhibits daily. This Airbus A330 


of Oman 


made а brief appearance as did a similar example from Jet Airways of India along 


with the second A330F for MAS cargo, which left soon after its delivery ceremony. 


Embraer's Commercial Outlook 


AT A briefing during the Dubai Airshow, 
Paulo Cesar de Souza e Silva, Embraer's 
president,commercialaviation, was very 
confident about the company's future 
- especially in the Middle East region. 
“Our family of EJets has already been 
well received in this region and we see 
a strong potential for 70- to 120-seat 
platforms. In the last seven years we 
have sold over 1,000 airframes and just 
recently we are seeing more and more 
orders from leasing companies," he said. 
(In early November, aircraft lessor CIT 
ordered ten aircraft plus 20 options for 
the E190/E195 variants.) "The recent 
delivery of the first aircraft to China 
Southern was actually the 800th E-Jet 
and we have sold the type to 60 airlines 
in 40 countries." 

"In the current economic climate, right- 
sizing for profitability is the key,” said 
Mathieu Duquesnoy, Vice President, 


commercial aviation, the Middle East 
and Africa - referring to using the smaller 
Ejetsinstead ofa larger Airbus or Boeing 
types. “In the last six years we have sold 
aircraftto EgyptAir Express, FlyNAS, Gulf 
Air, Oman Airand Royal Jordanian within 
this region.” 

Paulo went onto looking at future aircraft 
variants, “We are not thinking about 
developing a larger airframe, but simply 
adevelopment of the current E-Jet range, 
the ’E-Jets EV. Weare targeting 2018 as 
anentry into service [EIS] date- just after 
the Airbus A320neo and the Boeing 737 
MAX. Wedon'tseea strong business case 
to introduce a larger aircraft while the 
two major manufacturers are bringing 
in new types.” He went on to say the 
companyis looking at new developments 
of engines to concentrate primarily on 
reducing fuel consumption, which may 
come with a new wing design. 


CSeries Interior 


‘Atypical interior for the new Bombardier CSeries was on display at the show. It included two 

main classes - Business (two plus two) and Economy (two plus three). The Economy seats also 

had two variations, with one for low-cost operation and one that included the latest seat-back HD 
leo screen for normal full-cost operations. 
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Malpens 


Matteo Legnani charts the 100-year TH E SELF-MADE H U B 


development of aviation at Milan's 
Malpensa Airport and discovers how the 
facility has recovered from the devastating 
effects of the | italian national carrier, 


Mor + With the Alps providing a stunning back- 
this air-to-ground image shows the main 


area in front of Milan/Malpensa. КАО! — UMC 
Termina. uns m 


Oppose рэуе « An aerial view of the front 14537 8 6008436 

‘entrance to the airport Terminal 1. Towards 7678 234m) 

the top right-hand side of this image you can YIR/35L 12,861ft (3,920m) 
Terminal. T7L35R 12,881! (3.9201). 


Early Developments 


Malpensa Airport is the largest of the 
three facilities that serve the Milan 
metropolitan area. Located 25 miles 
(40km) north-west of the city centre, 
the airfield has been associated with 
aviation for more than 100 years. It 
all began on May 27, 1910 when the 
Caproni brothers flew their first ‘flying 
machine', the Ca1 biplane, from what 
was little more than a field. In the 
years that followed, many prototypes 
took-off from here and eventually a 
more formal airfield was established. 
Both Gianni Caproni and Giovanni 
Agusta established factories on the new 
site, and it quickly developed into the 
largest aircraft production centre in 
Italy. During the 1920s and 19305, the 
airfield hosted two squadrons of the 
Regia Aeronautica Italiana (Italy's Air 
Force) and its flying school. 

In September 1943, Malpensa airfield 
was taken over by the Luftwaffe. Soon 
after their arrival the Germans laid the 
airfield's first concrete runway. After the 
cessation of hostilities, manufacturers 
and politicians of the Milan and Varese 
regions, led by banker Benigno Ajroldi of 
Banca Alto Milanese, restored the airfield 
with the aim of making it an industrial 
fulcrum for post-war recovery. The main 
runway, which was heavily damaged by 
German troops as they retreated from 
northern Italy, was rebuilt and extended 
to 5,905ft (1,800m) and a small wooden 
terminal was constructed to protect 
goods and passengers from the weather. 


Post-War Development 

Malpensa's official opening to 
commercial traffic took place on 
November 21, 1948 as "Aeroporto Cittàdi 
Busto Arsizio", although Belgian national 
flag carrier Sabena had started flying 
to Brussels from here a year earlier. On 
February 2, 1950 Trans World Airlines 
(TWA) became the first company to fly 
long-haul flights from Malpensa, using 
Lockheed Constellations on services 
to New York/Idlewild. A change of 
ownership occurred in 1952 when the 
Municipality of Milan took control of the 
airport's operator, the Società Aeroporto 
di Busto Arsizio, and changed its name 
to Società Esercizi Aeroportuali SpA 
(SEA). Once in full control, SEA decided 
to develop Malpensa as an international 
and intercontinental gateway, while 
Milan's other airport, Linate, was 
tasked with handling domestic services 
only. Between 1958 and 1962 a new 
terminal was constructed at Malpensa 
and the facility's two parallel runways 
were extended to 12,845ft (3,915m) in 
length, becoming the longest in Europe 
at that time. 

By the beginning of the 19605, 
major European carriers such as British 
European Airways, Air France, Lufthansa 
and Alitalia had moved the majority 
of their services to Linate, which was 
just 7 miles (11km) from Milan's city 
centre, making it much easier to reach 
for passengers. This left Malpensa with 
just a handful of intercontinental links, 
charter flights and cargo operations. >> 
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+ The departures 
board in Terminal 2 is 
dominated by easyJet 
services. Thisis the 
carrier's second largest 
operation after London/ 
Gatwick. 


Seen here are three of 
the 17 Airbus A3195 
that easyJet bases at 
Malpensa Airport. The 


to 43 destinations across. 
Italy and Europe. 


It was the beginning of a period of 

good fortune for the city facility 

while Malpensa suffered a decline in 
commercial traffic, with passenger 
numbers dropping from 525,000 in 1960 
to just 331,000 by 1965. It was destined 
to play second fiddle to Linate for 
another 20 years. 

However, by the mid-1980s Linate 
was handling seven million passengers 
per year and, with only a short single 
runway and limited parking slots, it had 
reached saturation point. With no land 
available for expansion, an alternative 
solution was sought. 

SEA quickly found that developing 
Malpensa was the only practical 
alternative. By the end of 1985, a 
law had been passed by the Italian 
Parliament that paved the way for the 
reorganisation of the Milan airport 


O r 


-The ViaMilano 
information desk is 
situated just outside the 
baggage reclaim area in 
Terminal 1. 


+ SEA, the organi- 
sation that operates 
Malpensa Airport, has 
provided clear signage 
for passengers using its 
ViaMilano service. 


+ Elevated view of 
Malpensa's busy check-in 
area on the ground floor 
of Terminal 1. 


system. Malpensa was designated 
as the centre for all air services 

covering northern Italy, while Linate 

was downgraded to a domestic and 
short-haul facility. "Malpensa 2000’, 

as the plan was called, included the 
construction of a new terminal as well as 
developing fast and efficient connections 
to Milan's city centre. The European 
Union recognised the project as one of 
the 14 "essential to the development of 
the Union" and provided €200 million 

to help finance the work. Construction 
started in November 1990, with Milan's 
state-of-the-art airport was opened eight 
years later 


Alitalia Moves In 

During the night of October 24-25, 
1998 Alitalia moved the majority of its 
fleet from Rome/Fiumicino - where it >> 
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ViaMil mo- 
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"SEA QUICKLY FOUND THAT DEVELOPING 
MALPENSA WAS THE ONLY PRACTICAL 
ALTERNATIVE? 
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had flown from for over 50 years - to 
Milan/Malpensa, which then started 
a new lease of life as the Italian flag 
carriers main hub. Alitalia added up to 
488 movements and 42,000 passengers 
a day at the facility which, by the 
end of that year, had handled 5.92 
million passengers, an increase of more 
than two million over the previous 
year's figure. In 1999 it recorded a 
spectacular leap to 16.97 million and by 
2007 numbers had reached 23.9 million. 
Efficient rail links 
to and from the 
airport from two 
different stations 
in Milan (Centrale 
and Cadorna) 
ensured easy access 
while the nearby 
A8 motorway had 
an extra lane 
added in each 
direction to help 
speed-up traffic 
into and out of the 
city centre. 
Milan/Malpensa 
had firmly 
established itself 
as one of Italy's leading facilities, 
but it wasn’t standing still. A new 
development plan was launched by 
SEA, valued at €1.4 billion, which 
included a third pier for Terminal 1 
and the construction of a third runway. 
However, this was not enough to 
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Vol al Desk in prossimità 
delf'uscto. 


keep the national carrier happy. In a 
decision that shocked the population of 
northern Italy, Alitalia announced that 
it was moving its hub operations back 
to Rome/Fiumicino with immediate 
effect. Many Milanese believed the 
Italian carrier had betrayed them 
with its decision - but the airline 
countered by saying it was forced to 
move due to the high operating costs 
at Malpensa. Alitalia didn't pull out 
of Milan entirely; it continued to fly 
several domestic and 
European services 
from here as well as 
three intercontinental 
flights (to New York, 
Tokyo and Sao Paulo). 
But the airport lost 
around 20% of its 
daily movements, a 
decrease from 700 to 
550, which resulted 
in only 19.2 million 
passengers passing 
through its doors 
during 2008. It 
continued to suffer 
during 2009, the 
international financial 
crisis and higher fuel prices meaning 
passenger figures fell below those set 
in 1997, with only 17.6 million people 
using the facility. 

For SEA, Alitalia's move came as a 
complete shock. But after a summer 
of coming to terms with the reality of 


= Construction 
work started оп 
Malpensa’s second. 
terminal in November 
1990 and the facility was 
opened eight years later. 


(+ Further exam- 
ples of the excellent 
ViaMilano signage 
distributed around the 
airport, including the 
baggage reclaims hall in 
Terminal 1. 


j^: Delta Air Lines. 
Boeing 767-432ER, 
NB30MH (c/n 29701) 
taxies past Malpensa’s 
main cargo ramp where 
several different freight- 
ers are parked, including 
а China Cargo 777F, a 
Cathay Pacific Cargo 
747F, a Nippon Cargo 
Airlines (NCA) B747F 
and an Alitalia Cargo 
‘McDonnell Douglas 
MD-11. 


+ A Singapore 
Airlines Boeing 777- 
3120R, 9V-SWO (c/n 
34580) taxies away from 
its gate at Malpensa 

at the start of a long- 
haul service to Changi 
International Airport. 


Above « The very dis- 
tinctively shaped Air 
Traffic Control Tower 
at Malpensa Airport. 


the withdrawal, the publicly-owned 
group (its major shareholder is the 
municipality of Milan) decided to 
launch an all-out publicity programme, 
aggressively marketing the airport and 
its capabilities around the world. This 
campaign was deemed a success (in 

the face of Alitalia's departure): in the 
three years after spring 2008, a total of 
34 new passenger and cargo operators 
started flying to and from the airport 

- including low-cost carrier easyJet, 
which has made Malpensa its most 
important base after London/Gatwick 
with a total of 17 of its fleet of Airbus 
3195 based here. The airline currently 
flies services to 43 cities across Italy 
and Europe. 


Hub Operations 

Today, the number of destinations 
directly served from Malpensa has 
reached 180, a significant increase even 
over the Alitalia era when the figure 
reached 168. Still, the airport remains 
very much a point-to-point facility. 
German national carrier Lufthansa, 
through its Italian subsidiary, 
Lufthansa Italia, tried to establish a 
hub here with nine A319s but, after a 
two-year struggle, it announced in May 
2011 that it was stopping all flights 
with effect from the start of its winter 
2011 schedule. 

Following Alitalia's move back to 
Rome, Malpensa lost a large percentage 
of its connecting passenger business. 
To fill the gap, SEA launched its 
ViaMilano project in June 2011, which 
initially involved 2,400 travellers and 
1,300 pieces of luggage. The scheme 
was designed to make up for the fact 
that it no longer had a hub carrier, 
so SEA itself has started to act as 
the hub operation, directly managing 
passengers and their baggage between 
flights. For example, a passenger 
arriving on an easyJet service from 
Athens can continue 
their journey to Moscow 
on Aeroflot, with SEA 
managing the connection 
at Malpensa and ensuring 
luggage and passenger are 
delivered to the appropriate 
aircraft on time. 

The service increases the 
weekly connection options 
at the airport from around 
2,000 to approximately 
3,800. To make all this 
possible, SEA has created 
new software on its 
website (www.flyviamilano. 
eu) allowing passengers 
to check the many 
combinations of flights between city 
pairs that transit through Malpensa 
on any given day. Once passengers 
have disembarked at either Terminal 
1 or 2, they collect their bags from 
the carousel and drop them off at the 
ViaMilano desks situated just a few 


feet away in the arrivals hall. Here 
they receive a ViaMilano card, which 
gives them access to the fast track at 
the security controls, plus a ten-euro 
coupon to spend in the terminal's 
shops. Dedicated signs throughout the 
terminals ease travellers’ journeys to 
the check-in area for their next flight 
(easyJet customers receive a boarding 
pass directly at the ViaMilano desk) 
while their bags are transferred to the 
connecting service. And to help speed 
connections between the facility's two 
terminals, SEA has also increased the 
frequency of free shuttle-bus links to 
one every seven minutes. 

SEA announced last year that, before 
the end of 2011, it was planning 
to launch a partnership with travel 
portal www.volaregratis.com that 
will allow customers to purchase 
seat tickets online as well as taking 
advantage of the connection service. 
SEA is forecasting that up to 500,000 
passengers will take advantage of 
the ViaMilano connection programme 
during 2012. 

"Through ViaMilano, we guarantee 
passengers the utmost flexibility and 
convenience when travelling through 
Malpensa," commented Guilio De 
Metrio, SEA's chief operating officer. 
“It is the passenger, not the airlines or 
the international alliances, that decides 


carrier Lufthansas sub- 
sidiary, Lufthansa Italia, 
tried to establish a hub 
‘operation here with nine 
A3195 but, after a two- 
year struggle, it stopped 
all flights after the sum- 
mer 2011 schedules had 
concluded. 


+ Aerial view 
of Malpensa Airport, 
dearly visible are the 
airfields parallel 12,861ft 
(3,920m) runways which. 
became the largest in 
Europe when they were 
‘extended in the early 
19605. 


the price of the ticket; it allows him or 
her to choose the best combination of 
flights that are available to and from 
the airport." For example, on June 20, 
2011, the best price offered by Expedia 
on the Palermo to Bangkok route was 
€980 compared to €732 through 
ViaMilano (Palermo-Milan on easyJet 
then Milan-Bangkok on Thai Airways 
International). On the same day, flying 
from Catania to Singapore cost €1,200 
with Expedia compared to €780 with 
ViaMilano (Catania-Milan on Windjet 
then Milan-Singapore on Singapore 
Airlines), SEA is also launching an 
insurance policy: for ten euros per 


person, it will protect passengers in 
case they miss their connection due to 
the late arrival of the flight into 
Malpensa. As part of the policy, SEA is 
also agreeing to rearrange a seat on the 
next available aircraft and cover the 
costs of an overnight stay in the 
Sheraton Hotel situated in front of 
Terminal 1. Milan/Malpensa airport 
appears to be recovering well from 
Alitalia’s decision to move its operations 
back to Rome. It has bounced back with 
new carriers est; 

and, with new 

ViaMilano programme, the airport looks 
set for a bright future. FA 
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Dan-Airs Comet 


During the 1970s Lasham Airfield became the centre of Dan-Air's Comet engineering 
operations. The airline purchased 38 Comet 4s, 4Bs and 4Cs out of the total of 74 built 
by de Havilland and Hawker Siddeley Aviation. However, the airline rarely exceeded an 
operational fleet of more than 20 aircraft at any one time, with older airframes being 
retired, while others were purchased just for spare parts to keep the rest of the fleet 
in the air. After that, most of them sadly had appointments with the scrap man. Here 
is a selection of images from the Lee Holden Collection that demonstrates the variety 
of Comet airframes that could be seen at the Hampshire airfield during this period. 
Interested in classic airliners? Why not purchase the latest edition of Airliner Classics, 
which amongst other articles, has a complete history of Dan-Air and its Comets, 
“ә 

This aircraft, G-APDA (c/n 6401), was the first Comet 4 off the Hatfield production line and made its maiden flight on April 27, 1958. It remained with the de 

Havilland Aircraft Company for trials work and was then delivered to British Overseas Airways Corporation (ВОАС) in February 1959, It was later sold to Malaysian 
Î Airways as 9M-AOA and later became 9V-BAS with the joint venture carrier, Malaysia-Singapore Airlines (MSA), the forerunner 


of today's Singapore Airlines. Dan-Air acquired the airframe in November 1969 and it was flown to Lasham for storage and 
spare part reclamation, 


LI 


Another former Malaysia-Singapore Airlines Comet 4 (ex 9V-BAT [c/n 6404]), this example was acquired by Dan-Air in August 1969 and was re-registered G-APDC. 
Itis pictured at Lasham following its withdrawal from service and was broken up in April 1975. 
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DAN-AIR 


Comet 4 was originally handed over to Aerolineas Argentinas on July 25, 1960 as LV-PPA (c/n 6434) and following its delivery flight to Buenos Aires 
was re-registered LV-AHU and named Centaurus. The aircraft was purchased by Dan-Air in November 1971 and repainted in the carrier's livery. It was withdrawn from 
use later that month and flown to Lasham for storage, and was finally broken up during January 1973. 


‘After flying with British Overseas Airways Corporation, Malaysian Airways and Malaysia-Singapore Airlines, this Comet 4 was purchased by Dan-Air in November 1969, 
becoming G-APDE (c/n 6406). The aircraft was leased to East African Airways between February and November 1970 as SY-ALF and is pictured here at Lasham stil in the 
African carrier's attractive livery, but carrying its UK registration. 


par 


Comet СА, XR398 (c/n 6470) was delivered to 216 Squadron of the Royal Air Force's Transport Command in March 1962, where it served as a troop carrier, casualty evacua- 
tion and VIP transport until July 1975 when it was transferred to 60 MU at RAF Leconfield for storage. Acquired by Dan-Alr in March 1975 it was registered as G-BDIW, 

It performed the Comets final passenger service on November 9, 1980 with a charter flight around southern Britain. After retirement itwas i 

sold to the German Air Classik Museum in Germany where it remained until December 1996 when it moved to the Flugausstellung Museum. 

near Düsseldorf where it remains on display. 
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Comet AC, G-BEEX (c/n 6458) was originally delivered to United Arab Airlines as SU-ALM on July 15, 1961 and was later transferred to EgyptAir upon its formation. It was 
опе of four Comets acquired by Dan-Air from the Egyptian carrier: one was stripped of useful components and abandoned in Egypt, while the other three, including б-ВЕЕХ, 
were flown back to Lasham for spare part reclamation. 


Britain's most northerly airport 


T 


f catsta is the fifth busiest 
international airport in Scotland 
and, located in northern 

- Shetland, is also the most 

northerly in the UK. The airport 
regularly experiences hurricane force 
winds blowing rain and low cloud in 
from both the Atlantic to the west and 
the North Sea to the east, presenting 
the pilots of its fixed wing and rotary 
operators with some of the most 
challenging conditions anywhere in the 
world. During most winters northem 
Shetland will experience several force 12 
storms and on two occasions over the 
last 15 years, wind gusts of more than 
150mph (241kph) have been recorded 

The single runway operation at 

Scatsta, located 24 miles (39km) north 
of the island's capital, Lerwick, and 55 
miles (88km) from the main airport 

at Sumburgh, is vital to the UK oil 
industry. It is a major step-off point for 
offshore crew heading to oil installations 
in the Brent and Ninian fields or to the 


e jl EN ] 
Having started life as an RAF fighter station, Scatsta | nm 
now plays a major role in the UK oil industry. deter: | ШЕШЕП SERCO-IAL Ltd, on behalf of AC 
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Eryl Crump charts the airfield's development. Seep ite | —— РР 


Sullom Voe oil terminal. 

The licensee is BP Exploration 
Operating Company Limited and day- 
to-day management of the airport is 
supervised by the Integrated Aviation 
Consortium (IAC). Eastern Airways and 
Bristow Helicopters are contracted to 
carry out the air operations while Serco 
provides most other services, including 
fire cover and aircraft handling. 

Many of the oil workers are flown 
into Scatsta from Aberdeen by Eastern 
Airways’ Saab 2000s and then, having 
changed into immersion suits, are 
transferred to the various offshore 


installations in Bristow's fleet of Sikorsky 


5-92А helicopters 
As a result of the very specific nature 
of its operations, Scatsta airport is one 


"OPERATING INTO 
SCATSTA ENTAILS 
REAL FLYING AND 
CAN BE HUGELY 
ENJOYABLE, 
DESPITE ALL OF THE 
DIFFICULTIES THIS 
PLACE POSES.’ 


A Saab 2000 Captain, Eastern Airways. 


of the more unusual, having virtually no 
passenger facilities save for three very 
large changing rooms where helicopter 
passengers don their survival suits. 

The airport has no bar - the nearest is 
three miles (4.8km) away in the village 
of Brae, while there are also no taxi or 
bus services. Furthermore, because the 
majority of passengers are in transit 
and very few enter the airport landside 


Bristow‘ Sikorsky 
5-92А, GHACB (с/т 
92-0062) is one of six 
purchased in a £70 
million deal to replace 
its ageing Eurocopter 
Super Pumas 


Опе of Eastern Airways’ 
based Saab 20005, 
 G-CERZ (c/n 2000-042) 
rotates from Scatsta's 
single runway. The oil 
terminal at Sullom Voe 
is visible in the back- 
ound, 


Scatsta's small terminal 


| for flights, there are none of the usual 
security formalities either. 


History 

Sullom Voe is the sheltered inlet 
between North Mainland and 
Northmavine that leads out into Yell 


Sound, A quiet backwater until the onset 
of World War Two, it became home to RAF 
flying-boats, patrolling the North Atlantic 


in search of German U-boats. A fighter 
station, RAF Scatsta, was built nearby to 
protect this base from attack. 

Originally it was planned to construct 
three runways, but this was reduced to 
two owing to a shortage of labour and 
difficulties in developing the site - the 
excavation and disposal of vast quantities 
of peat was a major obstacle. 

Construction of the airfield started 2> 
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in early 1940 and by April 1942, both 
runways were operational. During 

the aerodrome's construction ‘pipe 
mines were laid under the runways 
and taxiways - these were sections of 
6in (15cm) diameter pipes up to 80ft 
(24.4m) long that were packed with high 
explosives. The mines were intended 
to destroy the facility in the event of 
an enemy invasion, and Scatsta was the 
only wartime aerodrome in Scotland to 
have them. 


Oil Boom 

The discovery of oil under the North 
Sea to the northeast of Shetland in the 
early 1970s led to increased interest in 
the region. 

Between 1973 and 1982, Sullom Voe 
became one of the biggest construction 
sites in Europe, with up to 6,000 people 
employed to build the oil terminal. 

With the oil boom came renewed 
activity at Scatsta. In 1978, the airfield, 
which had lay dormant since the end 
of hostilities in 1945, was officially 
reopened and underwent significant 
development, including a new, 3,150ft 
(960m) Runway 06/24; the original 
second runway was converted to iso "S 
GIACC (c/n 92-0063), 


6,500 hours and carry- 
ing 100,000 passengers 
each year. 


accommodate aircraft parking, a terminal 
building and fire station. 

In the interest of public safety, 
ordnance disposal personnel were called 
to the airport in 1981 to identify and cap 
the ‘pipe mines’ installed decades earlier. 
A total of 44 devices were made safe, 
though they remained in place until as 
late as 1996 when, under the codename 
of ‘Operation Crabstick Scatsta', army 
personnel removed them completely. 

The unusual and basic nature of 
operations at the northern Shetland 
airport had led to a varied mix of 
aircraft serving the facility. Dan-Air 
Hawker Siddeley 748s, Douglas DC-3s 
and Vickers Viscounts were common 
during the late 1970s and early 1980s 
but were eventually replaced by Dash 7s 
of Brymon. More recently, Scatsta has 


been served by British Aerospace 146s of 
Flightline, including at least one example 
which bore IAC titles. 


Current Operations 

During the course of a normal weekday, 
Scatsta handles up to 12 fixed wing 
flights and a further 20 helicopter 
rotations. Humberside-based Eastern 
Airways was awarded the contract to 
provide fixed wing services to IAC in 
November 2008 - the three Saab 2000s 
used by the carrier generally fly four 
rotations per day. 

Easter Airways CEO Chris Holliday 
commented: “The contract was due to 
start in February but a call came one 
day in December when the IAC was 
left grounded by another airline. We 
got that call at 6.30am and we were >> 


E 


providing a service by 11am. It is 
testament to the capabilities of our team 
that we achieved that, and it is certainly 
in our interests to respond at speed to 
the customer requirement.” 

The carrier has found great success 
in serving the North Sea gas and oil 
industry since its formation in 1997. 

“We are not trying to be a low-cost 
airline that crams people in. We are very 
focused on a high standard of service, 
day-return frequencies, and we want to 
make our flights as enjoyable as possible. 
That is our underlying philosophy." 

Meanwhile, Bristow Helicopters, which 
secured a multi-million pound deal with 
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IAC in October 2010, invested £70million 
on six new helicopters to serve the 
offshore oil installations from Scatsta. 
The S-92A medium-lift helicopter can 
carry 19 passengers, one more than the 
Eurocopter Super Pumas they replaced, 
as well as offering more baggage 
capacity and improved avionics. Bristow 
has been a key player in the IAC, 
providing services since 1994, with its 
fleet now operating 75 trips each week. 
Bristow's Director of European 
Operations, Mike Imlach, said: "The 
IAC contract is the largest held by our 
European Business Unit and one of the 
company's largest global agreements. 


Securing a major client such as this is a 
major coup and testament to the quality 
of service that we provide. The provision 
of an integrated package, which offers 

a single point of contact for helicopter, 
fixed wing and airport management 
services, has proved to be attractive and 
beneficial to operators." 

As part of the contract with IAC, 
Bristow Helicopters will fly approximately 
6,500 hours annually and over 400 
flights per month - the operator 
anticipates that it will carry 100,000 
passengers per year. 

The important role played by Scatsta 
has been reflected by the further 
investment made recently in the airport, 
with the installation of a new radar and 
ILS offering a significant improvement in 
poor weather operations. However, the 
short runway and its close proximity to 
a public road, and high ground on either 
side, mean that flying into Scatsta is 
never easy. 

Speaking with Airliner World, an 
Eastern Airways Saab pilot remarked: 
"There's nearly always a crosswind of 
sorts here and the lack of a taxiway 
means a back-track down the runway is 
always required. We operate into here in 
waves, with up to four aircraft arriving 
within an hour, so we have to vacate 
quickly after landing. However, 
operating into Scatsta entails real flying 
and can be hugely enjoyable, despite all 
of the difficulties this place poses.” FEMA 


Eastern Airways has 
based three Saab 20005 
at Scatsta as part of its 
contract with IAC. 


ramp with a pair 
of Sikorsky S-92As of 
Bristow Helicopters. (А! 


In addition to the often 
adverse weather, the sur- 
rounding high ground 
and close proximity of a 
public road make opera 
tons at Scatsta difficult 
for aircrews. 
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Scheduled to fly to San 


— 
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Boeing 757 


Return to Lessor 


Bemardino in California 
оп the morning of 
October 13, 2011 - via 
Goose Bay in Canada for 


ot 


or the vast majority of its 
flights, an airliner is full of 
passengers, but there are some _ 
occasions = ferry flightsseewHen 
the aircraft isempty Of all but the crew. 
‘Stich occasions are when an aircraft 
positions for a new flight schedule, 
when it conducts an ad hoc charter or 
requires maintenance. The author joined 
the crew of an Air Italy service from 
Verona in the north of Italy to the USA 
on a Boeing 757-200 being returned to 
its owner = aircraft lessor Aircastle. 
The jet was the last of four leased 
in 2005/06 which allowed the carrier 
to start charter flights. One was used 
by EuroMediterranean (the short-lived 
branch of Air Italy in Egypt) for a couple 
of years. Reliable, flexible and in the 
right interior layout, the aircraft were 
important workhorses to operate a mix 
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of operations on short and medium-haul 
sectors fhe Mediterranean summer 
sunspots. For the winter season, 
destinations included the Red Sea and 
East Africa plus Brazil and the Caribbean 
= the last two requiring intermediate 
fuel stops. 


Preparing the Aircraft 

Verona is Air Italy's technical home 
base, the company sharing the large, 
ex-Volare maintenance facility with Air 
Dolomiti. Following its last service to 
Zanzibar and Mombasa, the aircraft due 
for delivery, EI-IGC (c/n 24747), was 
grounded for relevant inspections to 
be conducted jointly with the lessor. 
It has to be returned in the same 
pristine condition it was delivered in, 
so representatives from both companies 
examine the airframe and all the 


joins Air Italy and flies on the delivery flight of the carrier's 
last 757 to the USA. 


relevant documents to ensure everything 
is in order. This will focus on the last 
maintenance visit for any significant 
items that may be outstanding or due. 
In this case particular attention was 
paid to the auxiliary power unit (APU), 
limited-life parts (LLP) and undercarriage 
units. All the forms were scrutinised, 
the LLPs installed requiring a B2B (back 
to birth) trace. Normally both engines 
would be replaced with units that belong 
to the lessor, as airlines sometimes use 
their own engines on leased aircraft. 

Full airworthiness directive compliance 
is required — and in this case that means 
paperwork from both the European 
regulator, EASA, and the FAA of the US. 
Supplemental type certificates (STCs) 

- major modifications done by anyone 
other than the manufacturer = must 
also be examined in detail. All external 


7 


damage and repairs are assessed and full 
details of any repairs and appropriate 
approvals must be available. 

This aircraft's future is as a freighter, 
so the level of inspection of the cabin 
interior is not perhaps as detailed as 
normal. Usually there must also be — 
traceability to burn-test certificates for 
all soft fabrics and decor in the cabin. 

A typical return record requires 
around two man-months’ worth of 
work, Ultimately, a work package 
is agreed between the two parties — 
for any outstanding jobs to be done 
following delivery. In this case, major 

_ structural inspections and other work 2 
_ will be undertaken during the aircraft's - E 
conversion to freighte. — 

Another major issue is taking an 
EASA-registered aircraft and getting - 
t back to US registry. This is no 


"THE AIRCRAFT'S FUEL 
TANKS WERE ALMOST 
FULL WITH 27 TONNES 
OF JET A-1 FUEL, AND 
ALL THE TECHNICAL 
PAPERWORK AND ~ 
DOCUMENTATION WAS 
IN THE MAIN CABIN – 
TOGETHER WITH A BOX 
OF CATERING FOR ALL 
ON BOARD.’ 


Aircraft History 


Boeing 757-200, c/n 24747, is a relatively young airframe with some 62,250 flying hours and 
just over 22,000 cycles sinceit was built by Boeing 22 years ago. It made its first fight from 
Renton, Washington on March 28, 1990 and was delivered to Condor of Germany — the lei- 
Sure carrier's third example — on April 11, 1990 and spent eleven years with the then sister 
ale to Lufthansa flying short, medium and long-haul flights to Europe, the Middle East, 
Asia, Mica and the Caribbean. The aircraft was then sold to Dutchbird of Holland and reg- 
istered PH-DBA, with the carrier's colourful paint scheme applied. For the next three years, 
it flew to holiday hotspots in the Mediterranean, Egypt, Tunisia and Canary Islands until 
December 2004 when the airline collapsed and filed under Dutch bankruptcy protection, 
Re-tegistered N7238A, it was stored by its then owners — Boeing Aircraft Holding Company 
~ at Tel Aviv, Israel, before its purchase by lessor GAP Investments and further storage at 
Frankfurt, Germany. In November 2005, it was due to go to Fischer Ан Polska as SP-FVK, 
but the lease fell through and it was delivered to Ан Italy on April 6, 2006 as -AIGC. The 
Italian registration was cancelled on September 20 and EI-IGC taken up. From 2008 to the 
beginning of 2011 the aircraft was on the Air Operators Certificate (AOC) of sister company 
Air Italy Polska and operated to short and medium: haul destinations. On long-haul, it flew 
то Cuba, the Dominican Republic East Africa ~ Mombasa and Zanzibar the United Arab 
Emirates, India (Goa) and Thailand. In February 201), it returned to Ait Italy's AOC. 

(Photo Airteamimages.com/HAMive) 


small task because the two regulators 
sometimes have different criteria. 
However in the leasing world, 'rebirthing' 
an aircraft – ie, taking it back to its 
country of manufacture - is relatively 
straightforward. 

In this case, one of the two Pratt & 
Whitney PW2040 powerplants fitted 
is not the property of Aircastle. Both 
will be removed following the delivery 
flight and replaced with two of the 
lessors engines. Despite its future as a 
freighter, the interior was fully examined 
= this included with the in-flight 
entertainment system as the lessee - Air 
Italy - did not necessarily know of the 
impending conversion. 

Following initial work at Verona, Flight 
AEY849 was scheduled to fly to San 
Bernardino in California on the morning 
of October 13, 2011 = via Goose Bay Ж 
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in Canada for a refuelling stop. On 

its arrival in the USA, at least three 
weeks were planned for completing the 
delivery process under the watchful eyes 
of workers at Aeropros. Once this work 
was finished, the aircraft would then 
lose its Irish registration and revert to 
US markings. 


The Transit 

The initial destination for the aircraft 
was supposed to have been Victorville 
or San Diego, but was changed to 
San Bernardino. The crew for the 
flight came from their normal base 
of Milan/Malpensa and included the 
carrier's safety manager, Captain Enrico 
Cavallotti, and First Officers Fabrizio 
Morise (see Airliner World article on Air 
Italy in June 2008) and Andrea Rossini. 
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the right and Fabrizio in 
the centre jumpseat. 


-There are no pas- 
sengers on this flight, so 
there is plenty of room. 


~ Air Italy shares the 
large, ex-Volare mainte- 
nance facility at Verona 

with Air Dolomiti 


“IT’S AN AIRLINER WITH A PERFORMANCE NOT 
YET BETTERED IN THESE MODERN DAYS IN THIS 
CATEGORY [MEDIUM HAUL]. THE NEAREST 
RIVAL IS THE A321 BUT IN MY OPINION IT 
DOESN'T HAVE THE PERFORMANCE OF THE 757.” 


Captain Enrico Cavallotti 


In the cabin was Alberto Ravanelli, 

an engineer from Air Italy's technical 
department, and Joe Kinsella, an 
aviation consultant from Aircastle. The 
planned time of departure was 08:00. 
Unfortunately, there was a delay over 
the crew's luggage as the check-in 
system in use at Verona Airport did 

not recognise San Bernardino Airport 
(three-letter IATA code SBD) as it does 
not normally take passengers flights. 
Instead, the baggage was labelled to the 
intermediate stop of Goose Bay and the 
‘system’ worked. This would hopefully 
avoid any problems with US Customs. 

After an hour's delay, the flight is 
ready to go. The aircraft's fuel tanks are 
almost full with 27 tonnes of Jet A-1 
fuel, and all the technical paperwork 
and documentation is in the main 
cabin - together with a box of catering 
for all on board. A quick safety brief 
for the small number of people in the 
cabin dictated that in the case of an 
emergency, we would all leave by the 
front exits. 

The aircraft begins its taxi to the 
holding point for Runway 22 at Verona 
shortly before 09:00 and the crew go 
through their pre-take-off checks which 
include calculating the decision speeds 
- V1 and VR 143kt; V2 147kt. Air 
traffic control clears the flight to Goose 


p УЖ». 


190849 


m 


08 : 00 


GOOSEBAY 


+The crew com- 
plete pre-flight external 
checks at Verona prior to 
departure. 


+ Although depar- 
ture to Goosebay was 
planned for 8:00am, 
problems with the 


check-in system at 
Verona resulted in the jet 
departing an hour late. 


Bay - following a LEGLU 7U standard 
instrument departure (SID) and climbing 
initially to 5,0008, squawking 0423. 

Initially, for this leg, Captain Cavallotti 
is in the left seat, Andrea on the right 
and Fabrizio in the centre jumpseat. 
During and after pushback, many Air 
Italy employees gather outside the 
hangar looking at the aircraft for the 
last time, 

Although full of fuel, the aircraft 
carries no passengers or baggage so it 
is light at 190,800lb (86,546kg) - zero 
fuel weight is 129,540lb (58,761kg) - 
with an expected fuel burn of 44,480lb 
(20,176kg). Acceleration down the 
runway is swift and the aircraft leaves 
the ground after only one-third of its 
length. With just 9196 thrust applied 
the Boeing climbs at 3,000ft/min 


under the control of Garda Radar until 

à handover to Milano Control. As the 
airspace is busy we are given a ‘stepped’ 
climb and cleared to flight level (FL) 
140, then FL160, and then FL200 and a 
routing to the reporting point at LEGLU 
followed by the Saronno VOR and ODESI. 
It is a beautiful morning and there 

are good views of Brescia, Montichiari 
and Ghedi airports, Garda Lake and the 
Alps. These are soon followed by Lakes 
Como, Lugano and Maggiore. Cleared 
initially to FL350, then FL380, we are 
handed over to Swiss Control as we head 
northwest and leave Italian airspace. 

The atmosphere on-board is quiet; it 
is like a cargo flight although we have 
empty passenger-seats in the back. 

No announcements from the crew are 
required and we aren't really worried 
about any eventual delays. 

The planned route takes the aircraft 
across France and to the south of the 
UK to Strumble on the Welsh coast; and 
then to Shannon and DOGAL. This is 
where we enter the North Atlantic Tracks 
System (NATS) for crossing the ocean. 
The crew talk about the extended 
range twin-engined operations (ETOPS) 
procedures. The aircraft and crew are 
certified 180-minute ETOPS which means 
we can fly up to 180 minutes from the 
nearest suitable airfield and still be >> 
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able to divert in the event of an engine 
failure. Now up at FL410, Dublin ATC 
hands us over to Shanwick Control for 


the crossing. 


Stateside 

Approaching Canada, the aircraft is 
cleared for the descent. The weather 

is different from Verona with low 
clouds but good visibility. Goose Bay 
is a Canadian Air Force base but open 
for commercial air traffic, and is used 
for domestic flights to St Johns with 
Air Canada Jazz Bombardier CRJ100s. 
Provincial Airlines also serves the 
airfield, operating to Deer Lake, Wabush 
and St Johns (with Swearingen Metros), 
Churchill Falls (with Dash 8-100s), Nuuk 
(with Beech 300s) and Lourdes-de- 
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Blanc-Sablon (with Saab 340s). It is a 
common destination for eastbound or 
westbound transatlantic traffic. 

After a non-directional beacon (NDB) 
approach, our landing time is at 13:40, 
some 6 hours and 43 minutes after take 
off from Verona. The apron is empty 
except for some based DHC-6 Twin 
Otters. It's cold outside and coats or 
snow jackets are required. Turnaround 
time is a little longer than planned at 
two hours, but we are soon ready for the 
final leg to California. 

After waiting for a Provincial Dash 8 
to land, we are cleared for take-off at 
15:46, following the SID with a left turn 
and climbing to FL280. The distance 
between reporting points in Canada is 
a lot longer than in Europe and, after 


= It was a beautiful. 
morning and there were 
good views of Brescia, 
Montichiari and Ghedi 
airports, Lake Garda. 

and the Alps. These. 
were soon followed by 
Lakes Como, Lugano and 
Maggiore. 


+ Cruising at Mach 
0.798 over Utah. 


Bort Тһе rear 
galley is empty of every- 
thing except ovens and. 
two coffee makers. 


"AFTER WAITING FOR A PROVINCIAL DASH 8 
TO LAND, WE ARE CLEARED FOR TAKE-OFF AT 
46, FOLLOWING THE SID WITH A LEFT TURN 
AND CLIMBING TO FL280.’ 


e ANTA US ws 


айн. = а 
~ 
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reaching SPOTE, it is a long way to the 
next at Sault St Marie. 

Further down the route after passing 
Duluth in Minnesota, there are reporting 
points at Aberdeen and Rapid City in 
South Dakota, Moody Mountains and 
Rock Springs in Wyoming, Milford in 
Utah and Boulder City in Nevada before 
San Bernardino. 

On the way to Aberdeen we are 
cleared to FL400 and, from Minnesota, 
the clouds clear, giving all onboard a 
scenic view of the countryside. The 
cultivated farmlands of Minnesota give 
way to the grass lands that feed the 
beef herds of South Dakota. However, 
there was evidence of a lot of flooding 
having occurred in the previous weeks. 
We cross the great Missouri River 
and then overfly Mount Rushmore. 
Continuing on, we pass Ashley and 
Wasatch National Forest, with snow on 
the high ground, then Zion and Bryce 
Canyon and then on to Nevada - Las 
Vegas, the Grand Canyon, Lake Mead 
and the Hoover Dam. 

Starting the descent with Los Angeles 
Center, we overfly the large deserts 
between Las Vegas and Los Angeles- > 


+ Ready for push- 
back onto the apron 

after the initial handover 
checks were completed. 


+ Goose Bay is a 
Canadian Air Force base, 
but is open for com- 
mercial air traffic and is 
used fo stic flights 
by Air Canada Jazz and 
Provincial Airlines. Itis a 
common destination for 
eastbound or westbound 
transatlantic traffic. 
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Mojave and the famous Death Valley. 
The airspace around Southern 
California is particularly busy with other 
traffic as as we enter, we are given a 
stepped descent and, when down at 
6,000ft, we see our destination - San 
Bernardino International (formerly 
Norton Air Force Base) - which 
appears to the left just after Lake 
San Bernardino National Forest, Lake 
Arrowhead and Big Bear Lake. The 
standard arrival procedure (STAR) in 
this case is the Ziggy 4 arrival, and we 
pass the airport on a downwind leg. As 
we make our way around the traffic 
pattern, flaps are lowered in sequence: 
5°, followed by 15° and then 30*, with 
the undercarriage being lowered too. We 
touch down at 16:20 local - some five 
hours and 36 minutes from brake release 
at Goose Bay. 
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bove- Once at San 
Bernardino both engines 
would be removed for 
boroscope checks. 


Above right «Good views 
were had of Las Vegas, 


‘at 16:20 local - some 5 
hours and 36 minutes 
from brake release at 
Goose Bay. 


iom + On the ground. 
in California = still with 
alot of work to do! 


“STARTING THE DESCENT WITH LOS ANGELES 
CENTER, WE OVERFLY THE LARGE DESERTS 
BETWEEN LAS VEGAS AND LOS ANGELES — 
MOJAVE AND THE FAMOUS DEATH VALLEY." 


Not Quite the End 

The job of delivering EI-IGC to 
Aircastle continued after the crew left 
the following day on an Air France 
flight to Paris. Alberto Ravanelli and 
Joe Kinsella continued with the 
inspection of the aircraft for an 
eventual minor check. Both engines 
are changed, followed by a boroscope 
inspection. A test flight and a change 
of registration follow the maintenance 
work before the aircraft is offically 
returned to the lessor. It was then 


released to the new customer ~ FedEx 
Express - for a cargo conversion costing 
almost $12 million. БИЛ 


With thanks to Giuseppe Gentile 
(Meridiana Fly CEO), Alessandro 
Notari (Meridiana Fly CCO), Captain 
Giuseppe Guzzinati (Air Italy), Captain 
Enrico Cavallotti and his crew, Alberto 
Ravanelli (Air Italy maintenance) 
and John Mounce for their help in 
preparing this article. 
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Зат Chui has caught 
this United Airlines 
Boeing 757-300 
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i Clearance 


evere winter weather has forced 
А S Q K H Q | M British airports to close runways 
and cancel flights over the past 


three winters, This is despite 
global temperatures continuing to rise 
on average - but winters seem to be 
getting colder around the world. In 
Ра November 2010, for example, the UK 
T i Thesweepingteamsat | experienced record low temperatures 
3 Arlanda are directed via | with heavy snowfall disrupting travel 
radiofrom the alr traffic | across the country. And on one day in 
ы December, more than 1,300 tonnes of 
snow was removed from the runways at 
Southampton Airport alone. 
The situation is not confined to the 
UK. Magnus Lindner, who heads up the 
training division for the snow clearing 
team at Stockholm/Arlanda Airport in 
Sweden, said that, after a hard winter 
in 2009, the snow had arrived much 
earlier in 2010. But while airports in 
the UK often shut down when snow falls, 
Arlanda is proud never to have closed 
for more than an hour since the airport 
was opened nearly 50 years ago. While 
it's not Europe's busiest airport, it is the 
When itsnows, clear — | largest one in Sweden – more than 19 
ing Wand ound the million people travelled through it in 
main parking stands 
tan be difficult with 2010 and more than 200,000 tonnes of 
aircraft in situ. cargo were handled. 
One of the main problems facing 
airports is ensuring that runways remain 
ice-free. Magnus says that, apart from 
the danger that an aircraft could skid 
off the runway while taxiing, ice is 
very dangerous for aircraft landing. 
“Tt takes much longer for them 
to slow down because of the 
lack of friction between the 
tyres and the ground >> 


With the winter season = 
upon us in the Northern 
Hemisphere, Ery! Crump explains how 
airports in northern Europe cope with the 
cold weather. 


and this can mean the runway simply 
isn’t long enough. That's why we don't 
want ice forming on the runways and the 
key to preventing it is snow clearance," 
he said. 

Snowploughs and snow-blowers are 
the first line of defence against ice and 
snow build-up. Next, many airports use 
a runway sweeper: a rotary brush with 
steel bristles that removes snow and 
ice by abrasion. At Arlanda, specialist 
teams also go out and check conditions 
frequently during snowy weather - 
sometimes as often as every 15 minutes | 
- and use specialist equipment to check 
how much surface grip is available. 

Snow clearance can be relatively easy 
for ‘dry’ snow - not often seen in the 
UK - but once it starts to melt and then 
refreeze, problems start. Potassium- 
based runway de-icers are used around 
the world, but they are basically salts 
that will melt ice, and pose a hazard to 


cer 


The line of snow left 
behind by the PSB 
machines can weigh 
about 120kg per metre, 
so the airport uses one of 
the world’s largest snow- 
throwers. 


As well as snow dlear- 
ance, in cold weather 
craft have to be de-iced. 


By driving the machines 
alongside each other, 
its possible to clear a 
18827ft (3 3km)-long 
and 147ft (45m)-wide 
runway in less than ten 
minutes, 


aircraft as they can cause corrosion, If 
de-icing fluid is not washed away by rain 
or melted snow, it can keep surfaces free 
of ice for up to 24 hours; and about half 
can actually be recovered with specialist 
vehicles which suck it up again. 


Stockholm Airport uses snow clearance 
vehicles and de-icers to prevent ice. It 
also has a secret weapon in the form 
of an underground ‘aquifer’ which can 
be used to pump hot water just under 
the top surface of the apron to prevent 
ice forming; although it is not piped 
under the runways. But Lindner does 
not believe that heating systems under 
runways are necessarily the answer. 
“They tend to be turned on too late - 
since they take a couple of days to heat 
up the runways, the snow will already 
have landed,” he said. “Aircraft can also 
help, particularly at busy airports such as 
London/Heathrow, because if a runway 
has a plane landing or taking-off every 
couple of minutes, the heat from the 
engines helps to keep the surfaces clear." 

The main problem for many airports is 
the element of surprise, as winter can 
strike hard and unexpectedly in many 
countries. The authorities at Arlanda 
are well prepared for snow. Weather 
and ground temperature sensors near 


Facts 


Snow removal time foreach runway: $ One centimetre of snow means 


Runway 1: four days round-the-clock of work 

018/191. 8,200ft/2,500m = 6 mins. 

Runway 2: It takes ten minutes (including 

O1L/19R 10,830ft/3,301m = 8 mins. carrying out friction assessments) 

Runway 3: to clear snow off Arlanda’s main 

08/26 8,202ft/2,500m = 8 mins. (10,826ft (3,300m)-long runway 

Ф There are 17 Volvo А250 articu-  @ Al told, snow from an area cover- 
lated haulers, nine wheel loaders ing 1,730 acres (700ha) is cleared 
of various Volvo models and a between 10 and 50 times daily 
number of Volvo trucks during a typical winters day 

S Two centimetres of snow means ^ Arlanda has some of the world's 
1,200 truckloads to be transported largest snow-blowers, powered 
to the snow tip. by Volvo 


the airport’s runways, together with 

data from local meteorological offices, 

can help it to predict if snow is likely to 

arrive. However, the data is usually only 

good for forecasting what will happen 

over the next few hours rather than days. 
When heavy snow is expected, 

the Arlanda Snow Council/Tactical 

Forum convenes. This group includes 

representatives from snow removal staff, 

the airport's operations department, 

the air navigation service (ANS), the 

Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological 

Institute (SMHI), the airlines and ground 


handling companies. They are told about Бачна адалы 
the quantities of snow expected and the around the terminal for 
possible consequences. The council then snow clearance. 


decides what actions should be taken. 

During the colder half of the year - 
roughly from mid-October to mid-April 
- Arlanda has about 65 seasonally-hired 
snow removal staff, or ‘snowmen. Many 
of these are local farmers unable to 
continue their work because of the snow 
that blankets their land. Some will also 
provide the airport with vehicles. They 
join a permanent staff forming a team 
of more than 100 people who provide 
snow-removal services. Special routes 
are planned for sweeping teams, which 
clear each route at intervals of 35 to 45 
minutes. “We have a total of 250,000 
square metres [2,691,000sq ft] to clear 
of snow and ice at the same time as the 
aircraft continue taking-off and landing. 
There's absolutely no room for driving 
around haphazardly - all the traffic has 
to be controlled and planned down to 
the tiniest detail," said Lindner. 

The sweeping teams are directed via 
radio from the air traffic control tower. 
The airport has 18 PSB (ploughing, 
sweeping and blowing) machines based 
on Volvo Construction Equipment's А250 


articulated hauler. At the front of the 
vehicle is a 924ft (7.3m)-wide plough 
that shovels most of the snow off the 
tarmac. It is followed by a brush that 
sweeps away snow and ice, and the 

job is rounded off by a blower with an 
extraction speed of 426ft/sec (130m/s) 
which blows away the rest. By driving 
nine such machines alongside each other, 
it's possible to clear a 10,827ft (3.3km)- 
long and 147ft (45m)-wide runway in 
less than ten minutes. 

"The PSB machines are followed by a 
snow-thrower," explained Lindner. "If 
required, a ‘formiate’ truck comes in last, 
spraying anti-skid agent on the runways. 
This makes us the world’s fastest airport 
snow-plough team. The runway anti-skid 
agent used at Arlanda is called potassium 
formiate, and consists of organic formic 
salts which decompose in a natural 
way. It takes a sweeping team six to 
ten minutes to remove the snow on each 
runway. When completed, the surface 
is tested by a friction vehicle, which 
measures friction value. The airport 
announces the value, and its up to » 


“IT TAKES MUCH LONGER FOR THEM TO SLOW 
DOWN BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF FRICTION 
BETWEEN THE TYRES AND THE GROUND, AND 
THIS CAN MEAN THE RUNWAY SIMPLY ISN’T 
LONG ENOUGH.’ 


Magnus Lindner 
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At Arlanda, specialist 
teams have equipment 
to check how much sur- 

face grip is available. 


As well as high-tech, 
there are also low-tech 
methods of snow 
clearance. 


d hs 
and snow-blowers are 
the first line of defence 
against ice and snow 
build up. 


Some passengers are 
faced with a snowy walk 
to their aircraft. 


the captain of each aircraft to decide 
whether it's sufficient for a landing. The 
friction value also determines how often 
a runway must be ploughed and treated 
with anti-skid agent.” 

The fastest, most efficient way to keep 
two runways in operation during snowfall 
is to combine Runway 1 and Runway 
2, since they are located close to each 
other. The line of snow left behind by 

| the PSB machines can weigh about 265lb 
(120kg) per metre, so the airport uses 
one of the world’s largest snow-throwers. 

| A two-centimetre snowfall on the 
terminal aprons means 1,200 lorry loads 

| must be carried to the airport's snow 

| dump. This is sited in the southern 
part of the airport and can contain up 
to 7,063,000cu ft (200,000m’) of snow. 
The water that melts from the dump 
is gathered in ponds and transported 


in pipelines to a local municipal water 
treatment plant. 

Can other airports learn from 
Stockholm/Arlanda's experience and 
'snow-how?" Stefan Sundkvist, field 
co-ordinator at Arlanda, said: “At 
London/Heathrow, they have a strategic 
plan for snowfall which includes a 
description of their winter organisation. 
It also has the snow forecast for the 
coming winter - which was a total of 
six centimetres for the entire 2010/11 
winter... 16cm fell in a single day in 
December 2010. 

"London/Heathrow doesn't have 
employees specifically for snow removal," 
he continued. "If there's a need, 
employees from across the organisation are 
called out to remove snow. The advantage 
is low costs; the disadvantages are that 
they don't have specialist expertise - nor 


First day of snow removal 


Day with the largest snow fall 


Amount of snow deposited 
Total amount of snowfall 


is there any special winter equipment 
customised for airports. Instead they 
make do with regular lorries and tractors 
with plough-blades. 

“Moreover, London/Heathrow doesn't 
have any off-peak times, like Arlanda 
does. It has peak traffic the entire time. 
It's difficult to ‘catch up’ when delays are 
already a fact, and it results in aircraft 
being parked everywhere. Apron areas 
and areas around the gates become 
bottlenecks. Paris/Charles de Gaulle and 
Frankfurt had exactly the same kind of 
problems last winter. 

“Arlanda’s strength is primarily planning 
~ daily, operational and strategic - and 
it is cited as a model, for instance, by 
the European Commission. After the 
Christmas and New Year holidays in 
January 2011, Swedavia and Arlanda had 
a lot of contact with airports in Europe 
where snow removal hadn't worked well. 
Foreign media likewise contacted us to 
find out what we do that no-one else has 
managed to do. It was also flattering that 
embassies were assigned the task by their 
home countries of filing full reports on 
how we at Arlanda organise the work.” 

Hopefully the European 2011/2012 
winter season won't be as busy for 
airport staff and as disruptive for 
passengers... P4 


“ARLANDA HAS ABOUT 
65 SEASONALLY- 
HIRED SNOW 
REMOVAL STAFF, OR 
“SNOWMEN. MANY 
OF THESE ARE LOCAL 
FARMERS UNABLE 
TO CONTINUE THEIR 
WORK? 


2009/10 2010/11 

Dect2 0022 

Feb 20,2010 (9in/23cm) — feb 30/11, ZONAN Tem 
5,382,000cu ft (500,000тз) —7,965,55Scu ft (740,000m?) 
75in (190cm) 76in (193cm) 


STATISTICS WINTER 2009/10 COMPARED TO WINTER 2010/11 


Second Ti 


he name Tianjin Airlines 
won't immediately ring a bell 
with many people, which is 
understandable as it only 
adopted the title back in May 2009 as 
a rebranding of former domestic carrier 
Grand China Express Airlines. But its 
parent, the Hainan Airlines (HNA) Group, 
is much better known. 

Tianjin is a large port city on the banks 
of the Hai He River in the north-east 
region of mainland China. It is one of 
the five largest city-provinces in the 
country and is ranked second - after 
Shanghai - in terms of the nation’s 
largest trading centres. The port is the 


sixth-biggest in the world, handling 
cargo destined predominantly for Beijing 
but also other towns and cities in the 
region as well as Mongolia to its north. 
Tianjin has an expanding population of 
more than five million and is now one of 
the nation's most important centres of 
economic growth - and the government 
intends to develop the city into an 
economic powerhouse in its own right. 


Grand China Express Airlines 
Tianjin's expansion has attracted a 

number of new airlines eager to be part 
of the city's future wealth. ( 

carrier, Grand Chi 
launched in 2004 as a s 
At the sam 
absorbed severa! 


Joi J reports 
on the turbulent 
seven-year history 
of Tianjin Airlines, 
formerly known as 
Grand China Express 


Airlines, which 
is building a hub 
operation in one of 
China's key trading 
centres, 


Tianjin Airlines Embraer 
190, B-3166 (c/n 
19000348) wears this 
attractive livery , featur 
ing a red scarf wrapped 
around the aircraft's 
fuselage promoting the 
Chinese social media 
website, weibo.com. 


| Chang'an Airlines, China Xinhua Airlines 


and Shanxi Airlines. 

In 2006, even before it had launched 
its first revenue flights, international 
financier George Soros stepped in to 
bolster the company by buying an 18% 
stake through his Soros Foundation 
and its affiliate, Starstep Ltd. A year 
later, the Civil Aviation Administration 
of China finally granted Grand China 
Express its operating licence. Its initial 


fleet comprised 29 32-seat Dornier Do 
328-300 Jets which were used to develop 
the carrier's domestic route network 

On August 30, 2006, HNA signed a 
mbraer ERJ 1 


contract for 
E1905 in a de; 


| (HEAI) production line in th 


Harbin, in Heilongjiang Province, a joint 
venture facility established by Embraer 
and China Aviation Industry Corporation. 
II (AVIC П). This substantial increase in 
the carriers seat capacity enabled it to 
further expand its network 

While Grand China Express was trying 
to establish a broad network with a 
fleet of more than 40 aircraft - the 
largest in its market segment - it was 
also reporting large operating deficits. 
In August 2008, the airline started 
negotiations with the Korean Hyundai 

G was speculated that the 


same time, Tianjin 


yat shares on 
hange in a bid to 


“IT IS THE INTENTION 
OF THE CHINESE 
GOVERNMENT TO 
DEVELOP TIANJIN 
INTO AN ECONOMIC 
POWERHOUSE IN ITS 
OWN RIGHT." 


the company had renegotiated its 
outstanding order book with Embraer, 
which resulted in a 50% cut in the 
Brazilian manufacturer's aircraft. The 
need to renegotiate the deal with 
Embraer was both embarrassing and 
unwelcome for the airline, which had 
also been lobbying Embraer to shift its 
Chinese final assembly line from Harbin 
to Tianjin. By cutting its orders for the 
ERJ 145, it seriously undermined its 
bargaining position. Although Embraer's 
Chinese production facilities remained at 


Harbin, Tianjin Airlines has become the 
first Chinese certified maintenance centre 
for the E-series aircraft. 

Tianjin Airlines was officially 
established on June 8, 2009 and the 
carrier was re-launched services two days 
later, complete with a new corporate 
brand and livery for its aircraft, on the 
route from its home city to Guiyang. 
During its rebranding period the carrier 
was operating a fleet of ten E1905, 12 
ERJ 145s and 29 Do328-300 Jets and 
was serving a network of more than 80 


domestic destinations. The HNA Group 
remains its controlling stakeholder, 
having expanded its shareholding to 
83.4* with an additional investment of 
CNY500 million, while George Soros was 
finally able to cut his losses, fortunately 
being able to recoup his initial 
investment. The remaining 1.2% share 
holding is owned by the airline itself. 


National and International 
Ambitions 

Although the rebranded carrier now 
uses the Tianjin Airlines name, it doesn't 
limit its activities to Tianjin Airport or 
the greater Tianjin region - indeed, it's 


Tianjin Airlines is leasing | eager to expand operations and open 


this Airbus A320-232, up routes throughout China and has 
B-6789 (c/n 4739) from Iso U hed its first inb ti 1 
SRS also launched its first international 
Airlines. (Feng X services, with flights to Ulan Bator, the 


capital of Mongolia, via Hohhot (Chinese 


“INDEED, IT IS EAGER 
TO EXPAND ITS 
OPERATIONS AND 
OPEN UP ROUTES 
THROUGHOUT CHINA, 
AND IT ALSO HAS 
PLANS TO LAUNCH 
INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICES.” 


Embraer 190, 8.3182 (c/n 
19000459) is pictured — | 
during a night stop 

at Las Palmas Airport, 
Grand Canaria while on 

its delivery flight in late 
August 2011. The airliner 
маз the 38th example to 
enter service with Tianjin 
Airlines. (Ave! Sh 
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This Tianjin Airlines’ 

Embraer 190, В-3161 (c/n 
19000328) carries a spe- 
cial Moming Post livery 
оп its rear fuselage. 


A pair of Dornier Do328- 
300 Jets parked опа 
rather damp apron wait- 
ing for their next load 
of passengers. In the 
foreground is a Grand 
China Express example, 
B-3983 (c/n 3211) while 
behind is one operated 
by Hainan Airlines 


А 
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Inner Mongolia). The new route offers 
the airline the opportunity to exploit 
ethnic travel between the two Mongolian 
population centres. 

The airline is also considering starting 
services between secondary Chinese 
airports and smaller facilities in Taiwan. 
The carrier's E1905 are ideal platforms for 
such routes. Meanwhile, Tianjin Airlines 
is also looking at stepping up to the 
widebody airliner market, rumours 
suggesting that it will purchase or lease 
three or more Boeing 767-300s. 

However, it isn’t all about expansion: the 
Do328 Jets that served the airline well 
during its Grand China Express days are 
being removed from service and placed in 
storage at both Tianjin International and 
Хїап International airports, where they 
will presumably be offered for sale. 
Tianjin Airways and its parent, the HNA 
Group, have grand plans for the future, 
saying the carrier will have expanded its 
fleet to around 100 aircraft by the end of 
2012, although no details of how it plans 
to achieve this have yet been announced. 
It claims it will grow its network and will 
provide over 200,000 scheduled flights 
annually, carrying at least 15 million 
passengers, a far cry from the struggling 
airline of just three years адо. F114 


With many of the. 
Macedonian carriers 
operating leased 
aircraft, unusual, hybrid 


Air Ukraine Yakovlev 
Yok-42, UR-42376 (c/n 
4520424914477), 

was on lease to META 
and wears the basic liv- 
ery of its parent. 


Based in nearby 
Sarajevo, Bosnia, 

Air Commerce and its 
leased Boeing 727-200, 
YU-AKB (c/n 20931), was 
another of the region's 
short-lived carriers. 
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looks 
at the aviation 
boom which 
kept the Former 
Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia 
connected to the 
outside world 
during the Balkans 
conflict of the 
19905. 


uring the early 19905, 
mounting tension between 
the constituent republics of 
Yugoslavia escalated into a 
bloody conflict that resulted in the 
loss of thousands of lives and the 
collapse of the state. The break-up led 
to the emergence of five independent 
countries, including the Former 


Yugoslav Republic of (FYRO) Macedonia. 


The new, land-locked state was 
located in the northwest comer of a 
much larger geographical region of the 
same name which also extends into 
parts of Bulgaria and Greece. With the 
latter incorporating its own province of 
Macedonia; the new country was forced 
to adopt the complicated title which 
remains in use today. 

Although FYRO Macedonia's 
independence in 1991 had been 
peaceful, this was not the case for 
the other republics, and with war 


Aviation 


BOOM 


raging in the neighbouring regions and 
an embargo put in place by the United 
Nations, much of the former Yugoslavia 
was virtually cut off from the rest of the 
outside world. 

With many people from the region 
living and working in nearby Germany 
and Switzerland - and Macedonia 
now effectively unreachable by road 
- the catalyst was in place for a rapid 
expansion of the aviation sector. 

The resultant boom in air travel led 

to an interesting selection of airlines 
operating from the capital, Skopje and, 
to a somewhat lesser extent, from the 
country's only other airport in the 
western town of Ohrid. 

With road and rail links now reopened, 
modern-day Macedonia is barely able to 
sustain even one airline, but during this 
boom, three major carriers emerged (see 
standalone boxes), along with several 
smaller operators, 


Many of these short-lived airlines 
relied on leased Russian aircraft, such 
as the Tupolev Tu-154 and Yakovlev 
Yak-42. The situation resulted in 
an unusual mix of colourschemes; 
Macedonian Air Service took the 
conservative approach of applying a 
small logo over the aircraft's original 
paintwork and Vardar Air, which 
frequently switched its aircraft with 
sister airline Bosna Air, opted for a 
generic and easily interchangeable 
colourscheme. Meta Aviotransport 
Macedonia (META), on the other 
hand, went as far as repainting almost 
its entire fleet of leased jets in its 
attractive and flamboyant livery. 

However, as quickly as they had 
blossomed, the Macedonian operators 
soon wilted and disappeared as peace 
was restored to the region, former 
national carrier JAT resumed operations 
and roads were once again opened. 


META AVIDTRANSPORT MACCPONIA 


AIO ICRC g 


Palair Macedonian 


robably the most prominent and 
p colourful airline of the aviation 

boom was Palair Macedonian 
(3D/PMK). The carrier started 
operations in 1991 using an Antonov 
An-24 along with a pair of Tupolev 
Tu-154s leased from Balkan Bulgarian 
Airlines. The small fleet was soon 
complemented by two Fokker 28s 
chartered from the French carrier, TAT 
= the arrival of these French short- 


haul jets led to the introduction of an 
unusual overall red colour scheme. 

With demand for air travel 
increasing, Palair enlarged its fleet 
again in early 1993 by acquiring a 
Fokker 100, PH-KXL (c/n 11393) - 
leased from the manufacturer, the jet 
was with the airline barely six weeks 
before it was written off in a take-off 
accident at Skopje. 

At its peak in the mid-1990s, 


Palair's growing ambition led to 
rumours that it was going to use a 
Douglas DC-10 to launch services to 
New York. However, with the UN 
lifting its sanctions on Yugoslavia in 
1996, national airline JAT resumed 
operations and Palair's passenger 
figures dropped significantly. The 
Macedonian carrier's leased aircraft 
were returned and the airline was 
wound up at the end of 1996. 
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Pelair's fleet of Fokker 
1005, including F-OLGA 
(c/n 11290), were paint- 


ed in this distinctive, 
‘overall red livery. This 
particular aircraft was 
later used by EU Jet and 
Air France/Régional. 
(All photos author) 


Acquired from French 
carrier ТАТ, Palair's Fokker 
28, F-GDUY (c/n 11142), 
wore a toned-down ver 
sion of the latter's red 
colour scheme. 
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Macedonian Airlines — 


DD PPP ee 


MAT Macedonian 
Airlines! Yakovlev 
Yok-42, RA-42326 (c/n 
4520424402154), was 
operated on lease from 
Russian carrier Aeroflot. 


MAT Macedonian Airlines 


AT Macedonian Airlines (IN/ 

MAK) did not launch operations 

until 1994, significantly later 
than its domestic competitors. However, 
like the other carriers in the region, 
Skopje-based MAT's fleet was also heavily 
reliant on leased aircraft - the carrier's 
first was a former EgyptAir Boeing 737- 
200, SU-AYL (c/n 21195), which was 


lived airlines had disappeared and, by 
virtue of its relatively sound financial 
footing, MAT was awarded national 
carrier status by the government. 
The new opportunity to expand was 
embraced by MAT, and a Bombardier 
CRJ900, Z3-AAG, was added to the fleet. 
The collapse of a deal with Embraer 
for an E170 in 2005 led to an air of 


cancellation. The airline ultimately 
defied its detractors for another three 
years until a dispute with Eurocontrol 
over unpaid fees led to it being banned 
from German and Italian airspace. 
Without access to its key destinations, 
MAT was forced to operate a limited 
service to Switzerland but with its 
network now severely restricted, the 


used to operate services to Istanbul, 
Rome, Vienna, Zurich and destinations 
across Germany. 

Ву 2000, many of Macedonia’s short- 


uncertainty over Macedonian Airlines’ 
long-term prospects ~ the aircraft had 
been painted in full MAT colours and 
was awaiting delivery at the point of 


carrier's operations were unsustainable 
and the airline folded in September 
2009 when the Macedonian authorities 
revoked its Air Operators Certificate. 


MAT used this Douglas. 
0С:9-32, Z3-AAB (c/n 
47571) for several years. 
The aircraft, pictured at 
Berlin/Schónefeld, wears 
the airlines final livery. 


Macedonian airlines Ùe 
Seecesssssssesssesssesecasas 


ne of the longer-lived carriers 
to grace the skies of Macedonia 


O was Avioimpex (M4/AXX). The 


airline's start was not a good one and 


barely a year after it had been founded, 


а Yakovlev Yak-42, RA-42390, on lease 
from the Russian operator Saravia, 
crashed in bad weather on approach to 


MNCEDONN Ns 
FOEDE 


Avioim pex 

Ohrid in November 1993 with the loss 
of 116 passengers and crew. 

Avioimpex switched its fleet from 
Russian to Western-built types and 
eventually acquired five McDonnell 
Douglas MD80s. The airline, which 
also branded at least one of its aircraft 
as ‘Makedonija Airways’, ventured into 


"ООШ 


Avioimpex also used the 
trade name Makedonija 
Airways and carried 
titles to this effect on at 
least one its Yakovlev 
Yok-42s. 


the air cargo market and, for a short 
period, operated a single Antonov 
An-12 freighter, Z3-AFA. However, 
just as Palair and many of the smaller 
carriers had done, Avioimpex struggled 
against the increased competition from 
JAT and, after running into financial 
difficulties, ceased operations in 2002. 


One of the smaller car- 
riers to emerge during 
the boom years was 
Macedonian Air Service. 
Rather conservatively, it 


‘Colourful Holidays Start on the Plane’ 


ince its first flight in 2010, Enter 
Air of Poland has emerged as 


Being cabincrew is a 
good job for university 


" ч graduates. It's not neces- 
a growing force in providing арнанын 
capacity for tour operators within for them and Enter offers. 


a six-month or two- 
year contract - usually 
extended. 


Poland. It started with three leased 
Boeing 737-400s, 17 ground and support 
staff and 71 flight and cabin crew. It 
was officially formed in 2009 but, by the 
time all the regulatory processes had 
been completed, the first flight was on 
April 25, 2010, carrying holidaymakers to 
Enfidha/Hammamet Airport in Tunisia - 
one of the first operators into the newly- 
established airport. 

In its first year, Enter flew over 200,000 
passengers. A year later and the fleet 
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had grown to eight aircraft - six 737- 
4005 and two -800s (with an extra 
aircraft wet-leased from Air Explore for 
а short term). Ground staff had risen 
to 43 - still a relatively small number 
for the carrier's size - plus 75 pilots and 
127 cabincrew, carrying over 900,000 
passengers. For 2012, further growth 
will see the planned addition of three 
more aircraft. 

Enter Air has bases in three Polish 
cities - Warsaw, Katowice and Poznan 
= it can serve all the major Polish cities 
from these bases and plans to have 
aircraft based in both Prague and Paris to 
cater for planned demand. 


Board Members 

Unlike many other carriers, Enter 
doesn't have a single CEO, but is 
operated by four board members: 
Grzegorz (Greg) Polaniecki is the 
General Director, Marcin Kubrak is the ‘The | asa team," said Greg to Airliner World бот Polish holidaymakers to travel, 
Flight Operations Director, Mariusz Boing 757 bums 48% | in the open plan office he shares with е airline market in the country 
Olechno is in charge of maintenance the 737-shaywtthefuel | the other three board members in an was in turmoil. Low-cost carrier 
while Andrzej Kobielski runs the price в low, however office block close the Warsaw's Chopin Centralwings had been closed while 
commercial side. Funding for the not goodwhen around | (Lotnisko Chopina w Warszawie) Airport. — capacity-provider Eurocypria was also 
carrier has come from the above Soso% ofthe overall | "We decided to set up this airline in in trouble. Aurela of Lithuania had 
Management Team. “A single CEO is ‘an actually ty longer | 2006,” he continued. “But first we had pulled out of the market and Seagle 
good when the airline is running well, | dstanceswiththe 737, | to set up а ‘successful! business plan and Air of Slovakia went out of business. 
and during quiet times, but during the | even witha fuel stop. | then launch at the correct time." “So we thought the time was right to 


current market cycle, it's better to work In 2008/09, despite growing demand launch. Despite the GDP in western > 


"TODAY, EVERYBODY 


IS SUFFERING AND 
MANY AIRLINES ARE 
UNPROFITABLE – 
BUT WE ARE МОТ!” 


a /7 арче“ 


"ORC | 


DOUGLAS. 


aa 
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European countries suffering, the Polish 
GDP was growing - by around 3% - so 
there was a demand for a new carrier. 
Demand for seats exceeded the capacity 
available so we simply filled that capacity." 
Greg is very pragmatic about the 
size of the carrier. "The execution of 
the business plan is 70% of achieving 
success. You need to be ‘an Iron Man’ 
and keep to the plan. When you're a 
very small airline, basic costs are high 
and we needed to grow quickly - initially 
- to spread those costs. We have now 
managed to leave the local competition 
behind and we're now the leader in the 
charter market in Poland and setting 
the rules. However, we mustn't get 


70 AIRUNERWORLD FEBRUARY 2 


rn «Enter plans to 
acquire two more Boeing 
737-400s for the 2012 sum- 
merseason. 


+The airline has 
tried children’s entertain- 
ment, including having a 
magician walking down 
the aisle doing tricks. 
Other ‘diversions’ have 
included mime artists 
and face painters. 


txt wvsg 


2 company LOT Services, as 


General Director and Team 


Greg Polaniecki has over 16 years in the airline 
business. Following graduation from a Polish 
university, he joined Delta Air ines in Poalnd as 

a flight attendant. Five years later, he joined the 
team building Eurolot in 1996 before changing 

over to Centralwings, who offered him a position. 

as accountable manager. It was here that he first 
met his current managerial colleagues, however he 
left the carrier because he disagreed with the way 

it was being developed. From here Greg joined 

a British investment bank, Gryphon, then later 
returned to aviation as an advisor to the manage- 
ment board of Polish national carrier LOT, before 
electing to form Enter Air. 

Andrzej Kobielski has over 15 years of experience 
in the airline business. He graduated from the 
Warsaw University of Technology, as well as Berlin 
University of Technology, where he specialised in 
airline management. He also completed a post 
graduate safety management studies at the London 
Business School, University of London. At the 
beginning of his airline career he worked for LOT 
Polish Airlines in the Sales Department. In 2004 he 
became one of the key executives - together with 
Greg Polaniecki - founding the first Polish LCC and 
shaping its commercial side. At the end of 2006 he 
decided to join the BMI Group as a Head of Network 
Planning & Revenue Management for bmibaby. 

He then joined LOT as Commercial Director before 
moving to Enter Air's commercial area. 

Mariusz Olechno graduated from Warsaw 
University of Technology, and joined White Eagle 
Aviation as its avionics specialist. Two years later, 
he joined the team building the first Polish charter/ 
low-cost carrier Air Polonia and later in 2004, joined 
team building Centralwings, which he left in 2009 
asa technical director. He then moved over to a 
newly-established handling 


Now Enter Air benefits from his experience, gained 
from every level of aviation maintenance. 

Marcin Kubrak has been in the aviation business 
for over 15 years. He started his career in 1990 at 
INT Express and from 1995 he has created one of 
the most successful airfreight businesses in Poland. 
He still runs Expeditors branch in Poland. Marcin 
isa Captain Instructor on the 737 and got his first 
pilot job at Air Polonia. In 2005, Marcin joined 
Centralwings where he met rest of the team. 
(Photo Key - Tony Dixon) 


complacent and have to assume that 
there will be competition." 


Staffing 

Enter Air continues to expand and was 
one of the few airlines in Europe still 
hiring staff at the end of 2011. This is 
to meet the increased number of flights 
already booked for 2012. The carrier is 
looking predominantly at Polish pilots 
and cabin crew, with a rider that they 
have to meet the standards required. “Of 
course, Polish girls are the most beautiful 
in the world,” added Greg with a glint 
in his eye. "We initially had to employ 
experienced cabincrew, but now we're 
happy to train them ourselves. The 
last time we advertised, we had 1,200 
applicants and took on 130. It's a good 
job for university graduates - it's well 


paid and will open up their minds. Its 
not necessarily a permanent job for them 
and we normally offer a six-month or 
two-year contract - usually extended." 
Cabincrew speak a mixture of languages 
including English, German, French, Greek 
- and, of course, Polish. 

Almost all of Enter's pilots are Polish 
and are recruited from the most 
experienced staff available on the 
market. Enter has its own type rating 
training organisation (TRTO)-approved 
training facility, which trains its crews in 
Berlin (in conjunction with Lufthansa) 
where they undergo simulator, crew 
resource management (CRM) and 
emergency training. Cabincrews are 
trained by its own instructors using 
simulators in Prague. Greg added that 
the airline now has about 30-40% of 


“TWO YEARS AGO, EVERYBODY THOUGHT THAT 
WE WOULDN'T LAST, BUT NOW THEY ARE 
THINKING DIFFERENTLY.’ 


Greg Polaniecki. 


very experienced cabincrews, but even 
the new additions have around 700-900 
flight hours. 


Contracts 

There is great variation in contracts 
from season to season in Poland. In 
the summer, it's flights to the main 
Mediterranean resorts - Spain, Greece, 
the Canaries etc; but in the winter, 
people try to go further afield - to 
Egypt, North Africa and even Sri Lanka, 
Thailand and Kenya. Enter serves these 
long-haul destinations via a ‘tech’ stop 
at Muscat in Oman or Sharm el Sheikh in 
Egypt for a quick ‘splash and dash’ 

“The Polish market is very sensitive to 
price,” Greg continued. “The name of 
the game is low fare. Forget anything 
that is even a little bit expensive. Our 
aim is to provide the lowest fares on the 
market. The key to success is winter 
contracts to keep the aircraft flying.” 

As well as being fully-utilised this 
winter, Enter has already agreed 
contracts with a number of local travel 
agencies for the summer of 2012 and 
even for the winter season 2012/13, 
although the aircraft utilisation will be 
lower in the winter season. 

“We needed to work out what type 
of aircraft gave us the lowest seat mile 
costs,” said Greg. “The Boeing 757 burns 
48% more fuel per hour than the 737 - 
okay if the fuel price is low, however, not 
good when around 50-60% of our overall 
costs are in fuel. We can actually fly 
longer distances with the 737, even with 
a fuel stop, and still be cheaper.” Greg 
cited the flight to Colombo (via Oman) 
as being around $100 cheaper per seat 
than a 767 which, although larger, can 
be difficult to fill ‘off season He said 
the Egyptian market is very strong » 


Three more aircraft - 
two -400s and a -800 
will be added to the 
fleet in 2012. 


SPÆNB 26299 Apr2010 
(SHEN 25376 Tun 2610) 
РНЕ 25374 RIOT 
SPENE 25409 Feb 2011, 


Enter has its own type 
rating training organisa- 
Чоп (TRTO)-approved 
training facility which 
trains its crews in Berlin 
(in conjunction with 
Lufthansa) where they 
undergo simulator, crew 
resource management 
(CRM) and emergency 
training. 


Regular training for 
flight and cabin crew 


www airlinerworld.com 71 


in Poland and only suffered for about 
4-6 weeks earlier in 2011 due to the 
political unrest there. Enter was able 
to provide short-term alternatives at 
the time such as the Canary Islands, 
Morocco, Israel and even Dubai, but 
stressed that it's still safe to travel to 
the holiday areas of Egypt. 

The aircraft are normally contracted 
‘full’ to the tour operators, but Enter 
has recently extended its operating 
licence to include scheduled as well as 
charter operations. This does not mean 
dedicated scheduled flights, but it now 
has the flexibility to offer any spare 
places on the aircraft not taken up by 
the tour operators on a 'seat only' basis. 


Operations 

“We're here to make money,” stated 
Greg. We will go anywhere the money is 
and if that means basing aircraft outside 
Poland, then fine." The carrier is also 
available to provide ad hoc charters - 
including sports-related - when it has the 
capacity. "With next summer's contracts 
in place, we need to add more two 737- 
400s and a -800," he said. “There are 
plenty of -400s on the lease market, but 
we need them with a 68-tonne maximum 
take-off weight [MTOW] to meet our 
requirements.” He added that Enter is 
not looking at ex-Ryanair -800s as their 
seats do not recline and therefore are not 
suitable for the longer sectors flown by 
Enter. Flight times are, on average, three 
hours for the -400s and three-and-a-half 
to four for the -800s. 
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enter 
sos 


has about 30-40% of 
very experienced cabin 
crews, but even the new 
additions have around. 
700-900 flight hours. 


* The future looks 
good for Enter Air. 


On Board 

Enter can provide any level of food 
as dictated by the tour operator: from 
rudimentary sandwiches to Champagne. 
Its onboard snack prices are low as Greg 
believes that an attractive price creates 
volume. If no food is automatically 
provided the airline has free rein to sell 


whatever its wants, including duty free. 
To liven-up the passengers’ experience, 
Enter has tried different ideas to 
attract interest (there is no in-flight 
entertainment or electronic power 
supplies onboard, but the carrier can 
provide hand-held DVD players). Last 
year, in co-operation with Italian 
manufacturer Alfa Romeo, there was a 
competition to win a car. On a smaller 
scale, the airline has tried children’s 
entertainment, including having a 
magician walking down the aisle doing 
tricks. Other ‘diversions’ have included 
mime artists and face painters. 


Fleet 

“The name of the game is utilisation 
and efficiency,” said Greg. “To that 
end we use a mixed fleet [of -400s 
and -800s] to match capacity with 
demand.” In 2011, Enter had six 168- 
seat -400s and two 189-seat -800s 
(one with winglets). In 2012, it plans 
to add two -400s and a -800 and in 
2013, this could grow to a total of six 
-400s and eight -800s. Eventually, as 
the leases run out, the -400s will be 
replaced by more -800s. 


Future 

Providing the Polish don’t stop going 
on holiday, the future looks good for 
Enter Air. As Greg explained, it 
already has its aircraft booked for the 
next 15 or so months and its 
expansion plans are simply to fill the 
required market. F14 


The hump on the top of 
this KLM aircraft is the 
‘optional satellite equip- 
ment, offering in-seat 
interet access for your 
virtual passengers. 


GOL Airlines requested 
that its 737-800 aircraft 
be modified for short- 
field performance and 
Boeing obliged. It was 
later decided by Boeing 
to offer the short-field 
package to all operators 
asa purchase option. 


A fully functional light. 
management system 
replicates the real air- 
craft in every detail 
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EXPANSION FOR FSX - 


he Boeing 737 needs little introduc- 
T= This remarkable aircraft is the 
most successful airliner in history — 
on average, a 737 is taking off or landing 
somewhere in the world every five sec- 
onds. When the development team at 
PMDG announced that it would be creating 
a 737 expansion pack for Microsoft Flight 
Simulator X (FSX), there was an immediate 
sense of excitement in the sim enthusiast 
community... followed by a long wait. 
The team has spent more than three years 
working full-time to create a simulation 
of the 737 Next-Generation (NG) series. 
PMDG's goal was to deliver the most real- 
istic and exacting airliner simulation ever 
to grace a desktop. The developer plans a 
staged release programme, with the 737- 
800 and -900 models in the base pack hav- 
ing been the first to hit the market and the 
737-600 and -700 now available as a further 
expansion purchase. 


P] 


Independent simulation of 
aircraft systems 

PMDG has achieved a staggering level of 
realism with its 737NGX by recreating air- 
craft systems in meticulous detail — each is 
effectively a complex simulation within a 
simulation. Each has been reproduced with 
the aid of Boeing maintenance schematics, 
a team of Boeing engineers, pilots, ground 
crew and unprecedented access to the real 
aircraft. Take, for example, the electrical sys- 
tem: there is more than 36 miles of wiring in 
a modern 737 and 2,000-plus components 
requiring electrical power. Conceptually, 
the electrical system can be divided intotwo 
main groups: the power provider (aircraft 
batteries, engines, APU, ground power) and 
the power consumer, which draws on those 


elements. Not only has PMDG modelled 
the system in detail, but it has factored 
in all combinations of electrical generation 
and usage, in both normal and abnormal 
conditions (such as the loss of an engine 
generator) — all in accordance with Boeing's 
specifications. Perhaps the greatest testa- 
ment to this realism is that regardless of the 
electrical configuration, the aircraft power 
usage is within one five hundredth of an 
amp accuracy of the real aircraft. 

The key point is that this airliner is mod- 
elled to a depth of detail never seen before. 
PMDG has created the closest simulation to 
a real airliner yet, right down to the finest 
detail. If something exists or happens on the 
real aircraft, you can be sure it will be in the 
simulation too. 


The ultimate flightdeck 

When you first launch PMDG' 737 it is 
immediately apparent that this is much 
more than a typical systems simulation. A 
visit to the virtual cockpit reveals detailed 
work that authentically replicates the real air- 
craft flightdeck. Not only was this produced 
using Boeing schematics, but the team had 
access to the real cockpit and spent many 
hours confirming the measurements, even 
using laser measuring equipment to achieve 
accuracy down to the last millimetre of scale. 
This attention to detail within the cockpit 
area is evident — and includes animations, 
dust and fingerprints on display screens and 
smoothly rendered switches and handles. 


A plethora of options 

A separate livery manager is used to install 
colour schemes, which are freely available 
from the PMDG website - both the aircraft 
and cockpit systems are configured specifi- 
cally to reflect the real airliner represented 
by the simulator. 

The option that has received the greatest 
excitement from the sim community is the 
Head Up Guidance System (HUGS), which 
projects key flight information onto a glass 
panel, located in front of the pilot, enabling 
him or her to keep their head out of the 
cockpit. With a flight path cursor appearing 
on the HUGS, the pilot can aim the cursor 
anywhere on the runway and the aircraft will 
fly to that point. Data, such as a 3D runway 
overlay, allows the pilot to perform a low-vis- 
ibility landing using the system and a swathe 
of projected information and guidance cues. 


A visual tour-de-force 

The external model is arguably the most 
detailed yet seen in FSX. If the speed brakes 
are raised and flaps deployed, for example, 
the motion of the flaps’ motors within the 
wing can be seen. The model can also be 
customised, with the option to add aerials 
and antenna and even a satellite dome (for 
in-flight Internet) all faithfully recreated in 
the visual model, 


The short-field package 

PMDG's 737NGX is а joy to fly both by hand 
and using the autopilot, and the options 
selected make a real difference to the way 
the aircraft feels. A personal favourite of the 
author's is the optional short-field package 
The heavier, fuselage-extended -900 series, 
as one might expect, feels weightier on the 
controls and accurately mimics the perform- 
ance of this variant aimed at the high den- 
sity/high passenger load/short-haul market. 


In-service wear and tear 

So far a picture has been painted of a seri- 
ously customisable simulation with unprec- 
edented systems realism, but the best has 
been saved for last. It will come as no 
surprise that the PMDG 737 has a complex 
failures menu so that the pilot can practise a 
range of problem-solving skills from engine 
failure to an electrical error. There are a cou- 
ple of hundred key failures available to be 
set on a timer. What may come as a surprise 
is that this is eclipsed by ‘in-service failures’. 
The PMDG 737 can be optionally configured 
to suffer the wear and tear of the real air- 
craft. Components will wear out over time 
and need servicing or replacing. The team 
at PMDG spent many months in discussion 
with Boeing and component manufacturers 
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to ascertain the rated lifespan of hundreds 
of aircraft components and to confirm when 
these components should be serviced or 
replaced. If the aircraft is abused by mishan- 
dling, the life of these parts can be dramati- 
cally shortened. Everything from the light 
bulbs to each engine needs careful atten- 
tion. A set of Control Display Unit pages can 
be used to confirm when servicing is due for 
a massive range of components. 


The finest airliner 

PMDG's 737-NGX is without doubt the most 
intricate, detailed and realistic airliner ever 
to take to the virtual skies in Flight Simulator. 
The 737 raises the bar across the board, 
from internal and external visuals to systems, 
sounds and flight dynamics. It is an incred- 
ible simulation of the real aircraft. 
Jane-Rachel Whittaker 
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One of the highlights 


Gauges can be expand- 
ed for easier viewing 
or undocking for a 
home cockpit setup. All 
of the displays of the 
PMDG 737NGX can be. 
undocked, relocated 
and resized as desired. 


There are only a few 
airlines that operate the 
737-900 without win- 
glets. Korea Air is one 
of them, utilising the 
aircraft on short-range, 
high-capacity routes. 
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Н The latest 
commercial 
d aircraft 
deliveries from 
manufacturers 

and lessors. 


1 Being readied for deliv- 
1 ery to Europe for interi- 
Í orfinishing, this Boeing 
1 747-825 BB), М5020К 
1 (937500), is destined 
} to become A6-PFA with 
the Abu Dhabi Amiri 
Flight. (Robbie She 


One of Shenzhen 
Airlines of China's lat- 
est Boeing 737-8915, 
1 B5619 (c/n 39152), is 
seen at Boeing Field, 
Seattle, Washington. 
1 The aircraft was deliv- 
‘ered to the carrier on 
November 18. 
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STAR AIR AVIATION PVT LTD 
NSC 06:92 48150 ex AG-ESC, reg 04.11.11 
AIR ARABIA [GS/ABYI 

AGANG A320214 4890 ex D-AVVF, dd 28.10.11 
EMIRATES AIRLINE [EX/UAE] 

AG-EOP A380861 077 ex F-WWSY, dd 14.10.11 
AG-EDQ А380-861 080 ex F-WWSV, dd 28.10.11 
A&tGG B777-3IHER 41070 84111011 

AG-EGH B777-3IHER 35585 420101 


FALCON EXPRESS CARGO AIRLINES [FC] 


HAFAB 27-500 10370 purchoff lease fr Farmal, 
md 

RAK AIRWAYS [RKM] 

EREB Е190-10008 0325 — ex PI-TAN, dd 13.11.11, 
wet lsd fr Air Moldova 

RUS AVIATION [R6/RLB) 

NIOBZA  AB00B4-60SR 648 спит to A3OOB4-6OSR(F) by 


EADS, named Darina’ 
QATAR AIRWAYS LOR/QTR QATAR] 


ALAMP A320232 4858 ех F-WWB), dd 18.10.11 

ААС 8777-90 — 36099 — dd 28.10.11, named 
науа 

GUL RIGA 

ASCAO A320214 4860 — ex F-WWDF, dd 19.10.11 

AIR CHINA АКСА) 

8086 8777-39088 38667 98131011 

B6536 A020 — 1260 — ex F-WWYY, dd 18.10.11 

Bé 4320-214 400 — ex D-AVVI, dd 27.10.11 

8-68 321-232 4873 ex D-AVZA, dd 18.10.11 

CHINA EASTERN AIRLINES [MU/CES] 

B5074 8737-79P 32008 

8.5084 8737-79P 33009 

$508 8737-79 29357 

8.5094 8737-79 29358 

$95 В737-79Р 29361 

$096 B737-79P 29362 

B5097 B737-79P 29364 

3315 LIP 33045 

$531 8737-79 33046 

332 8737-79 36269 

8:504 873779 36071 

BSI) 8737-79Р 36772 

B6803 А3074 4048 ex B-S0SL dd 24.10.11 

8-6805 A320214 4877 ex F-WWD2 dd 25.10.11 


CHINA SOUTHERN AIRLINES [CL/CSN] 


53M? Е190-1008 0477 ex PT-TOK, dd 4.10.11 
lsd ft CDB Leasing 

BIB  EI90-00R 0483 ex PT-TPI, dd 20.10.11 
lsd fı СОВ Leasing 

8.349 E190-100LR 0488 — ex PI-TPN, dd 29.10.11, 
lsd ft CDB Leasing 

B6136 А380-41 01 ex F-WWSX, dd 12.10.11 

в-6812 A320232 4882 ex D-AVVD, dd 21.10.11, 
hd fr AG 

в-6813 A320232 4864 ех F-WWDG, dd 27.1011, 
ША 

в-ва17 A320214 4880 ex D-AVVA, dd 14.10.11 
lsd fr GECAS 

EASTERN YUNNAN AIRLINES 

B5054 8737-79Р 29365 exN17848 

B-5074 8737-79 33008 ex N17868 

$5084 8737-79P 33009 ex NI7868 

$59) 8737-79? 29357 

8504 8737-7 29358 

8-5095 8737-79P 29361 ex NI7868, 

8.5096 В737-79Р 29362 

$509] 8737-79 29364 ex NGOSTE 

355 В737-79Р 3305 

$531 8737-79 33046 

B-5242* 8737-79? 36269 

B5245* 8737-79Р ЗЫЛ 

BS271* 8737-79? 36772 ex NI787B 


Al above are leased from ШС 
except those marked with a ™ 
HAINAN AIRLINES [HU/CHH] 


355 8737-84 38146 84241011 
SF AIRLINES [03] 
82828 8757-2500) 25899 — regid31.10.11 


SHENZHEN AIRLINES (46/6501 


BIS АЗ19-112 205 пом lsd fr AWAS 
B6165 A39-112 2935 as B-6159 
5-680 4320-232 4897 — exD-AWH, dd 27.10.11 


‘SPRING AIRLINES (95/CQH AIR SPRING’) 

360 320-214 4760 ex 8506, dd 26.10.11 

TIANJIN AIRLINES [GS/GCR CHINA DRAGON’) 

86789 4320-232 4739 ex8-504L,d 26.10.11 
hd fr Hainan Airlines 

TIBET AIRLINES [TBA] 


B6438 A319-115 4846 ex D-AVWO, dd 20.10.11 

CATHAY PACIFIC AIRWAYS (OUCPAT 

BLUE 8747-867Р 39242 983110411 

EVA AIR IBR/EVAT 

B-1663) A330-302 1254 ex F-WWYF, dd 20.10.11 
hsdf CIT 

AIR GEORGIAN (2066) 

CGVGA 81900 UE292 ехМ20707 

 ARSPRAY(I967)LTO 

CGNPB 88А 1028 — ex HR-EMA, reg 25.10.11 


bf Honduran Government 
BEARSKIN AIRLINES L/BLST 
CW 38 336 ex SE-C38,dd 0205.11, 
lsd fr/op by Calm Air 


BLUEWATER AVIATION SERVICES. 


CGD Ж? 1055 ен 
BUFFALO AIRWAYS [BFU] 
(ЮК DCIC 2706 bf Logistique Opti-Nord 
CODY 005 1096 — Government of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
CANADIAN HELICOPTERS LTO 
CGH Bell412 — 33066 ex ZK-HOA 
COY Beldi? 3304 енй 
CHC GLOBAL OPERATIONS 
CGUL 976+ — 760537 ex HS-HTM, reg 18.10.11 
lsd in Brazil, 
reg came 10.11.11 
СНА S-76C+ — 760570 ех SN-BHF, regi 03.11.11 
CGHRK  S-J6Ce 760589 ex SN-BIE, regi 15.11.11 
CGAY 5-76 760466 ex SN-BCX, egi 07.11.11 
COM) КОИ” 2801 — ex F-WWOK, reg 12.10.11 
CGU AWII 31070 ex SN-B)C reg 15.11.11 
CGNOG  AWIJS — 31072 exPH-UA regi 25.11.11 
EXACTAIR 
CAW 59200 83 ее 
EXECAIRE [MB/EXA ‘CANADIAN DXECAIRE T 
(би 819000 ШЕЮ  exIS-PU) reg 31.10.1 
EXPLOITS VALLEY AIR SERVICES (8K) 
CGUC 819000 ШЕМ? ex N242YV, reg 28.10.11, 


lsd fr Royal Bank of Canada 
ПАП AIR (AIR CANADA EXPRESS) [QK/ZAT 

(НҮ Dash 8-402 4386 88 31.10.17, fleet #407 
CGGNI Dash 8-0402 4384 — dd 14.10.17, fleet #406 
JATZANROK/ZA) 
CGEK B7S7-25F 30757 exG-IMCO,dd02.11.11, 
sub-sd fr Thomas Cook 
ex GLA, dd 02.11.11, 
sub-lsd fr Thomas Cook 


CGN 8757-28А 27601 


 NORDAIR QUEBEC 2000 INC 


(кк ж — V3 — exCF-GYK, bf Logistique 
Opti-Nord 14.10.11 

ORCA AIRWAYS 

CGGQM 431350. 317952083 


PERIMETER AIRLINES [UW/PAGI 

CHIS SAXI- АС6Ә68 ex N22710, bf Aviation 
Services of Ameria 16.11.11 

REGIONAL 1 AIRLINES. 

CGOSW Dash8-202 408 exHK-M32,regd 24.10.11, 

lsd ft Armas 


SUNWING AIRLINES [KO/SWG] 


(КК 8737-86 32740 ех ОКТУК, reg 04.11.11, 
sub-tsd fr havel Service 
(їй 8737-82 3545 ex G-FDIR, dd 26.10.11 
sub lsd fr Thomson Airways 
(ӨШ 8037-85 3460 ex G-FOLI, dd 16.11.11, 
sub-sd fı Thomson Airways 
CHAM 8737808 29351 exOKTV), 
ret fr Travel Service 
CHOW 8737-808 34704 ret fi Travel Service 
CFUAA 8737-88 29660 ex 00-JAA, regi 28.10.11, 
sul fr Jetairfly 
САИС 8737-88K 33029 ret Thomson Airways 
СН 8037-85 34689 ex D-ATUH, reg 22.11.11, 
АТ 
CGM 8737-80 30294 ex ALB, egi 2.11.1, 
sub-sdfi Travel Service 
CGIVF B737-8FH 29669 ех OK-TVE reg 18.10.11, 
sub-As fı Travel Service 
GING 837808 30719 ex OK-VG, reg 24.10.11, 
ub-hd fr Travel Service 
(сүн 8737-808 35275 ех ОКТҮН, eg 20.10.11, 
sub ts fı havel Service 
єз 8737-85 39191 4431.10.11, 
sub-tsd fr Thomson Airways 
GOD 8737-85 35192 0402111! 
sub-lsd fi Thomson Airways 
VIH HELICOPTERS 
COHN SIN 6175 ex N2T9AC 
VOYAGEUR AIRWAYS AVVAL] 
CGMKG Ою 7191 ex N2719), reg 24.10.11 
WILDCAT HELICOPTERS 
CEWIK Belgi? — 36001 ex N2148K, reg 11.10.11 
(тй Beldi? 36002 ех №49, regi 11.10.11 
(РҮ Beldi? 36004 — erN33008, reg 11.10.11 
VAN AIRLINES ПАЛАН 
CBAR 320-214 4892 exD-AVG, dd 27.10.11 
(ЭФ 4819-12 4871 — ex D-AVYA, dd 13.10.11 
(ADB 8767-31668 40590 0481011 


SKY AIRLINE (H2/SKU 'AEROSKY 


(АЮ A320231 047 ex N447AG, dd 20.10.11, 
d fr KG 

TRANSPORTES AEREOS CORPORATIVOS 

CCAA DoZ28-202K 8156 ex L-MOL, dd 07.09.11 


ROYAL AIR MAROC [AT/RAM] 


OLRGG B737:86N — 36829 dd 26.10.11, ld fr GECAS 
PLUNA [PU/PUAT 
OM CRNO 15274 ex 620, dd 27.10.11 


AIR BERLIN [AB/BER] 
DABMA 8737-86) 36879 dd 17.10.11, stJSA 
International Aircraft 
EAT LEIPZIG LQY/BCS "EUROTRANS T 


D-AEAO АЗ0088-6224 711 — covrtd to A30084-6221F) 


by EADS 

LUFTHANSA [LH/DLH] 

DABE A319-112 4796 — named Sinsheim: 

D-MFB АЗА0-313Х 355 st German Ait Force 04.07.11, 
п16+02 

LUFTHANSA CITYLINE нїн] 

DEB) — EI90-2000 0485 ex P-TPK, dd 26.10.11, 
‘sd fr Lufthansa 

SUNEXPRESS GERMANY [SXD] 

DASXE 8738€ 32365 — exTCSUG, dd 24.101, 
sub-sd fr Sunkxpress 

DASXG 8737-80Х 336 ex IC-SUH, dd 01.11.11, 
Sub-sd fr Suntxpress 

D-ASMH 8732-80 32368 ex CSW, dd01.11.11, 
Sub-sd fı SunExpress 

MR PACIFIC {FEN 

DO-UM 8737-86) 37754 exD-ABKL, dd 13.10.11, 


‘ad fr RBS, 

named Mamanuca Islands 
AIR NOSTRUM [YW/ANE NOSTRU AIR) 
EAO) CRITO00 — 19018 ex C-GIAO, dd 28.10.11 
САШМА AVIACIÓN [CMV] 
КАЮ 8737-85 28801 vet fr Travel Service, ferried 
Palma — Keflavik 28.10.11 
MINT AIRWAYS МЛАКА 
ECHL B7S7-28A 24544 
VUELING ҮҮЛС) 
EM A320214 4855 


ret fr Thomas Cook Airlines 


ex F-WWBF, dd 06.10.11, 


sdf BOC 

GLOBAL CARGO SERVICES 

030277 A300F4-203 277 ех N277EF, dd 14.10.11 

АТА AIRLINES [13/TBZ "ATALAR AIR’) 

URCW A320-23) 0361 ҮТ 
sub-sdfrKhors Air 

 SAHAND AIRLINES (IRS) 

URHO 00-983 53231 ex NS97BC, lsd ft Khors Air 

TABAN AIR LINES [HH/TBM] 

UROL MOSS 52550 exTC-ONR,dd09.11, 
rem 

TAJIK AIR ТЛ 

Ай 8737-19 2644) ex XA-UNG, dd ex-Merkco Cty 

SKY BOSNIA 

ETISKA A320231 0428 ex EY-623, dd 10.11, 
sub ld East Air 

BRIT AIR [08/82Н) 

F-HMLL — CRITO00 19017 — ex C-GIQK, dd 11.10.11 

AIR TAHITI VTATTAT 

KOH ATR72-212A 696 named Maheat’ 

FOOR  ATR72-212A 862 named ‘Vakaani 


ASTRAEUS [SW/AEU ҮЗА 
GST 8737-33А 25119 — exXU-TSA, ret ft Tonle Sap 
G-STRW 8757-28А 24543 vet fr Thomson Airways 
BRITISH AIRWAYS [BA/BAW SPEEDBIRD'T 

GSTBO B777-36NER 38695 dd 15.10.11, ld fr GECAS 
TITAN AIRWAYS [ZT/AWC ZAP") 
TCOGS 8752256 29307 


ex CHI bf Lloyds Banking 
Group stil ld to Atlasjet 


TOGT 8757-256 29208  extCHR as TC-065 

EASYJET SWITZERLAND [D5/EZS TOPSWISS'] 

НП А3024 4033 — ex GETTY, dd 03.11.11, 
sub-lsd fr easyjet 

SKYWORK [SKISRK SKYFOK] 

HEAO 00328110 30601 ex OY-NCK 

TAME LINEA AEREA DEL ECUADOR [EQ/TAEI 


ЖШ AIR42-S00 844 exFWWOG, dd 05.10.11 

AIRES COLOMBIA [AC/ARE] 

«(м A320233 3280 — ex FWWOM, dd 06.10.11, 
lsd fr LAN Airlines 

«н A320233 3319 ex F-WWBC, dd 06.10.11, 
lsd fr LAN Airlines 

HK-4480 Dash8-201 509 repainted into LAN colours 

HK-4695 8737-708 3070  sHK4480 


AVIANCA ~ AEROVIAS NACIONALES DE COLOMBIA [AV/AVA] 
NBQM A320-214 4862 ex F-WWBR, dd 17.10.11 
SARPA ~ SERVICIOS AEREOS PANAMERICANOS LTDA 

Ша! 2592018 90 ex N3AITE, lsd fr Rent Air 


HK-4791 JSXOEP 917 exN9T7TE, sd fr Rent Ai 
JEU AIR DCAM] 
HUDM 8737-80 30285 пом lsd fr ALC 


KOREAN AIR IKEAKALI 


MUDAO 8737-88K 39447 ex N1786B, dd 07.10.11, 
lsd fr T 

AIR PANAMA [PST] 

HP-160SPST Fokker S0 20178 contectregin 

COPA AIRLINES [CM/CMP] 

HP-I7240MP_8737-8V3 38140 0807.101 

NOK AIR [DO/NOK] 

HSDBA 873-85 33813 ex NBAOAC, dd 27.10.11, 
ld fi RBS 

HSDBB 8737-85 33814 — ex NBASAC, dd 01.11.11. 
lsd ff RBS, 
named Nok Rak Yim 

БОК 8737-85 28386 ех EC-HGO, dd 10.10.11, 


lsd ft Arcastie 
NOK MINT AIRLINES [SE/SGN SUAM T 
БЕ Saab 3408 426 ex N426X), dd 13.10.11, 
lsd fr Lambert Leasing 
ORIENT THAI AIRLINES /OX/OEA) 
Баа 8767-346 23961 ex JAB265, dd 08.10.11, 
lsd fı Grandmax Group 
‘SAUDI ARABIAN AIRLINES [SV/SVAT 
нй рып 4838 
AUTALIATAZ/AZAL 


Бам £170-2005TD 0331 


‘ex D-AV2V, dd 14.10.11 


ex PETPR dd 11.11.11, 

lsd ft ALC, named Parco 

Nazionale dello Stelvio’ 

BELLEAIR EUROPE [L9/BAL ‘BELLE ITALY") 

BUS A320214 3492 — exEK32005, dd 27.10.11, 
lsd fı (IT 

ANA ALL NIPPON AIRWAYS [NH/ANAT 

JAG2SA B767-381ER 40896 94021011 

JABO2A 8787181 — 34497 ex N1014X, dd 13.10.11 

ANA WINGS [EH/AKX ALFA WINGT 


ЈА858А Dash 8.0402 4385 — ex C-GKVD, dd 21.10.11, 


lsd fr ANA 
JAPAN AIRLINES LALI 
14657)  B767-346ER 40369 dd 19.10.11 
248922 8747-446 27646 st Transaero 19.10.11, 
m N922UN 


SKYMARK AIRLINES [BCKYI 
ЗИН 8737-8HX 38101 
SOLASEED AIR [ENSKI 
IX 8737810 39418 
AERO MONGOLIA [MO/MNGI 
20-8881 Fokker SO 20183 ex L-RNF, dd 30.10.11 
MIAT MONGOLIAN AIRLINES [OM/MGL MONGOL AIR) 
20-1012 8767-3068 26264 ex 8-5001, dd 08.10.11, 
lsd fr ALC 
ROYAL JORDANIAN AIRLINES [RJ/RJA] 
NAS A320-232 4853 ex F-WWBE, dd 19.10.11, 
hd fr AWAS 
NORWEGIAN AIR SHUTTLE (DY/NAX NORSHUTTLET 
LNMB 8737-88] 36879 ex D-ABMA, dd 20.10.11 
 CARGOLUX[CUCUX 
URB  B747-387F 35806 
МСО — BMLBNE 35809 
‘ABX AIRIGBIABX’ABEX') 
NTOTAX 8767-3) 2570 


dd 18.10.11, sdf ACG 


6425.10.11, sd ft AWAS 


ex NSO14K, dd 12.10.11 
4413.10.11 


ferried to Tel Avi 30.10- 
01.11.11 for argo conversion 


AIR WISCONSIN [ZW/WSW') 

NéSSER СЕО 74579 NATIZW 
ALLEGIANT AIR АЛАТ) 

NSPT  DC987 — 49611 ex ECKHA 
AMERICAN AIRLINES [AA/AAL 

NB76NN 873-83 40767 94071011 
NEN 81783 3131 98211011 


‘CAPITAL CARGO INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES {CCI САРРҮЈ 
NSS7OM 8757-286 23687 exCN-RMZ 

CORPORATE FLIGHT MANAGEMENT [VTE VOLUNTEER | 
NOSTAE IS3201EP — 957 bf Jetstream Sales 30.09.11 
DELTA AIR LINES ООА 
МТВООН  8767-332R 25985 ferried Marana - Atlanta 
27.10.11 ater storage 


N93IDN М0-90:30 53544 ferried Marana - Atlanta 


041011 
N933ON М0-90:30 53543 ferried Marana - Atlanta 
19.10.11 
NOIN  MD-9030 53522 «8-266 


FEDEX EXPRESS [UFDICTXPRESS T 


NS79SH 8757-06 24371 bf PALS nc 27.10.11 

MSSFD 83А 24528  amiidio8757-23A) 10.11 
by SASCO in Singapore 

MOSIFD 8757118 24774 — fenied Victorville - Singapore 
1417.10.11 for argo 
Conversion 

NOD 8720 25268 ex G-CPEP, dd Gatwick — 
Victorville 29:301011 

NOSED 8757258 27622 ex G-STRZ, dd East Midlands — 
Vctorvile08.09.11.11 

No73FD 8757-20 26151 exTF-FIK 

МЮ 8757-232 20912 _owitdtoB757-232(F) 
at Mobile 10.11 

ню 8777-52 41062 dd 28.10.11, named Mairead 


HAWAIIAN AIR [HA/HAL] 
МЗВАНА 1330-243 1259 
JETELUCAIRWAYS (86/0807 


ex F-WWYV, dd 05.10.11 


N3398 — EI90-1004R 0490 ех PI-TPP, dd 10.11.11, 
named BYO Blue 

КАШТА CHARTERS H LCIKES] 

NIM B727-221 22541  nWDEX 

KENMORE AIR HARBOR [MS/KEN] 

МОЕ 03 — 26 пн 

LYN AVIATION [LI/SSX SHASTA] 

SIOUX Dash 8-0402 4186 vet fr Horizon 


NATIONAL AIRLINES [NA/NCR] 

NOINA В747-4088Р 25302 ех TF-ALF, now operated 

by National 

‘OMNI AIR INTERNATIONAL [OY/OAE OMNI EXPRESS T 

N6BISS 8767-22489 30434 n N22SAX 

тик 

NHSPH Agusta AW1394127) teg 19.10.11 

RYAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES [RO/RYN] 

NIRO АЗЗОЗАЗЕ 13) exG-VINE,d423.11.1, 
Sub-id fı Mein Atlantic 


#888 


We welcome any 
feedback on 
this listing. 

(The listing is alpha- 
betical with reference 
to the registration of 
the country of origin.) 


The latest Lufthansa. 
Airbus A321-231 
D-AIDM (c/n 4916) vis- 
ited London/Heathrow 
on December 5 after 
being delivered to the 
carrier on November 18. 


This ATR 72-600 is 

the second specially- 
coloured pink example 
for Azul of Brazil. The 
aircraft, FAWWLT/PR-ATB : 
(c/n 969) is also called La: 
Ville Rose’ and is pictured: 
at Toulouse, France on 
November 29, 2011. 
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{ Rizon Jet of the UAE has 
1 received this A319ACJ, 
УР-ВУО (c/n 4842). It 
arrived at Southend, 
i UK wearing primer and 
1 ready for painting by Air 
; Livery. It subsequently. 
went to Manchester 
for finishing off. 


This ex-Transaero 
Í Boeing 737-508, E-DTX 
j^ (cm 28052), emerged 

from the Air Livery 
i00 spray-shopat East 
1 Midlands at the start of 
i December wearing the 
1 colourscheme of fellow 
Russian airline Yamal. 


Н Thanks to Dave 
Richardson and 
LAASI Aviation for 
the above 


SHUTTLEAMERICA [SS/TCF MERCURY ] 

NB23MD Е170-10050 0044 — exPT-SUN, dd 06.10.11, 
lsd fr Republic 

NB24MD Е170-10050 004$ — exPT-SUO, dd 30.09.11, 
sd fr Republic 

SKY KING [SK/SGB SONGBIRD’) 

NBOTWA 8737-347 — 2940 dd 30.09.11, sd fr AerSale, 
ferried Tucson - Miami 

SKYWEST AIRLINES [00/SKW) 

М CROO — 1030 ex C-GZOF, dd 28.10.11 

№6350 CROO 10331 ex C-GHZZ, dd 20.10.11 

NIKA CROO 7306 — exCfMMB, dd 14.10.11 
sub-sd fr Comair 

NISIA Өл 7312 ex CFMMY, dd 11.10.11, 
sub-sd fi Comair 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES [WIUSWA] 

NS6TWN B737-7H4 36967 ex N17968, 4403.10.11 

SUN COUNTRY [51/500 

NTHSY 8737-08 30635  ePR-GIL dd 26.10.11 
Бан 

US AIRWAYS [US/AWE CACTUS 


NSAUW АЗ21-231 4885 
NSA7UW АЗ21-231 4893 
НИШУ АЗГЫ! 4898 


ex D-AV2D, dd 24.10.11 
ex D-AVEE, dd 28.10.11 
ex D-AVEF, dd 28.10.11 


VIEQUES AIR LINK IVA/VES} 
NOM BNA — 30 — eA NTZBIM 
НОВУ, BN-2826 27 ex N728M 


VIRGIN AMERICA [VX/VRD REDWOOO] 


NBASVA А3074 4867 ex F-WWOM, dd 18.10.11, 
st Jackson Square Aviation. 
& sd back 

WIGGINS AIRWAYS [WIG] 

НАН — EmbllOP! 110451 NTISWA 

ОП — EmbllOPl 110388 NTI7WA 

TRAVEL SERVICE AIRLINES [QS/TVS SKYTRAVELT 

OKIVF 8037-8ЕН 29669 — subHsd to Sunwing Airlines 

OK-TVG 8737308 30719 as OK-IVF 

OKIVH 8737-808 35275 as OK-IVE 

ОТҮ B737-86N 32740 этү 

SLOVAKIAN AIRLINES 

OM-BTS 8737555 28471 ex EK73771,dd 20.09.11, 


sub-tsd fr Armavia, 
named M R епі 
‘BRUSSELS AIRLINES [SU/BEL'EELINE] 


HEIA A330223 229 ex F-WWKS, dd 07.10.11, 
hd fr Swiss 

AIR GREENLAND (GL/GRL] 

CGB DashB-202 496 OY-GRI is reserved 

CGU DashB-202 498 — OV-GRK is reserved 


THOMAS COOK AIRLINES SCANDINAVIA [DK/VKG VIKING’) 

OKI A330343K 357 ret fr Thomas Cook UK 

ARKEFLY (TUL AIRLINES NEDERLAND) [ORTFLI 

PHOYE 8767-3046 28979 ex G-OBYE, dd 03.11.11 
lsd fr Thomson Airways 

LM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES (KL/KLM] 

PH-BGW 8737-72 38128 ex N17868, 84111041 

lsd fr ОТ, named Zanglister/ 

Song Thrush 

dd 24.10.11, named 

Scholekster/Oystercatcher 


PHBA 8737-70 38835 
GARUDA INDONESIA [GA/GIAT 

ММ 837-810 39417 
кас A320233 0892 


4417.10.11 
ex HA-LPC, dd 29.10.11, 
lsd fr AerCap 
INDONESIA AIRASIA[QZ/AWQ) 
PAR A320216 2881 ех9М-АР, dd 10.11, 
lsd fı AirAsia 

UON AIR [ITAN UON INTER 
PKAHI — B737-9GPER 38305 
PKUF 8737-96РЕА 37286 
SRIWIJAYA AIR [50570] 
PREGGY 8737-308 2693 
TRIGANA AIR SERVICE [TGN] 
PRYSY 8737-38700) 23597 


4417.10.11 
4421.10.11 


PKL 


ex TF-BBA 
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AZUL LINHAS AREAS BRASILEIRAS [AD/AZU] 


PRATR ATR72-600 966 ex F-WWLO, dd 07.10.11, 
named Azul Tango Romeo’ 
PRAU AIR72-202 193 — named'nimana: 
GOL TRANSPORTES AEROS (09/601 
PRGED B737-7EH 37609 


PRGUL 8737-8ЕН 35845 


4411.10.11 
dd 06.10.11 

St AWAS & ld back 
TRIP LINHAS AÉREAS 14/718), 


тїй АТА 72-600 967 ex F-WWLR, dd 03.11.11 
ҮЧ 

AIR NIUGINI [PX/ANG] 

CSK AM0304 448 ex C-GRYA, dd 04.10.17, 
‘sd fe White 

TRAVELAIR 

РОЛАН Fokker SO 20122 exPH-FIF 

KOLAVIA [TK/KGL 'KOGALYM') 

EEH АЙЫЗ! 0668 ex TC-OAF, dd 31.10.10, 


14 
 ORENAIR R2/ORB ORENBURGT 


VO-8LX 8737-850 28384 ex EC-HGO, dd 27.10.11 
lsd fr Aicastle 

VOBNU B777-208ER 29908 ex F-OPAR, dd 11.10.11, 
09 

RUSLINCLTI/RU 

VO-BOV CROO 7108 — exF-GUf, dd 16.11.11 


TRANSAERO[UN/TSO} 


NAW 8747-4102 280281 EI-XLM, dd ex-Rome 
NOIBUN 8747-446 — 27650 и EF-XLH, dd ex-Melbourne 
NINUN 8747-46 27646 ex JAB922, ferried Victorville — 


San Antonio 27.10.11 
URAL AIRLINES [U6/SVR SVERDLOVSK AIR] 


VO-8OC АЭ21-031 1199 ex EERS, dd 20.10.11, 
һа К 

үт A332 2117 ex EERU, dd 01.11.11, 
Га 

TIR AVIATION [UT/UTA TIUMAVIT 

VO-BJl 8737285 29997 — ex VO-BOV, dd 06.10.11 

VO-BLK ATR 72-212 ex F-WWET, 44021111 

LAO AIRLINES 


ROPL-34188 A320-214 4596 — exF-WWIX, dd 13.10.11, 
(GA-ONN ntu) 

CEBU PACIFICAIR(S1/CEB) 
RP-C3265 320-214 4861 
RP-C3266 320-214 4870 


ex D-AUBO, dd 26.10.11 
ex D-AUBR, dd 06.10.11, 
(both lsd fr GECAS) 
‘AEOLIAN AIRLINES [AOL] 
ЭМ КЗ — 49977 
‘SKY WINGS [ND/GSW ARROW JET] 
ЭП Кз 53232 
VIKING HELLAS AIRLINES [VQ/VKH] 
SKSMS 00-983 49631 ferried Athens — Kiev 02.10.11 
BIMAN BANGLADESH AIRLINES [BG/BBCI 

SAFO 8777-3Е9ЕА 40122 dd 23.10.11, named The Pali” 


ex TF-IXC, dd 29.09.11 


ferried Athens — Kiev 13.10.11 


ATLASJET INTERNATIONAL. 
KAF AM 0761 
TURKISH AIRLINES [TK/THYT 


ex F-WTAV, dd 10.10.11 


KIUR A330243 1240 ex F-WWKO, dd 06.10.11 
TUNIS AIR LTU/TUNI. 
ТЫВ 8737-19 28015 теи Mauritiana Airways 


SILK ROAD CARGO BUSINESS [URS ‘SILK CARGOT 
YO-BNW  A3O0B4-622R(F) 733 ех N733MY, dd 04.11.11, 


isd fr MNG Airlines 

“AIR ASTANA LKCIKZR ASTANAUNET 

PAKE —EI90-10OLR 0497 — exPT-TPL dd 20.10.11, 
bd fr ALC 

AEROSVIT AIRLINES (VVAEWI 

ФТ АТА 72-202 496 ex F-WONL, dd 30.10.11, 
wet Id fı Cimber Sterling 

AUSTRALIAN HELICOPTERS PTY LTD 

WAU ВР 36203 ex ECKTM, reg 03.11.11 

ANWESTPTY LTD 

Мнн DHC-6-400 851 exC-FTRO 

AVBAVIATION PTY LTD. 

WHC 31330 3118 өзүн, 4404.11.11 

VHANG Ра-31-350 — 315242 regi 04.11.11 

VH-WYY 9231310 31-657 er VH-WZN, egi 04.11.11 

BARRIER AVIATION 

Үн 847 69 ex KARA 

BROOME AIR SERVICES 

WENT (244 4040818 

WHESKC Се404 404-0404 ex VH-TW2 

‘QANTAS AIRWAYS [QF/OFA] 

WRIT 8737-838 34186 dd 41011 

REX REGIONAL EXPRESS [ZUREXI 

VANUS Saab ЗАВ 186 ex HS-HPI, eg 28.1011, 
ex Happy Ait 

VIS Saab 340ê 179 ex HS-HPE, regi 18.10.11, 
ex Happy Ait 


SKYTRANS [06/SKP] 
VOOM Dash8-311 286 
HOON DashB311 276 


named Spirit of Darwin’ 
ex CMOH, dd 04.11.11, 
named Spirit of Darwin i 
SKYWEST AIRLINES [XR/02W} 
VIL. АТВ 72-2124 974 ex F-WWES,dd 13.10.11, 
ор т Virgin Australia colours, 
named Preston Beach’ 


VIRGIN AUSTRALIA [DIATGZ] 

ҮНҮН B737-8FE 40996 ex 17968, dd 14.10.11, 
named Mindil Beach 

WEST WING AVIATION PTY LTD 

УНУ Ce2088 0649 ex P2-TWW, dd 03.11.11 

VIETNAM AIRLINES [HV/HVN] 

ҮЗ A330223 1256 ex F-WWYO, 4419.10.11, 
lsd fr ALC 

INDIGO I6E/GO ILY) 

ҮЗ — 4320232 4868 — ex D-AUBQ, dd 11.10.11 

VA A320232 4888 ex DAVVE, dd 31.10.11 


JET AIRWAYS [SWAI] KENYA AIRWAYS (КОЛКА) AWAS AVIATION SERVICES. M 


МВ 873734 3790 4 25.10.11, fr BOC SYYS  EI90-IUAR 00478 ex PI-TPA, dd 29.09.11, ҰРВРН 8737-53 24922 etf Skytxpess Deliveries 
SPICUET [SG/SEI lsd fr ALC GECAS — GE COMMERCIAL AVIATION SERVICES 
ҮТ РР 8737-86) 34896 st ALC 11.11 & lsd back YEMENIA LIYAYE PK-G2O 87374М0 29210  retfr Garuda, н OJAT 
VISPO 8737-86N 35216 пона Arion 704 A320233 4639 ТМО A320211 0848 ret ft Nouvelait, n N346MS We wel 
VISPP 8737-86Н 35217 now lsd fr ALC TOA 320-233 460 — named’Mareb ILEC- INTERNATIONAL LEASE FINANCE CORP le welcome any 
VESUD Dash 8-0402 4378 named ejas VILLAAIR PH-AAX АЗ20-231 — 0431 — retfr Amsterdam Airlines feedback on H 
VE-SUE Dash 8-402 4379 — named а OY-RUF АТА 72.500 SIS ex F-WKVK, dd 16.10.11, PHAAY 4320-232 0527 as PH-AAK this listine s 
VESUF  Dash&-402 4382 — exCGKO dd 21.10.11 ‘sd fr Danish Air Transport STALF — 8767-05 23057 — retfr Air Seychelles, rr N39TLF 9. H 
VESUG Dash 8-0402 4387 ехС-КҮМ, dd 31.10.11 AIRASIA [AK/AXM ASIAN EXPRESS] 57-5Е0 87671198 24150 ret ft Ai Seychelles, n N3BTLF E 
SPINITAIR эм A326 488 — ex F-WWIO, dd 28.10.11 VHVBD 73778 30707 ret fr Vigin Australi, (ће listing is alpha- € 
VEVAT — Ce2088 2069 ex D-FRAA, eg 25.10.11 MAE A320216 4571 КАР Ки betical with reference £ 
AEROMEXICO [AMAMI tet fr indonesia AirAsia VPBGR 8737-505 25790 vet ft Orenait, rr NBGA ана: 
ОиВ — 8737852 35115 st & lsd back fr ALC 28.10.11 FIREFLY [FY/FFM) MACQUARIE AIRFRARCE са — n 
таю 8137002 me 4065.11.11, MIK АТА 72-212 947 ex F-WWEX, dd 07.10.11 D-ABBA 8737-88] 30570 ег Air Berlin, n NS7OMQ набу ef origin) : 
subs fi амана SMMYL АТА 72-212 948 ex F-WWEZ, dd 07.10.11 NAC NORDIC AVIATION CONTRACTOR i 
AEROMEXICO TRAVEL ‘MALAYSIA AIRLINES [MAMAS] ЮАН ATRAZ300 090 i NISQNA dd 27.10.11 i 
MSENMD 0982 49659  purhoflesefiomBosng әм. 877346 40133 0419101! to private customer Н 
É 27.10.01, XAT САА - COMPAGNIE AFRICAINE D'AVIATION [ES] — i 
E — 900 — folders — 2076 ex LN-RNC, dd 20.10.11 м $ 
XAKNO A320214 2539 now lsd ft ALC 90-0 АМ! 040 ex N3420K і 
IVA AEROBUS [VE/VIV] 90-CHO Fokker 100 11493 exPHABW aR $ 
XAMR 8737-33А 27285 ex LN-AKE, 4406.10.11, STELLAR AIRWAYS СНС ATR72-202 40 M-ABEF H 
isd fı AWAS GIS A320211 0% ex YL-BCB, dd 28.10.11, BOEING T 
VOLARIS [алой subsd fr White, VROML 877-24 — 22968 st Republique Cte d'ivoire, H 
МОТ, A319-133 2979 — named Guadalupe named Fiygtey’ "T0 
NSO4VL АЗ19-132 3590 — named ‘Lourdes’ JETSTARASIA DKUJSAT унат — 8737-476 24445 пн 
XAVOE A3I9-I33 3069 named Erid j; “клн, NIHE 8737-42) 27043 ferried Shannon - Dothan 
OEC OE E euu, mesa DIN чп кинип ce E ee 
YANO) MIS-3  3US named Javier ЗУЛАТ A320232 4874 ex F-WWOY, dd 24.10.11 be 
XAVOL  A319-132 2666 named Juan Pablo’ NU ace eh d М5аВЈ B737-7ES 33542 Uto RAAFO3.10.1, 
XAVOP A319-133 4403 named Femando’ а А 1139-002 
MYANMAR AIRWAYS INTERNATIONAL MMA) таштала NOONE 8737-72 38751 dd 04.10. to Boeing 
ҺӘМ A32I-111 09 exD-ANUA 88251011, B737-84Y 40893 4426.10.11 Busines Jets 
lsd fı М Mediteranee ` CARIBBEAN AIRLINES [BW/BWA] МЫ 8737-70 38855 ex N17868, dd 28.10.11 to 
SYMB) 8737-85 33980  ex9Y MJ 4410.11.11, Boeing Business Jets 
KAM AIRÍNO/KMEXAMGART ИЧ FWOHB 8471Ж 21592 ır NSSIAC 


YAKMA A320231 0480 — ex VIEVL, dd 19.10.11 
NIGTIT — 8767-2EYER(IT) 33686 trf to alan Air Force 
SAFI AIRWAYS [4Q/SFW) Т 27.10.11, n MM62226 


YATTD A320214 0994 — ex B-2416,dd 10.11, barir — (— 
SMARTLYNX AIRLINES (6Y/ART) 


- 2508 HS748Sis2B 1737 — exported to Kenya, regin can 

VACA ЭЗ! 008 йти Service ПЕРЕТЕ og Жтт S 
Tib dmn BD BT CN CD PU и меши зш pated OU gh ant 

BHE А3209) 1969 as ELELD 3101,06 
TACA INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES ПАЛА ван ANM Ни Бар онар 
NOU ЕЗЙ 0482 — ex P-TPH, dd 26.10.11 NIS6AW 873737 23778 tet US Airways CGMEW (ай 2082 st Province of Manitoba 
MEROPOSTAL- ALAS DE VENEZUELA [VH/ALVI МЫМ 8757-208 25258 crvitd to8757-218(F) CGMGQ (R200 810 regi 1011511 
пф 0:982 49794 ex -DAVU, 4421.10.11 at Jacksonville VQ 10.11 A6HM CRITOO 15104 х Trust NOSE МВА 
SOUTH AFRICAN EXPRESS AIRWAYS XZ/EXY ‘EXPRESSWAYS SKSMT A320231 0393 vet fr Viking Hellas Né3TR 25.10.11, n N326MS 
ISYU Dash 8-0402 BU exG-FLBF БЕЛЖ A20231 44 asSKSMT мнз CROO 15106 st Trust N69SBR НОВА 
БЛ  Dah8042 30 exG-FLB) ҮРП 8775Ж 24805 те уб, и N248AG N697BR 25.10.11, 2945 
SRILANKAN AIRLINES ULALIT. АНОР DE HAVILLAND CANADA /VIKING AIR 
ARABN A320-214 4869 ex F-WWDO, 4425.10.11 МҮК A319132 2660 vet f Batavia, r МОВ EGRA Ж? 86 st Angus Campbell 02.11.11 
TROPICAL AIR [TOA] ARASNE COM DHC-3TTwbo 307 exNBSIOT 
SHAMI ARALIO 1S1 en LZ-ATR, 4407.10.11 MAXAC B747-4H6 27044 e 9M-MPH restored to reg 28.10.11, was 


anx to 5А 01,091 
маю DHA 20 пүнувА 


сай DHC-6-400 #3 СОН (This image should have. 
СМТ OHC-6-400 85 #0711! appeared last month) 
(ШТ  DHCG-0 856 teg 17.11.11 The fat Lao Alreqys- 


CGGNF Dash 8-0402 493 — eg 07.11.11 


owned Airbus A320 (the 
COEP Dah BQ? £95 шї! 
GGUS Dash8-0402 4396 #0711! last one wes lensed) 
См) Ои 0402 497 reg 7.11.11 was given a welcome 
DORNIER ceremony at Wattay air- 
DAAG 00328110 3026 я Sierra Nevada Corp. port upon arriving from. 
Lao Airlines 02105.11, 1 290, dd repainting at Dinard 
4 à 4 ex Bournemouth 12.10.11 via Sharjah, UAE in 
ч NS2SEF 00328110 3106 stUS At Force 05.10.11, November. K120:214, 
Iw —3 also wears serial 93106 
^. RDPL34188 c/n 4596, 
DOUGLAS MCDONNELL DOUGLAS a 


TRI! VCI 47688 tf to Department of State Air 
Wing 14.10.11, 1r МЕТА, ا‎ abl pal 
злез vex 41671 trfto Department of State Ar 2nd a second example 


2e! 30091, ӨЗИ was due to arrive in 

jp €e:iew-] meus = December, They will 
) ^ LIS. N597M — Emb.I20ER 142306 st Team Aero LLC 21.10.11 replace the airline's cur- 
< 1 QUE PM 01358) 686 st Saby Finance 10.1, rent ATR 72 turboprops 
d GNSS оп regional flights from 

NSO0OP ETS 0903 я Insperity in 3009.1, Vientiane to Bangkok, 

mNIS2SP Hanoi and Kunming. 


OEML 801358) NB PFO ahame Hawthorne 


An interesting visitor. 
to London/Gatwick 

in December was this. 
McDonnell Douglas 
MD-82, YR-MDK (c/n 
49139), which was car- 


i 
a 
H 
Р 


flight on behalf of Air 
Moldova. (АЈ Best 


The latest 
training aids 
available for 
the aviation 
professional 


Phase one takes cadets 
through basic flight. 
instruction at 43 Air 
£ School, while phases 
Í two and three con 


inue with Boeing Flight 
Services Jet Bridge 
ind Type Rating pro- 
Í grammes, completed 
£ at any of the manufac- 
Í turer's training cam- 
1 puses around the world, 
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‘Street to Right Seat’ New Training 
Pilot Training 


Boeing is expanding its partnerships in 
Africa by announcing an agreement to 
jointly offer a comprehensive pilot training 
programme with 43 Air School (Pty) Ltd - 
Africa's largest flight training organisation 
Students will benefit from training at the 
ab initio’ (basic level), delivered by an 
experienced flying school, and at the com- 
mercial jet level, with training by Boeing 


ATR -600 
Series Training 


Operators of ATR's -600 series aircraft 
will now be able to train their pilots on 
the Mechtronix Systems’ ATR 72-600 
Flight Simulation Training Devices at 
the ATR Training Centre in Toulouse, 
France. It follows formal approval by 
the French Civil Aviation Authority's 
Directorate General for Civil Aviation 
(DGAC) and the European Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA). 

This flexible device can be upgraded 
to a Full Flight Simulator Level D as it is 
equipped with a three-channel 200x40 
degree collimated visual system as well 
as a EPIOO0CT Image Generator. 


Training Centre 
in Dubai 


Emirates-CAE Flight Training (ECFT) has 
announced that low-cost carrier flydubai 
will be the first customer for its new train- 
ing centre, set to open in the third quarter 
of 2012 in Dubai's 'Silicon Oasis 

Ken Gile, flydubai's Chief Operating Officer, 
said: "Today's increasingly competitive 
market requires airlines to achieve max- 
imum effectiveness from every area of 
operations. We have trained with ECFT 
since our inception and we are very satis- 
fied with the service we receive and the 
quality of the training programmes.” 


The three-phase programme is designed 
to provide a candidate with no prior flying 
experience the opportunity to progress 
through professional training to full com- 
petence and accreditation - from basic 
instruction to jet training. Graduates will 
be certified as a Boeing Next-Generation 
737 First Officer, ready to assume the right- 
hand seat on the flight deck 


Centre 


The Philippines’ largest national flag car- 
rier, Cebu Pacific Air, and aviation training 
provider CAE have signed a joint venture 
agreement to establish an aviation train- 
ing centre for airlines in the Asia Pacific 
region. The school will also be responsible 
for type-rating training of Cebu pilots and 
is scheduled to start operations in the third 
quarter of 2012 at Clark Freeport Zone, 
northwest of the national capital of Manila. 


Baltic 
e-Learning 
System 


The Baltic Aviation Academy in Vilnius, 
Lithuania has launched a new distant learn- 
ing course aimed at further developing and 
maintaining pilot qualification remotely 
via the Internet. The e-Learning pro- 
gramme approval has been issued by the 
Lithuanian Civil Aviation Administration 
and consists of 15 type rating training pro- 
grammes including Airbus, Embeaer and 
Boeing models. 


Increased Demand 
For Ground Staff 


1n 2012, the company will open a thin 
Exupéry, f 


Information 
for the 
traveller. 


The delivery of two 
Glant Pandas to 
Edinburgh Zoo made 
national news in the UK 
} in Decemebr. Their taxi 
from China was a spe- 
ially-painted Boeing 
777-52, N892FD 

(cin 38707), of FedEx 
Express which arrived 
at Edinburgh Airport. 
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Panda Express 


Heathrow Watch Conference 


The Heathrow Airport Watch, set up by 
the SOI8 Aviation Security branch of the 
Police in November 2008 encompasses 
both London/Heathrow and London City 
Airports and recognises the key part aviation 
enthusiasts play in keeping both airports 
safe. The scheme provides members with 
a specially-designed identity card, lanyard 
and card holder which should be worn at 
all times whilst enthusiasts are engaged in 
their hobby at Heathrow and London City 
Airports. It allows genuine enthusiasts to be 


easily identified by police and security teams 
at each airport. 

The scheme's annual conference was held 
in December 2011 in the London Room, 6th 
floor, the Old Control Tower at Heathrow 
= probably for the last time as the build- 
ing is due to be demolished as part of the 
redevelopment of the Central Area in 2012. 
Presentations included an insight on ter- 
rorism and crime at the airport and how 
working in partnership with schemes such 
as Heathrow Airport Watch, the police can 


make the airports safer. This was given by 
Chief Superintendent Bert Moore, the head 
of SO18 Aviation Security, who is ultimately 
responsible for policing the airports. Also 
on the agenda was a presentation on hos- 
tile reconnaissance by Counter Terrorism 
Security Advisors anda talk on Man-Portable 
Air Defence Systems (MANPADS) by PCs 
Steve Mynott and Saj Hussain who gave 
an opportunity to recognise any compo- 
nent parts that they might encounter lying 
around before or after a MANPAD attack 


New Play 
Area 
at Munich 


Young travellers at Munich Airport's 
Terminal 2 now have new indoor play- 
ground to explore which includes a large 
model aircraft, complete with its own 
departure gate and ATC tower. An area 
covering nearly 600sq ft (55m?), has been 
created by the children’s charity SOS- 
Kinderdorf and the Terminal 2 operating 
company, which is jointly managed by 
Munich Airport and Lufthansa. Children 
can climb on and explore the model air- 
craft and let off steam before their flight 
is called. (Photo Munich Airport) 


Магз 

Luton Aircraft Enthusiasts’ Fait, Vauxhall Recreation Club, 
Gipsy Lane, Luton, Bedfordshire, UK. Keith Manning Tet: 
+44 (0)1372 725063 (Eves) 


Heathrow Aircraft Enthusiasts’ Fair, Kempton Park 
Racecourse, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex, UK. Keith 
Manning Tel: +44 (0)1372 725063 (Eves) 
londoner7657 vblueyonder co.uk. 

www aircraftenthusiastfair.co.uk. 


Jun2 ST А 
торе 
Jul MAS. 
Aviation and Transport Fair, the Visitors Centre, 
Manchester Airport, UK. www.tasmanchester.com. 
IR MEER =e] 
отут 
и tor +44 (0) 1252513123. 


Aug 24-28 
Airliners International 2012, Memphis, USA. 
)12.memphis.com. 
Feb 15-19. 
Singapore Airshow. www.singaporeairshow.com 
yt 14-18 н EE 


Mar2729 
Aircraft Interiors Expo, Hamburg, Germany. www air 
craftinteriorserpo com 


Jul 915 

Farnborough International 2012. www farnborough.com 
mu р ОАО | 
DAS зета пойиз Apart, сенен: 

wwwiebelnde 
Sep 19-21 

ERAA, Dublin. www.eraa.org. 

Sep30-0t3 — күр 
Oct 30- 
NBAA, Orlando, Florida, USA. www.nbaa.org 


With emen 
Sap Rena 


‘New’ BA Speedbird Centre 


The British Airways’ museum at the air- 
line's Waterside headquarters close to 
London/Heathrow Airport, has re-opened 
its doors as the Speedbird Centre, after 
an extensive redevelopment programme. 
The displays showcase the past, present 
and future of the airline and are open to 
staff, researchers, plus members of the 
public (by appointment). 

Items on display reflect the rich history of 


the airline, including the flight log from 
the very first scheduled international serv- 
ice, which went from London to Paris on 
August 25, 1919, to uniforms spanning 90 
years of aviation, right up to the newly- 
introduced cabin crew iPad application. 
The Centre also shows off the airline's new 
World Traveller cabin and Club World and 
First Class seats. www.britishairways.com/ 
travel/museum-collection. 


Improved 
Weather 
Europe's largest regional airline Flybe, 


and AirDat, a US-based weather fore- 
caster, have announced a partnership 


time from the aircraft to a data centre. 


Information 
for the 
traveller. 


Tocelebrate Finnish 
Independence Day 

оп December 6, 2011, 
national carrier Finnair 
indulged in a little 
corporate nostalgia, 
asa retro flight set off 
for Hamburg. Finnairs 
Silver Bird retro-livery 
Airbus, decorated in the 
style of a 1950s Convair, 
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New Everett 
Delivery 
Center 


Boeing has announced the planned con- 
struction of a new, expanded Everett 
Delivery Center (EDC), which will serve 
as the hub for delivering 747, 767, 777 and 
787 aircraft to customers. The new state- 
of-the-art facility triples the available 
office, conference and delivery opera 
tions space and creates more capacity 
for deliveries 

Demolition of the current facility is 
expected to begin in January 2012, with 
the groundbreaking ceremony due 
to follow soon after. The new EDC is 
expected to open for operation in the 
first quarter of 2013. Plans are already in 
place to ensure seamless deliveries dur- 
ing this interim construction and expan 
sion period. (Photo Boeing) 


Dream 
Tour For 
Dreamliner 


Boeing has begun a six-month global 
Dream Tour’ with one of its 787 Dreamliners. 
The December schedule included stops in 
China, Ethiopia, Kenya and Qatar: Specific 
dates for the subsequent segments of the 
tour will be announced in the New Year, 
with additional tour stops planned for 
January to April 2012. 

The flight test equipment on board ZA003, 
the third 787 to be built, has been removed 
and a new cabin interior has been installed. 
The aircraft also has received a refreshed 
exterior Boeing livery. 

Aviation enthusiasts can follow the progress 
of the 787 tour at www.newairplane.com. 


Google's 
New 
Hangar 


The top three executives at Internet 
search engine Google have offered to 
pay $33 million to restore the historic 
NASA Hangar One at Naval Air Station 
Sunnyvale in California's Silicon Valley. 
One of the world's largest buildings, it 
once housed massive airships, the struc 
ture is now falling apart and the skin 
that covered the steel frame is having to 
be removed because it їз contaminated 
with PCBs (Polychlorinated Biphenyls), 
lead and asbestos. It was built in 1933 
and spans eight acres. Billionaires: Eric 
Schmidt, Larry Page and Sergey Brin 
have offered to pay for the restoration 
and hope to house their eight private 
executive jets in the finished structure. 


Happy 
Birthday 


Captain 


British Airways’ latest Boeing 777-36N 
arrived for fitting out at the company’s 
maintenance centre at Cardiff Airport 
in December 2011, directly from Paine 
Field, Washington as ‘Speedbird 9176. 
What was slightly unusual was that the 
Captain's birthday was celebrated on the 
flight with the aircraft receiving a ‘differ- 
ent’ paint scheme under the cockpit - 
since removed. (Photo Phil Woods) 


Laker 
Reborn! 


RUNCORN, CHESHIRE. 
01928 561460 


When Anthony's Travel of Runcorn was 
looking for inspiration to name its new 
coach, it looked to the skies before chris- 
tening the new addition, The result was 
The Spirit of Sir Freddie Laker’ named 
after the late owner of Laker Airways and 
the original pioneer of low-cost travel. 
The colours of the coach hark back to 
the Laker Skytrain logo. 


Final Call.. 


incidents. 


The accident report has been published 
regarding a Qantas Airbus 330-303, 
VH-QPA (c/n 553), on October 7, 2008. The 
aircraft had departed Singapore on a sched- 
uled service to Perth, Western Australia and 
while in the cruise at 37,000ft (11,277m), one 
of the aircraft's three air data inertial refer- 
ence units (ADIRU) started outputting inter- 
mittent, incorrect values (spikes) on all flight 
parameters to other aircraft systems. Two 
minutes later, in response to spikes in angle 
of attack (AOA) data, the aircraft's flight con- 


trol primary computers (FCPC) commanded 
the aircraft to pitch down. As a result, at 
least 110 of the 303 passengers and nine of 
the 12 crew members were injured; 12 of 
the occupants were seriously injured and 
another 39 received hospital treatment. 

According to the report: "The failure mode 
was probably initiated by a single, rare type 
of internal or external trigger event com- 
bined with a marginal susceptibility to that 
type of event within a hardware compo- 
nent. There were only three known occa- 


Airprox Incidents 
Stay the Same 


According to a report by the UK's Airprox 
Board (UKAB), the number of airprox inci- 
dents in the United Kingdom involving 
commercial passenger aircraft remained 
static in 2010 at 35 - the same number 
as in 2009. The majority of these inci- 
dents involved the airliner conflicting 
with a military or general aviation light 
aircraft. However, for the first time in 
over ten years none of these incidents 
were regarded as ‘risk-bearing’ 
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As it published its 2010 data analysis, 
the UKAB said that year-on-year air- 
space conflicts involving two commer- 
cial aircraft had halved, with only five 
incidents in 2010 compared to 11 in 
2009. Overall, however, the total num- 
bers of incidents had increased from 
2009, with 167 in 2010, compared to 147 
the previous year, largely as a result of 
an upturn in conflicts involving military 
and general aviation aircraft. 


Powe con Ton Tc a E [umani 


USA Cashed into mountains after take off 


Indonesia Crashed on approach 


USA Сазће into woods aftes reporting fuel problems 
USA Mancff unway after plot suffered heart attack 
USA Hithouse on landing 
“Mexico Caught fire after emergency landing 
Colombia Crashed into fields 

Congo Runway excursion on landing | 
Auba Hitdonkey on take-off 
Canada Ran otf runway into snowdift | 
Russia Ran off end of runway 
USA Gashedatter take-off 
Philippines Crashed into school after take-off 
India Caught fire on taxi 
Uganda Crashed atter take-off 
USA Ranoffrunway on landing collapsing underarrage 
"Musa Crashed on landing 1 


sions of the failure mode in over 128 million 


hours of unit operation. At the aircraft 
manufacturer's request, the ADIRU manu- 
facturer has modified the LTN-101 ADIRU to 
improve its ability to detect data transmis- 
sion failures." 

At least 60 of the aircraft's passengers were 
seated without their seat belts fastened at 
the time of the first pitch-down. The injury 
rate and injury severity was substantially 
greater for those who were not seated or 
seated without their seat belts fastened, 


Tailwind 
Trainin 
Recommended 


The US National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) has issued recommenda- 
tions to prevent runway excursion acci- 
dents following tailwind landings. This fol- 
lows the overrun of an American Airlines" 

Boeing 737-800, N977AN, at Kingston/ 

Norman Manley International Airport 

(КІМ), Jamaica in 2009. According to the 

report, the aircraft had landed approxi- 

mately 4,000ft (1,220m) down the 8,911ft 

(2,716m)-long, wet runway with а 14kts 

tailwind component and was unable to 

stop on the remaining length. After run- 

ning off the runway end, it went through a 

fence, across a road, and came to a stop on 

the sand dunes and rocks above the sea. 

The NTSB has recommended to the FAA 

that principal operations inspectors 

should review flight crew training pro- 
grammes and manuals to ensure training 
in tailwind landings: 

-During initial and recurrent simulator 
training. 

+ Carry out a procedure to the maximum 
tailwind component certified for the air- 
craft on which pilots are being trained 
(where possible). 

= Emphasise on the importance of landing 
within the touchdown zone - being pre- 
pared to execute a go-around. 

+ Emphasise the related benefits of using 
maximum flap in tailwind conditions. 


Cental American Success st огу 


the airline in 1971, leaving Copa in 
the hands of its Panamanian owners. 
However, the presence of the country's 
other carrier, Air Panamá Internacional, 
а joint venture between Iberia and the 
country's government, left Copa firmly 
overshadowed by its larger rival. 

Air Panama used its fleet, consisting 
mostly of Boeing 7275, to serve a 
variety of destinations from Panama 
City. The problems this created for 
Copa were twofold - not only did Air 
Panama create competition on key 
routes, but it also had the benefit of 
government support to subsidise its 
normal operations. 

By the 19805, Copa had suspended 
its domestic services in favour 
of concentrating on its growing 
international network - which by this 
point included Miami, Port-au-Prince 
and San Juan - and added the first jet 
to its fleetin the shape of a 737-112, 
HP-873 (c/n 19768). 

The carrier was able to expand 
significantly and take a more 
prominent role in the country's aviation 
sector later that decade when Air 
Panama, struggling with financial 
difficulties, ceased operations in 1989 
before filing for bankruptcy in January 
of the following year. 

Copa found great success with the 
737 model and, since adding the 
stretched and more powerful -200 
variant to its fleet in 1987, has 
remained loyal to Boeing and the 
737 family. The carrier continues to 
operate the type, albeit in the form of 
the latest -700 and -800 series. 


First delivered in 1969, 
Copas Hawker Siddeley 
HS748, HP-484 (c/n 
1662), was used to 
expand the carrier's 
international network. 


Electras in 1971 marked 
а significant upgrade for 
the carrier over its previ- 
ous fleet of mainly mili- 
tary surplus propliners. 


including HP-1134CMP 
(c/n 20253). The jets 


and freight operations. 


<OPA PANAMA 


International Partners 

With Copa keen to increase its presence 
in the region, a commercial alliance was 
agreed with the Latin America-based 
Grupo TACA, a band of regional carriers, 
in 1992, This partnership remains in 
place today with Copa now operating 
under the TACA umbrella. 

The Panamanian airline also looked for 
partners outside the region and in 1997 
signed a short-lived strategic alliance 
with American Airlines (AA). The 
agreement remained in place for barely 
a year before the sale of a 49% stake 
in Copa to rival US carrier Continental 
Airlines led to its cancellation. However, 


where the AA partnership floundered, 
the deal with Continental flourished and, 
to illustrate the extensive co-operation 
between the carriers, Copa replaced the 
тей and orange colourscheme wom by its 
737 fleet with a variation of Continental's 
blue-tail livery. The agreement also 
included code-share flights, technical 
support and co-ordinated marketing 
efforts; the most effective tool being 

the US airline's ‘OnePass’ frequent flyer 
programme. 

Since 1998, Copa has invested heavily 
in a very modem fleet of aircraft. The 
first 737-700 joined the airline in 1999 
followed by the longer, 157-seat -800 


Copa considers the 
neighbouring country 
of Columbia to be a key 
market and in 2006, 
acquired the largely 
domestic operator 
AeroRepüblica. 


series in 2003. The last of the airline's 
older -200 models were phased out two 
years later and were replaced by the 
Embraer 190 which, with increased fuel 
efficiency but fewer seats, was ideally 
suited to thinner regional routes or to 
operate additional frequencies on the 
busier ones. 

With 37 aircraft on order and new 
examples regularly joining both Copa 
and Copa Airlines Columbia (formerly 
AeroRepüblica, now a wholly-owned 
subsidiary), the carrier boasts the 
youngest fleet in the region - and the 
total number of aircraft operated is 


expected to reach 90 by the end of 2013. 


With such a large number of aircraft 
still due for delivery, there is a natural 
expectation that Copa will launch new 
routes as well as increasing capacity on 
existing ones. Indeed, rumours have 
circulated for several years that the 
carrier will launch long-haul services 
to Europe: and with Panama currently 


connected only to Amsterdam by code- 
share partner KLM, Madrid by Iberia 
and Frankfurt by German airline Condor, 
there appears to be scope for expansion 
into this market. However, with Copa 
currently operating sector lengths of 

up to seven hours to destinations like 
Santiago (Chile), Montevideo (Uruguay) 
and Los Angeles (US) at the furthest 
reaches of its network, it could be 
considered that it's already operating 
long-haul. For the time being at 

least, Copa's priority continues to be 
developing Panama City as an intra- 
American hub. 


Current Network 

After years of aggressive and rapid 
growth, Copa's network is nothing short 
of impressive. It covers 59 destinations 
in 28 countries and reaches from 
Toronto in the north to Buenos Aires 
in the south; and while many of the 
major cities in North and Latin America 
are already served, Copa has recently 
launched, or has announced plans to 
launch, further destinations including 
Chicago, the Mexican city of Monterrey 
and Asuncion, the capital of Paraguay. 

In order to meet the increasing 
demands of its extensive network, 
the carrier operates six daily waves of 
departures out of Panama City's Tocumen 
Airport. During these periods, the 
facility, which is 13 miles (24km) east of 
the city centre, hosts up to 24 arriving 
and departing Copa flights within an 
hour. Tocumen has also benefited from 
several upgrades in recent years, with 
the most visible change for passengers 
being the new terminal building and 
food court. As this article goes to print, 
construction of а new pier is under 
way offering more gates and additional 
aircraft parking - at present, peak 
periods leave the airport very congested 
with little or no spare capacity. The 
airport is open 24 hours, a significant 


advantage for any hub airport, although 
Copa currently does not make much use 
of this offering. 

Some of Copa's busiest routes in terms 
of passengers and flight frequency are 
between Panama and the Cuban capital 
of Havana (up to five daily 737 services), 
Miami (in direct competition with 
American Airlines), San José in Costa 
Rica and Bogotá in Colombia - the latter 
two are shared with TACA and Avianca 
respectively. Many of Copa's regional 
services are operated as multi-stops, such 
as its flights to Guatemala which are 
often routed through Managua. Where 


possible, the carrier has traffic rights 
for these multi-stop sectors, meaning 
that it's able to offer higher-frequency 
services in what are often comparatively 
small markets. 

At its home base in Panama City, 

Copa, together with its sister, Copa 
Airlines Colombia, holds a very dominant 
position. Once construction of the new 
pier at Tocumen is completed, there will 
be ample room for further growth. The 
airport terminal is rather compact and 
the walk from check-in to the gates (or 
between gates if making a connection) 
is never long. This is a significant factor 
in increasing Panama City's appeal as а 
hub and, in the author's opinion, makes 
for a far more pleasant experience than 
transiting through rival carrier Avianca's 
main hub at the dated Bogotá/El Dorado 
internatioanlairport. 

At the time of writing, Copa does not 
operate any domestic services. However, 
according to reports in the Panamanian 
press, flights from the capital to the 
towns of Bocas del Toro and David in 
the west of the country are likely to be 
launched in the near future. At both 
locations, the airports have undergone 
major upgrades and are now able to 
accommodate jetliners such as the E190 
or even the larger 737. Currently, the >> 
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Copa suspended its 
domestic services in 
the early 19805 in the 
face of stiff competition. 
from the government- 
owned Air Panama and 
its fleet of Boeing 7275. 


Following its acquisition 
by Copa, Columbian 
‘operator AeroRepública 
repainted its fleet of 
McDonnell Douglas 
MD-805 into the 

colour scheme of the 
Panamanian carrier. 
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only connection from these locations to 
the capital is via Panama City's second 
airport, Albrook ‘Marcos A Gelabert’ 
International, located on the site of the 
former US Air Force base of the same 
name. For passengers wishing to transfer 
to an onward connection, it’s necessary 
to take a taxi to complete the 23-mile 
(37km) journey to Tocumen. 


Copa Airlines Colombia 

The relatively small size of Panama 
means the airline heavily relies on 
connecting traffic, and neighbouring 
Colombia represents one of the most 
important markets. Together with its 
subsidiary, Copa Airlines Colombia, the 
carrier links eleven destinations in the 
country to Panama City, including some 
of the smaller cities such as Cúcuta, 
Leticia and Pereira. 

In 2006, Copa Holdings (which owns 
the airline) purchased AeroRepüblica, 


a largely domestic operator in 
Colombia. In the period which 

followed the takeover, Copa's new 
subsidiary streamlined its network 

and, while retaining its links between 
the country's major cities, shifted its 
focus to the hub of its parent carrier in 
Panama. AeroRepüblica also launched 
international routes from its own base in 
the Colombian capital, Bogotá, to cities 
including Caracas, Cancün, Guayaquil, 
Quito and Mexico City. 

In a bid to add an element of 
commonality to the Copa fleet, 
AeroRepüblica's fuel-thirsty McDonnell 
Douglas MD-80s, which formed backbone 
of its fleet, were retired in 2010 and 
replaced with E190s and 737-700s. The 
new aircraft were adorned with the 
Continental-inspired colourscheme of its 
parent, while the AeroRepública brand 
was dropped as the carrier assumed its 
new identity of Copa Airlines Columbia. 


Alliances 

On December 15, 2005, Copa 
Holdings became the fourth Latin 
American carrier (behind major carriers 
LAN Airlines of Chile, and Brazilian 
operators Gol Transportes Aéreos and 
TAM Airlines) to be floated on the 
New York Stock Exchange. Majority 
shareholder Continental Airlines used 
the opportunity to loosen its grip on 


Total tatvoduced Retired 


AeroRepública’ fuel- 
thirsty McDonnell 
Douglas MD-80s were 
phased out in favour 
of the Boeing 7375 and 


CURRENT FLEET 


In Service Orders 
Boeing 737-700 20 
ing 737-800 27 


the Panamanian carrier and by 2008 
had reduced its ownership stake from 
49% to zero, Despite this, the two 
operators have continued their close 
co-operation via code-shares and the 
‘OnePass’ frequent flyer programme. This 
partnership is also attributable to the 
carrier's flirtation with the major airline 
alliances - Continental's involvement 
with SkyTeam led to Copa securing an 
associate membership. 

It was therefore a natural progression 
that Continental's move to Star Alliance 
would impact on its Panamanian partner 
and, in 2010, Copa announced that 
it had started the lengthy process of 
joining the same alliance (see standalone 
box). Interestingly, the flag carrier of 
Panama is likely to see its membership 
finally approved in mid-2012 - around 
the same time as its main regional 
competitor, Avianca TACA, also joins the 
airline group. » 
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Опе о! Copa Airlines 
crews pose for a photo- 
graph between flights. 


Nc ' 


Copa to join 


. A 
Star Alliance т,” 


partnership: 


remarked:"On behalf of 


Moving Forward 
Copa Airlines and its Columbian 
| subsidiary carried almost 8 million 
| passengers in 2010, with flights boasting 
| an average load factor of 76.9%. The 
| Copa group reported a net income of 
| $212.1 million for the same period, 
|255 : 
TheBoeing737-200% | Making it one of the most profitable 
the largest alrqaftin the | airlines in the world. The carrier's 
Copa Airlines fleet. This success has been attributed to several 
example, НР-1535СМР factors including high utilisation of 
iin cay soos, | its relatively young and fuel-efficient 
| fleet. Furthermore, while Copa faces 
direct competition on many of its routes 


{the 
concludes a strategic 
allian 
the vibrant, 
America. The aviati 
gion is changing ral 


- unlike many areas of Asia, Europe 
and North America - this rivalry comes 
from major airlines rather than no-frills 
operators and, as such, ticket prices have 
remained healthy. 

Another asset for the carrier is its ‘Hub 
of the Americas’ base. Its relatively 
central location between North and 
South America makes it a logical transit 
point, while the consolidation of traffic 
in Panama City allows the carrier to 
operate a variety of routes that would 
not necessarily be viable as purely point- 
to-point destinations. 


Tocumen International Airport's 
elevation of just 135ft (41m) and its 
10,000ft (3,050m) main runway mean 
aircraft can operate year-round without 
the density and altitude performance 
restrictions that affect many of its 
regional neighbours. With the terminal 
extension nearing completion, and 
Panama becoming an increasingly 
important destination both for tourists 
and business travellers, there is 
significant scope for further expansion. 

Unusually in these days of austerity 
and cost-cutting, the airline offers a 
high-quality product including full, 
complimentary in-flight service even 
on short-haul flights to Bogota and 
San José. Added to this, the generally 
reliable and punctual operations, online 
check-in and a strong frequent flyer 
programme have established the carrier 
as a firm favourite among an increasingly 
large band of loyal passengers. 

Copa’s accession to the world’s largest 
airline alliance within the next year is 
likely to generate further expansion 
and partnership opportunities while the 
cartier is continuing to add new, often 
underserved markets to its network. 
With numerous awards underlining the 
airline's success and its prospects 
looking favourable, it is easy to see why 
Copa Airlines is optimistic about its 
future. FW 


“OUR PARTICIPATION 
IN STAR ALLIANCE 
WILL ENHANCE 
THE BENEFITS WE 
OFFER PASSENGERS 
BY INCREASING 
THE GLOBAL REACH 
AND LINKING OUR 
PANAMA CITY TO 
THE GROUP'S VAST 
GLOBAL NETWORK.’ 


irlines CEO Pedro Heilbron 


